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Middle East and North Africa economic summit opens today 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

SENIOR GOVERN- 
MENT representatives 
and business leaders 
from 63 countries meet 
in Amman on Sunday 
for three days for an 
unprecedented review of 
the business opportuni- 
ties available in the Mid- 
dle East and the overall 
economic development 
of the region in an era of 
peace following peace 
agreements between 
Arabs and Israelis. 

His Majesty King 
Hussein, who will open 
. the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) 
economic conference, is' 
expected, in his keynote 
address, to reaffirm the 
commitment of the re- 
gion in general and of 
Jordan in particular to 
cooperate in a regional 
spirit and complement 
each other’s efforts, now 
that decades of blood- 
shed and conflict have, 
come to an end. 

The very fact that 63 
countries have sent pub- 
lic sector as well as pri- 
vate sector representa- 
tives to the conference is 
widely seen as a strong 
indication to look 
seriously at th’e econo- 
mic opportunities avail- 
able in the Middle East 
.following the signing of 
an interim accord be- 
tween Israel _a nd the 
Palestinians in Septem- 


ber 1993 and between 
Israel and Jordan in 
October 1994. 

Syria and Lebanon, 
the last two holdouts in 
the Middle East peace 
process launched in 
1991, are absent from 
the conference, orga- 
nised by the Davos- 
based World Economic 
Forum, the organisers of 
a similar gathering in 
Casablanca, Morocco, 
last year. Damascus and 
Beirut are arguing that 
regional cooperation in- 
volving Israel is prema- 
ture before their peace 
talks with the Jewish 
state make tangible 
progress. 

But the Syrian and 
Lebanese postures have 
not dissuaded the four 
other “core parties” in 
the Middle East — Jor- 
dan, Israel, the Palesti- 
nians and Egypt — as 
well as at least two Gulf 
countries, Oman and 
Qatar, to draw up ambi- 
tious infrastructure de- 
velopment projects and 
commercial ventures to 
be presented at the 
MENA summit for 
financing. 

Omayya Touqan, 
head of the preparatory 
committee for die sum- 
mit, and Klaus Schwab, 
president of the WEF, 
told a press conference 
on Saturday that the 
number of participants 
at the summit had ex- 
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ceeded their expecta- 
tions, particularly those 
from the private sector, 
and that in itself was a 
key indicator of the 
seriousness with which 
businessmen viewed the 
meeting. 

Chief executives and 
senior representatives 
from hundreds of multi- 
nationals have already 
arrived in Amman for 
Sunday's opening of the 
summit, along with gov- 
ernment delegations 
from most of the partici- 
pating countries. 

U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christ- 
opher and his Soviety 
counterpart Andrei 
Kozyrev will assume a 
high-profile role in the 


summit as the proud co- 
sponsors of the Middle 
East peace process de- 
spite the snags on the 
Syrian- and Lebanese- 
Israeli tracks of the 
peace talks. 

Joining them are over 
a dozen of foreign minis- 
ters and hundreds of 
senior government offi- 
cials, mostly dealing 
with trade and economy 
in an emphatic reminder 
that while the Casablan- 
ca summit was more of a 
political nature, the Am- 
man gathering is more 
“business-driven," as 
the organisers described 
it. 

Projects worth more 
than $40 billion are ex- 
pected to be presented 


by the regional countries 
with the onus on the 
private sector for financ- 
ing. However, realistic 
expectations do not see 
announcements of bil- 
lions of dollars worth of 
projects being finalised 
since, by definition, 
most of the projects 
need further studies and 
close scrutiny by the 
business sector iLself that 
would involve months of 
negotiations still. 

By far. the main 
Jordanian expectation in 
conceptual terms is that 
the summit will serve as 
a forum to set the 
ground for a long-term 
“private-public sector” 
partnership and give an 
impetus to the King- 
dom's bureaucrats to 
adopt new management 
concepts to interact with 
the international econo- 
mic community. His 


Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said in a 
recent interview. 

Beyond that, howev- 
er, are also hopes that 
agreements on invest- 
ments worth a minimum 
level of $200 million in 
Jordan would also be 
reached on the fringes of 
the summit. 

Expectations are also 
that some of the road 
and infrastructure pro- 
jects. seen vital to attract 
investments, will be 
approved at the summit. 

On the institutional 
level, a Middle East de- 
velopment bank, a re- 
gional business council 
and a regional tourism 
board are expected to be 
announced at the sum- 
mit. Despite conflicting 
reports on the status of 
discussions on the three 
institutions, said di- 


plomatic sources, it was 
an almost certainty that 
all three would be laun- 
ched at the conference. 

Mr. Schwab of the 
WEF threw his weight 
behind the proposal for 
the regional develop- 
ment and emphasised its 
importance to the re- 
gion. He countered 
arguments that there 
were already enough 
financing agencies for 
funding Middle East 
projects by saying ihat 
“the more there are such 
institutions the better it 
is" for the countries of 
the region to secure 
funding. 

Mr. Schwab urged the 
conference to approve 
the proposal for bank. 
“It will create new. 


much-needed resources 
for regional develop- 
ment." he said. 

About 35 per cent of 
the participants are com- 
ing from the Arab 
World, 35 per cent from 
Europe. 20 per cent 
from the U.S. and Cana- 
da and 10 per cent from 
the rest of the world. 
Tight security sur- 
rounded the conference 

Thousands of police- 
men and soldiers were 
deployed in Amman, 
many of (hem on roofs 
and at all the major 
junctions. 

Several roads were 
sealed off around the 
King Hussein Sports 
City and the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 


(MEC) Co. & Universal Steel Fabrication 
Factory “Fabricators” 

Welcome Jordan visitors for the Amman summit & looking for 
cooperation of international companies who are Interested in joint 
ventures, licence or technical cooperation with our new factory 
“febri eaters’ erf 7,000 tonne/year production for equipment & M/Cs for 
petrochemical, mining, food & pharmaceutical industry, water & 
sewage, health & cleaning equipment & other. 

Interested welcome to call us on Ph.: 962-6- 
623261/622046 

' A. R. Taha Fax;: 962-6-624689 - Amman-Jordan 


l -H AIMT AT&T US ADirect* Service 

Your Express Connection to AT&T Service. 

Callk« die axes fhw ■ AvaHabteftanoiw lOOccmUricj woddwnfc 

Ovcnas is laser and easy mb ' Use your AT&T Cifing Caid or cafl mfca 

AT&T USADtnd&Savioe. *D«*)cmiibkAT»Tiemcc^ 

iK. uMr Eia. dal the number shown befcw fr om my phone ii ita country. 

BAHRAIN 800-001 I “ SAUDI ARABIA UXXH0 


KUWAIT 

BOO-288 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

800-121 

QATAR 

OBOM1I-77 

•SYRIA 

0801 


For all your Courier and Freight 
needs, call 

ARAMEX 

687471/664590, 

or contact our representatives at 
the business center in your hotel. 

Open 24hrs for yoilr calls. 


JORDAN 18800 000 | 

* AT&T Worid CooMct ** Servfc* 

— Limited AT&T World Cmmect ** Service 


For more information please call the AT&T - 
. „ Global information solution 686647/8 


ARAMEX 

//..» v.i.jwr..'/,' 
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Potosb Production • The first regional Pan Arab company >, began production of potash fertilizer from the mineral rich Dead Sea in 1983 • Expansion of ’potash 
production facilities at the Dead Sea from an initial 1.2 Million tons to the present 1.8 million tons per year employing self developed unique technology 
• Exporting all the production to more than 40 countries uvrlduide • The Arab Potash Company is the third largest supplier ofpotasl) to Asia where its ptviiuct is 
the key for providing plant nutrients critical for feeding the increasing demands for food • Total exports in 1995 are expected to top 162 million dollars • The 
Arab Potash Company is also expanding its Potash production to reach 2.2 Million totis of product before the end of the century'. 
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ARAB POTASH COMPANY 

Into the next cenlu ry w i i b c a n f i d e n c c 


^RLIIIBSS^ 


The Arab Potash Company through its charter is entrusted with the development of industries based on the minerals of the Dead sea. 
Towards this end a number of projects are in various stages of implementaticm and all have been proven highly viable. 
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1.2 Million MT Industrial & 32000 MT Table 
Sail. 

-32 Million USD. 

The Dead Sea, Jordan. 

Soulh-Europe and Asia i Jordan. (20 Million 
USD. per year;. . 

Under ccnsmiakwi & expected completion 
in July ■%. 

Chioralkali Industry. 


Kaw Materials Raw Salt from the Dead Sea. 
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Industrial salt. Table sail 


50,000 MT per year of Oxide and 1 0,000 MT 
of Specialities. 

QQ Million USD. 

Dead Sea. Jordan. 

Regional and Europe (mainly exports) 1 30 
Mtibon USD per annum ). 

Studies Completed & lenders to be announced 
beggining of *96 for Completion in 1 W. 

In Reflectory Bricks for steel furnaces.. 

Dead Sea Brines and local Limestone. 
Magnesia and MgO specialities. 


25,000 MT of Bromine expandable to 50,000 
MT per year and associated. 

100 Million USD. 

Dead Sea. Jordan. 

Exports mainly to Asia & Europe. 

Linder negotiauons wiih Parmer* - First 
Phase by 1906. 

Flame Reuidants. Drilling Fluids, 
Photographic Chemicals. 

Dead Sea Brines. 

Bromine, Tetrabram, Calcium Bromide, 
Sodium Bromide. 


".Otio MT year Potassium Sulphate. 

MT. vear Pi calcium Phosphate. 

75 Million USD. 

Aqaba. Jordan. 

Regional and mainly exports 26 Million per 
annum. 

Expected for completion in 1908. 


Speciality Fertilizers, animal Feed 

Potassium Chloride & Phosphate lucalh 
available & sulphur imports. 

Potassium Sulphate. Di calcuim Phosphate. 


These are some of our future plants & projects, for further information, please contact : APC - Amman Tel: 694381 1 666165 P.O.Box: 1470. 
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Middle East/North Africa Economic 

Programme for Sunday, Oct. 29, ’95 


Summit 


08.00- .09.00 Shuttle transport from hotels to Inter- 

Continental Hotel for World Economic 
Forum registration 

08.30-11.00 Registration at the Inter-Cominental Hotel 
(Registration from 12.00 onwards will be at 
the Royal Cultural Centre) 

09.00- 10.30 Special transport schedule from hotels to 

Palace of Culture (derails in each hotel) 

11.00- 11.15 Welcoming remarks 

(Palace of Culture, Sports City) 

- His Majesty King Hussein Bin TaiaJ of 
Jordan 

11.15-13.00 Opening Plenary Session 

introduced and moderated by: 

- His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Bin Tala! of Jordan 

- His Royal Highness Crown Prince Sidi 
Mohammed of Morocco 

- Warren Christopher, Secretary of State of 
the United States of America 

- Andrei Kozyrev, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Russia 

- Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation and President of 
the Palestinian Authority 

- Yitzhak Rabin, Prime Minister of Israel 

- Javier Solatia, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Spain and President of the Council of 
Ministers, European Union 

- Amr Moussa, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Egypt 

- Andre OneDet, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Canada 

- Yasuo Fukuda, Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Japan 

- Klaus Schwab, Founder and President, 
World Economic Forum 

Interpreted in Arabic. English. French 
Spouses are invited to follow the Opening 
Plenary Session from the Press Centre near 
the Palace of Culture 


13.00 


Transport provided to lunch venues 


1330-15.00 Opening lunch at Regency Palace Hotel (A1 
Alali and A1 Madafa) and Grand Palace Hotel 
(Lobby) 

15.00 Transport to Palace of Culture from Regency 
Palace Hotel 

15.00-15.30 Contact break 

An excellent opportunity to meet fellow 
participants in a relaxed and informal atmos- 
phere 

13.30-17.00 P! an-jy session (Fart I) 

(Palace of Culture, Sports City) 
The role of the international community in 
. supporting the economic underpinnings of 
peace-building 

- Giafcos Clerides. President of the Republic 
of Cyprus 

- Susanna AgneUI, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Italy 

- Hamad Bin Jassim Bin Jabr A1 Thani, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Qatar 

- Ronald Brown, Secretary of Commerce of 
the United States of America 

- Hazem El-Beblawi, Representative of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
Under Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and Executive Secretary, United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Western Asia (ESCWA), Amman 

- Yves GaOazid, Minister for Industry of 
France 

- Esmat Abdul Meguid, Secretary General of 
the Arab League, Cairo 

- Manuel Marin, Vice-President, European 
Commission. Brussels 

- Chaundhry Mukhiar, Minister of Com- 
merce of Pakistan 

- Anthony Nelson, Minister of Trade, Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry, Great Britain 


- Oh Myung, Minister of Construction and 
Transportation of the Republic of Korea 

- Gunter Rexrodl, Minister of Economics of 
Germany 

Moderated by: 

- His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Bin Tala! of Jordan 

- Interpreted in Arabic, English, French 
17.00 Transport provided for those going to the 

Royal Cultural Centre and Regency Palace 
Hotel 

17.00-1730 Contact break 

An excellent opportunity to meet fellow 
participants in a relaxed and informal 
atmosphere 

1730-19.00 Plenary session (Palace of Culture, Sports 
Gty)) and thematic discussions in parallel at 
the Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) and Re- 
gency Palace Hotel 

Discussions in Palace of Culture and RCC 
interpreted in Arabic. English, French 

1730-19.00 Plenary Session (Tart 2) 

(Palace of Culture, Sports City) 

The role of international community in 
supporting the economic underpinnings of 
peace-building 

- Sten Andersson. Former Minister of Fore- 
ign Affairs of Sweden 

- R.L. Bhatia, Minister of State for External 
Affairs of India 

- Jan Czaja, First Deputy Minister for Fore- 
ign Economic Relations of Poland 

- Dorothea Werneck, Minister of Industry. 
Trade and Tourism of Brazil 

- Ole Norrback, Minister for European 
Affairs and Foreign Trade of Finland 

- Anastassios Peponls, Minister of Industry of 
Greece 

- Kiri! Tsochev, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Trade and Industry of Bulgaria 

- Tian Zengpei, Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of China 

- Al-Habib Bin Yahya. Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Tunisia 

Moderated by: 

- His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Bui Talal of Jordan 

Interpreted in Arabic. English. French 

17.30-19.00 The requirements of a successful regional 
business strategy : synergies between govern- 
ment, business and international financial 
institutions (RCC. Room 2) 

- Wasef Azar, Deputy Chairman and Manag- 
ing Director. The Business Bank, Jordan 

- Paul Bowman. Vice-President. Internation- 
al, Johnson & Johnson. USA 

- Jos£ Luis Dicenta. Secretary of State for 
International Cooperation and Ibcroamer- 
ica, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Spain 

- Daniel Hesse, President and Chief Executive 
Officer, AT&T Network Systems Interna- 
tional. The Netherlands 

- Dan Propper, President. Manufacturers 
Association of Israel: chief Executive Offic- 
er, Osem Group of Companies. Israel 

Moderated by: 

- Abdullah Bin Hamad Ai Attiyah, Minister of 
Energy and Industry of Qatar 

Interpreted in Arabic, English, French 

17.30-19.00 Regional Stock Markets 

(Regency Palace, Petra 1) 


- Mahmoud Jarwani. Executive President, 
Muscat Stock Exchange. Oman 

- Dominique Leblanc, Deputy General Mana- 
ger, Paris Stock Exchange. France 

- Sir William Ryrie, Vice-Chairman. Baring 
Holding Company. Great Britain 

Moderated by: 

- G flies Cloutier, President. International 
Financial Services Institute. Canada 

17.30-19.00 Harmonising legislative structures and policies 

'RCC. Room 1) 

- Yousuf Kamal, Undersecretary. Ministry of 
Finance. Economics and Trade of Qatar 

- Jacques Manardo, Chairman. European 
Board, Deloine Touche Tohmatsu Interna- 
tional, France 

- Mohamad Z. Nashashibi, Minister of Fi- 
nance of the Palestinian Authority 

- Eberhard Rhein, Director, Mediterranean. 
Near East and Middle East. European 
Commission. Brussels 

Moderated by: 

- Hazem El-Beblawi, Representative of the 
Secretary -General of the United Nations: 
Under Secretary-General of the United Na- 
tions and Executive Secretary. United Na- 
tions Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA), Amman 


17.30-19.00 Trade financing 


(Regency Palace, Moab) 


- Fawzi Behzad, Director, 
Exchange. Bahrain 


Bahrain Stock 


- Haqain Abouyoub, Minister of Agriculture 
of Morocco 

- Arthur Dunkel, Chairman, Swiss Trade 
Initiative Middle East North Africa, 
Switzerland 

- Ziad Fariz, Chairman of the Board, The 
Export Finance Bank, Jordan 

- Hidwni Kawai, Resident Executive Director 
of Europe. Middle East and Africa, the 
Export-Import Bank of Japan 

- Asbjorn Mathisen, Deputy Minister of De- 
velopment Cooperation. Norway 

- John Page. Chief Economist, Middle East 
and North Africa Region. World Bank, 
Washington DC. 

Moderated by: 

- Anthony Nelson, Minister for Trade. De- 
partment of Trade and Industry. Great 
Britain 

17.30-19.00 Does a regional trading bloc have a compara- 
tive advantage in world markets? 

(RCC. Room 5) 

- Youssef Boutros-Ghali, Minister of State at 
the Council of Ministers lor International 
Cooperation. Egypt 

- Jacob Frenkel. Governor. Bank of Israel 

- Mofaanxd Ghannouchi, Minister of Interna- 
tional Cooperation and Foreign Investment 
of Tunisia 

- Joan Spero, Under Secretary of State for 
Economic and Agricultural Affairs. USA 

Moderated by: 

- Jesus Seade, Deputy Director-General. 
World Trade Organisation, Geneva 

17.30-19.00 The role of small-and medium-sized enter- 
prises in creating growth and employment 

(RCC, Room 4) 

- Moncef Cheikh-Rouhou, Chairman and 
General Manager. International Maghreb 
Merchant Bank. Tunisia 

- Leo Daly, Chairman and President. Leo A. 
Dalv. USA 

- Maurido De Maria y Campos, Director- 
General, UNIDO. Vienna 
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UNITED TRAVEL AGENCY 

Off United Airlines 

WE WELCOME ALL 
DELEGATES TO THE 

MENA Summit and 

ARE GLAD TO ANNOUNCE 
24 HOUR SERVICE FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS 
TRAVEL NEEDS 



PLEASE CALL US AT 641959 FROM 8:00 A.M. UNTIL 6:00 P.M. 
AND AT 079-38828 FROM 6:00 P.M. ONWARDS. 


Fedixi 


Federal Express 


Documents, Package 

World 




Freight 
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The World On Time 


- Jean -Charles Rouhcr. SecrcUry-GcncrjJ. 
Internationa! Chamber of Commerce. Paris 

- Nidal Sukhtian, ('hairman. Palestine In- 
dustrial & Investment Co., Gaza 

Moderated by: 

- Michael Kailis. Chairman. MG Kailu 
Group, Australia 

17 TO- IQ. 00 Special Economic Zones — RcftjoajJ Trade 
Hubs (RLL.ROom?) 

- Mohieddin Elgharrcb. Executive presi- 
dent, General Authority for Investment, 
Egypt 

- Enqrique Fwyol. Director, Tcenicas Reuni- 
das International. Spam 

- Robert Harwood, President. International 

Parks Inc.. USA , . . 

- Uriel Savir, Director General. Ministry of 
Foreicn Affairs. Israel 

- Wang Changbin. Vice-president. Cliina Re- 
sources (Holdings) Co.. Hong Kong 


Moderated by: 
- Zaki Ayyoubi, 
pany. Jordan 


17.3O-19.0U Water 


Chairman. Ayyoubi Com- 


( Regency Palace, Petra 2) 




J9.30 


- Sayyid Bader. Chairman. Interim Board 
of Governors of Middle East Desalination 
Centre. Ministry of Water and Electricity. 
Oman 

- N ass er Ezzat, Under Secretary, Ministry of 
Public Works and Water Resources. Head 
of Nile Sector; Member of the Egyptian 
Delegation to the Multilateral Water Re- 
sources Working Group, Egypt 

- Munther Haddad in. Partner and Director, 
Consolidated Consultants, Jordan 

- Fade! Kawash, Deputy Commissioner. 
National Water Authority. Palestinian Au- 
thority- 

- Brian" Sadler, Executive Director. Water 
Resources. Water Authority of Western 
Austalia. Australia 

- Uri Shamir. Adviser to the Israel Water 
Commission, Multilateral Peace Talks, 
Israel 

Moderated by: 

- John Hayward, Manager. World Bank, 
Washington D.C. 

Transport provided from Palace of Culture. 
Royal Cultural Centre and Regency Palace 
Hotel to dinner. venues 
Jordanian Ereniz^s bested by the Jordanian 
private sector at die InterContinental and 
Philadelphia hotels 

Spouses are cordially invited ro attend 



VILLA FOR RENT 

New luxurious deluxe villa in prime location in Abdoun, 
ready for occupation. American system. Built up area 
approximately 1.100 sq. m. (basement, ground & first 
floors), for rent to embassy or diplomatic missions. 
Interested Sunday to Monday 
call 691267 between 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 


LAND FOR SALE 

Area: 6,620 square metres 
Location: Gardens Street 
Fit for establishing a hotel 

Please call 698720 or 07-923-305 





Deluxe furnished apartment in Jabal Amman. Two 
bedrooms, large living room, glassed veranda, 
independent heating system, plus solar water heater, 
excellent furniture and appliances. 

Phone and Fax 817512 


FEASIBILITY STUDIES 



CARTELLE 


THE LEADERS IN : 

- FEASIBILITY STUDIES 

- COST - EFFECT STUDIES 

- MARKET RESEARCH 

- INDUSTRIAL CONSULTATION 


CALL US 

TEL. J77542, 677806 FAX 677806 - 677842 
(COMPANY PROFILE AVAILABLE) 


TO THE GUESTS OF JORDAN 
PARTICIPATING IN THE 
AMMAN ECONOMIC SUMMIT 

An experienced Jordanian establishment 
specialised in marketing furniture for 
houses, offices and hotels as well as 
kitchens, would like to cooperate with a 
qualified foreign company in order to 
establish a modern factory to produce 
furniture in Jordan. 

Land and buildings couftf be 
submitted in the industrial ar ea 

Ln.. Airunsn. 

Interested, please call Mr. Khalil Mish’al 
Tel: 775521 or 778017 

or write to Mohammad Khalil Mish’al & Sons 

Co. P.O.Box 6249 
Amman 11118 Jordan 
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Palestinian, U.S. firms sign water venture 

Ga2tA CITY (AP) — The Clinion administration is pressing 
Congress to ratify an agreement granting free trade status to the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, allowing duty-free entrv of Palestinian 
goods into the United States. U.S. Secretary of Commerce Ronald 
H. Brown said Saturday. Mr, Brown spoke at signing of a joint 
venture agreement between a Plaestinian and an American 
company' to filter, purify and bottle water from a West Bank 
spring- The signing ceremony was witnessed by Mr. Brown and 
Yasser Arafat at the Palestinian leader's seaside headquarters in 
Gaza City. Mr. Brown said the signing demonstrated the U.S. 
commitment to promote economic growth in the region. “We 
believe the United Slates has a special role lo play in helping to 
provide the Palestinian people with economic opportunity and that 
(free trade) agreemenr can be a pant step towards reaching that 
goal." he said. Mr. Arafat thanked Mr. Brown for attending the 
ceremony and said the project was a “start for more agreements.” 
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Militant leader Shaqaqi killed in Malta 

DAMASCUS |R) — Militant Palestinian leader Fathi Shaqaqi, 
whose group was responsible Tor attacks in which dozens of Israelis 
were killed, was assassinated in Malta on Thursday, Palestinian 
sources said on Saturday. “I say with great sorrow that brother 
Shaqaqi was assassinated in Malta,” a senior Palestinian official, 
who asked not to be named, told Reuierc. "Ail indications we 
have got so far show that the Israeli (secret service) Mossad is 
behind this cowardly action.’' he added. Another source said 
Shaqaqi, secretary-general of the Islamic Jihad organisation which 
opposes Israeli-PLO peace moves, was shot in his car arriving from 
Libya where he had held talks with Colonel Muammar Qadhafi. 
“We do not wish to hold the Libyans responsible -for brother 
Shaqaqi's assassination but the security measures they made were 
not enough to prosea him.” one source Said. 
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Crown Prince: Jordan seeks qualitative and 
sophisticated relations with world community 


By P.V.Vrvekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

JORDAN EXPECTS the 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca (MENA) economic con- 
ference opening today in 
Amman to serve as a laun- 
ching pad for a concerted, 
regionally and internationally 
supported effort to redress 
the imbalances resulting from 
the decades of conflict in the 
region. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan has 
said. 

The Kingdom is seeking a 
“qualitative (and) sophisti- 
cated relationship with the. 
international community, 
contributing to the global as 
well as the specific,” said the 
Crown Prince in an interview 
on the eve of the opening of 
the three-day conference in 


Amman. Describing the con- 
ference as unprecedented in 
terms of the more-than ex- 
pected high-level of interna- 
tional participation as well as 
the focus and objective of the 
gathering, the Crown Prince 
referred to the favourable 
treatment that the interna- 
tional community had been 
extending to Israel as a coun- 
try existing among hostile 
neighbours. 

“The quid pro quo of the 
past was that we will deal 
with Israel because it is iso- 
lated in the region (and) we 
will offer preferential 
arrangement (like) MFN 
(most favoured nation status) 
in compensation for the 
ostracising (of Israel) that the 
region has been responsible 
for in the eyes of the indus- 
trialised world,” the Crown 
Prince told the Jordan Times. 



“Now the time has corpe to 
say to the international com- 
munity that we have signed a 
full peace agreement in trans- 
parency and are working to- 


wards political and social sta- 
bility (and it) means the need 
to identifying the legitimate 
aspriations of all without dis- 
crimination.” The Crown 
Prince said. “The quality of 
life for all should improve 
without '.discrimination."' 
Reaffirming the quest for a 
'“partnership” between the 
private and. public sectors 
where the hinds will come 
from businessmen while the 
government would do what- 
ever it could to help facilitate . 
private sector activities, the 
Crown Prince said there had 
been a “mobilisation” of offi- 
cial and private sector forces 
in the country in preparation 
for the MENA summit. 

He expressed hope that 
“this mobilisation will live 
with us” as the Kingdom gets 
more engaged in liberalising 
the economy and shifting the 


onus onto the private sector. 
In any event, new "manage- 
ment concepts” are steadily 
flowing inwards as part of the 
process of change that the 
country has adopted. 

The Crown Prince cited as 
an example the proposed ex- 
pansion and joint Jordanian- 
israeli management of Aqaba 
airport as a strong sign of the 
change in thinking in the 
country. 

The very idea of a "bi- 
national” airport reflects the 
Jordanian acceptance of new 
concepts in economic man- 
agement. he said. 

Implicitly conceding that 
bringing about sweeping 
changes to make the country 
completely equitable with the 
economic environment of the 
advanced world would take 
years to achieve, the Crown 
(Continued on page 9) 



PLO urges 
Arab and 
Muslim 
leaders 
to meet on 
Jerusalem 

GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat on Saturday called for 
an urgent meeting of Arab 
and Islamic leaders to draw 
up battle plans against a U.S- 
Congress vote to'hiove the 
American . embassy xo Jeru- 
salem. 

The weekly meeting of the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) in Gaza called for 
“immediate” talks between 
the Arab League and the A1 
Quds Committee, chaired by 
King Hassan II of Morocco 
and set up by the Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC) to oversee resolu- 
tions taken on the status of 
Jerusalem. 

The PNA “strongly conde- 
mned" Tuesday's Congress 
vote, saying in a statement 
that it broke U.N. resolutions 
on the Holy City. 

The U.S. Congress voted 
overwhelmingly to move the 
(Continued on page 9) 
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Arab Bank at 
MENA summit 

THE ARAB BANK will 
be represented at the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
(MENA) conference by a 
high-level delegation com- 
prising the general manage- 
ment as well as representa- 
tives from the bank’s bran- 
ches in the United States, 
the United Kingdom, Italy, 
Palestine and Jordan. 

During the conference 
the i^ab Bank will offer 
banking services to the par- 
ticipating delegations and 
technical advice concerning 
the investment climate in 
Jordan and the projects 
they might be enquiring ab- 
out. 

The Arab Bank will also 
offer technical advice about 
the nature of financing in 
the Jordanian market and 
tile procedures for attain- 
ing it, in addition to other 
information about the Am- 
man Financial Market and 
its dealings. 

The Arab Bank delega- 
tion will also be ready to 
provide information about 
tax laws, investment prom- 
otion laws and other invest- 
ment incentives. 

An eight-member team 
(known as a technical task 
force) will supervise two of 
the Arab Bank’s units, at 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
and at the Press Centre. 

The unit at the press 
centre will be answering 
journalists' queries and 
providing them with the 
necessary information. 

The Arab Bank has 300 
branches in 30 countries in 
five continents in addition 
to a network of 1,500 bank 
correspondents around the 
world. 


World Bank official sees high 
growth potential for Jordan 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has 
moved ahead of the countries 
of the Middle East in adjust- 
ing itself to integration with 
the international economic 
community and the Kingdom 
mil achieve further successes 
in modernising its economy if 
it continues determined im- 
plementation of reforms and 
liberalisation policies, a 
senior World Bank official 
said Saturday. 

Ciao Koch-Weser, the 
World Bank's vice-president 
for the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) re- 
gion, said the bank would 
continue to extend develop- 
ment loans to Jordan and 
lobby with the donor com- 
munity to help the Kingdom 
implement the economic res- 
tructuring programme it is 
implementing in coordination 
with the International 


Monetary Fund (IMF). 

In essence, Mr. Kocb- 
Weser noted in an interview 
with the Jordan Times, the 
World Bank's support for 
Jordan stems from the fact 
that the very objectives of the 
Kingdom’s restructuring 
programme — self- 
sufficiency, economic liber- 
alisation and cost-effective 
management — were the 
same as sought by the bank 
itself for countries similar to 
the Kingdom. 

On Sunday, Jordan and the 
World Bank will sign an $80 
million loan that will help 
increase the Kingdom's fore- 
ign exchange reserves to 
more than $600 million and 
closer towards meeting an 
IMF-set base line of reserves 
equivalent to three months of 
imports. 

Mr. Koch-Weser, who is 
here to attend the MENA 
economic conference which 
opens today, specifically re- 


ferred to several points, 
which, he said, evidenced 
Jordan’s advance over other 
countries in the region in 
terms of integration with the 
international economic com- 
munity. 

“The record speaks for it- 
self,” he said. “There has 
been a very successful imple- 
mentation of a reform prog- 
ramme that is leading the way 
in the region,” he said, and 
died Morocco and Tunisia as 
two other countries which are 
also implementing successful 
reform programmes. 

The ease with which Jor- 
dan raised $50 million in 
seven-year bonds in the 
European money market two 
months ago was the best in- 
dication yet of the success of 
die Kingdom's economic per- 
formance, the World Bank 
offidal said, describing Jor- 
dan as slowly turning to be a 

■ Continued on page 4 


CBJ fixes 
dollar rate 


AMMAN (J .T. ) — The Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
has fixed the dinar/dollar ex- 
change rate at 708 fils for 
buying and 710 fils for selling, 
the CBJ Governor Moham- 
mad Said Nabulsi told Al 
Ra’i and the Jordan Times. 

According to Dr. Nabulsi 
other foreign currendes will 
continue to fluctuate against . 
the dinar according to inter- j 
national currency move- ■ 
ments. He said the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
did not object to this arrange- 
ment. 


KING, QUEEN RETURN HOME: Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor 
are received upon their return home early Saturday by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan (PetTa photo) 

King receives message 
from Saudi monarch 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday received a mes- 
sage from Saudi Arabia's 
King Fahd Ben Abdul 
Aziz delivered to him by 
Usama Ben Jaafar Al Fa- 
qih. the Saudi minister of 
trade, who also conveyed 
to the King greetings from 
the Saudi monarch and 
from Crown Prince Abul- 
lah Ben Abdul Aziz. 

At the audience, discus- 
sion covered relations be- 
tween the two countries 
and the positive outcome 
of the talks held between 
King Hussein and Prince 
Sultan in New York last 
week. 

The two sides reaf- 
firmed the need for res- 
toring normal relations 


among Arab countries 
and voiced their aspira- 
tions to promote these re- 
lations to their highest 
level through the efforts 
of King Hussein and King 
Fahd. 

The .meeting was 
attended by Royal Court 
Chief Marwan Al Qasem 
and Jordan's Ambassador 
to Saudi Arabia Hani 
Khalifeh as well as the 
under-secretary of the 
Saudi Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs for Economic and 
Cultural Affairs. Moham- 
mad Mamoun Kurdi, and 
the Saudi charge d’af- 
faires in Amman. 

King Hussein and Her 
Majesty Queen Noor re- 
turned to Amman early 


Saturday following visits 
to the United States and 
Spain. 

King Hussein attended 
celebrations marking the 
United Nations’ 50th 
anniversary in New York 
and delivered an address 
tackling the U.N. role and 
its services as well as its 
contributions to solving 
regional and international 
issues. 

King Hussein met with 
heads of delegations 
attending the U.N. 
celebrations and discussed 
regional as well as inter- 
national issues and topics 
of mutual concern. 

In Spain, the King re- 
ceived the Prince Asturias 
Prize for 1995. 


Centrists reject finding of poll 
on Jordanian-Palestinian ties 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Centrist Al Ahd 
Party Saturday cast doubts on 
the veracity of a recent opin- 
ion poll showing Palestinians 
and Jordanians favouring 
different forms of unity and 
said that the time was not 
ripe to tackle Jordan’s future 
ties with what it described as 
“unknown Palestinian enti- 
ty.” 

“The poll does not reflect 
the exact opinion of Jorda- 
nians,” said Abdul Hadi Ma- 
jaJi, secretary general of Al 
Ahd Party. “We do not know 
anything about the sample 
selected for the purpose. 
Perhaps most of them were 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin." 

Mustafa Hamameh, direc- 
tor of the Centre for Strategic 
Studies at the University of 
Jordan which conducted the 
study, dismissed the assertion 


and said all “uninformed dis- 
cussions about the sample are 
ideologically rooted.” 

A breakdown of the num- 
bers, made available to the 
Jordan Times, shows that the 
number of Jordanians of East 
Bank origin who favour unity 
with any future Palestinian 
entity exceeded that of Jorda- 
nians of Palestinian origin. 
Out of 1,200 Jordanians pol- 
led, 1,007 said they favour 
unity: 551 were East Bankers 
and 456 were Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin. 

The poll, released on Fri- 
day, was carried out by the 
Centre for Strategic Studies 
in cooperation with the 
Nablus-based Centre for 
Palestinian Research and 
Studies, on a sample of 1,144 
people in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and 1,600 Jorda- 
nians, including 400 refugee 
camp residents. 

Tne poll showed that 
Jordanians, camp residents 


and Palestinians are in favour 
of some sort of a future union 
between the two peoples with 
percentages of 86.7. 94.7 and 
77.2 per cent respectively. 
However, they differed over 
the final shape of that unity. > 

While 44.7 per cent of 
West Bankers and 53.7 per 
cent of Gazans favoured con- 
federation, 51.8 per cent of 
Jordanians showed interest in 
restoring the pre-1967 
arrangement when the West 
Bank was part of Jordan. The 
highest percentage of support 
in favour of this shape of 
unity came from refugee 
camp residents, 68.8 per 
cent. 

“Everyone wants unity... if 
asked,” said Mj. MajaVi’ 
’'But which kind of unity can 
we discuss now? Can there be 
unity with people who do not 
have a land?” 

Mr. Majali, also a deputy 

Continued on page 4 
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UFI is airaclixe and dynamic entity, established in 1980 by a group of 
Jordanian businessmen lo serve and act on behalf of (represent) institutional 
and individual investors in the Amman Financial Market (AFM). 

The founders of UFI have transpired iheir motivation and diversified ex- 
perience in tiie areas of finance and banking into the company, and are con- 
tinuously utilising their capabilities for its benefit. The company's offices 
are located in the central part of the business and banking district in Am- 
man. From that location the company operates as a registered brokerage 
house in the AFM with full dedication to ineel the demands and expecta- 
tions of its clients. 

We at UFI are proud of the record success achieved so far. and are even 
more eager and confident of reaching higher goals through expanding the 
company and re-investing into Us future to capitalise on the benefits ot the 
new era of peace in the Middle East. 

Currently UFI is in the process of raising its capital to f .500.000 JD by 
doing so UFI will be' ranking among the top four (Public <C Private) Fi- 
nancial companies in AFM. in terms of total capital. As w e belief lhat keep- 
ing up with business, is as important us winning business. 

The founders of UFI have taken this mo\e with a viewpoint of anticipa- 
tion for the potential economic growth that Jordan, and the region are ex- 
pected to experience as we enter inlo the 2 I si century w ith new prospects 
for a peaceful business environment. 
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Libya continues 
its expulsion of 
foreign workers 

Ship sent to Cyprus to take back 
Palestinians, but takers unlikely 


SALLOUM, Egypt (Agen- 
cies) — About 400 Egyptian 
jvorkers expelled from Libya .- 
have arrived at the Egyptian 
border post of Salloum, cus- 
toms officials said Saturday. 

The workers who had been 
arriving at Salloum since Fri- 
day took the numbers of 
Egyptians thrown out of 
Libya in tbe past week to 700 
after 300 others ruined up on 
Sunday. 

The two groups were ex- 
pelled from the Ajdabiya re- 
gion west of Tripoli where 
Egyptians have been 
gathered together in a sta- 
dium, security services in Sal- 
loum said. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi said on Tuesday he 
would press on with his ex- 
pulsions of foreign workers in 
his country, adding that 20 
cases of cholera had been 
recorded in Ajdabiya. 

A joint Egyptian -Libyan 
committee on Saturday 
opened two days of ialks to 
try to look at' the problems of 
Egyptian workers in Libya 
and Libyan nationals in 
Egypt, foreign ministry offi- 
cials said. 

Colonel Qadhafi began his 
expulsions of foreign work- 
ers, mainly Africans, in early 
September and thousands of 
Egyptians have already been 
ejected from the country. 

In Cairo, Egyptian and Li- 
byan officials opened talks on 
the situation of Egyptians in 
Libya. Mustapha Abdul 
Azziz, an Egyptian assistant 
foreign minister, told the 
Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) tbe talks would last 
three days. 

Border officials said most 
of the Egyptian workers com- 
plained that they were round- 
ed up from several Libyan 
towns and taken to detention 
camps before able to gather 
their belongings. Those ex- 
pelled earlier have com- 
plained of Libyan security 
agents stealing valuables. 

The latest workers arriving 
said more Egyptians are in 
their way to the border. 

One of those ejected, 
Mohammad Abdul Fatah 
Hassan, told reporters that 
he was seized with other 
Egyptians in Ajdabiya. some 


700 kilometres east of Tripo- 
li. and was forced to leave for 
Egypt. 

He said workers of other 
nationalities, mostly Afri- 
cans. are being deported 
through Libya's southern de- 
sert. 

Libyan officials denied that 
deportees are mistreated and 
insisted that the expulsion 
was aimed at reorganising the 
labour market in Libya. 

Col. Qadhafi has said that 
he is not expelling the Palesti- 
nians but only helping them 
return to their homeland. 

On Wednesday, he told 
reporters that foreign work- 
ers including Egyptians are 
unwanted in Libya because 
most of them have unneeded 
jobs such as street vendors 
and casual labourers. 

He also said that many 
cases of serious diseases like 
cholera and AIDS have been 
discovered among foreign 
labour, especially Africans. 

He said Libya has given all* 
foreign workers without offi- 
cial permits until the end of 
December to leave. Sudanese 
officials have quoted Libyan 
authorities as saying they in- 
tend to expel the 300,000 
Sudanese in Libya. 

Libya meanwhile sent a 
ship to Cyprus on Saturday to 
take home 30 Palestinians it 
expelled along with more 
than 600 others two weeks 
ago, but a Cypriot police 
source said they did not want 
to go. 

“We are trying to convince 
them to get on (the ship),” 
the source told Reuters. 
“There are some objections. 
They don't want to go.” 

A Palestinian diplomat in 
■Nicosia, Fayyez Younes, told 
Reuters tbe ship, named the 
Crown, had been chartered 
by Libyan authorities to pick 
up 30 Palestinians who have 
been living aboard the Coun- . 
less M ferry for the past two’ 
weeks. 

Last weekend Syria 
accepted 60S of the 651 pas- 
sengers aboard the Countess 
M. On -Wednesday- 13 with 
Jordanian travel documents 
returned to Jordan,^ leaving^ 
the 30 Palestinians aboard • 
tbe vessel docked in Lamaca 
port. 


Gemayel calls for help to 
fight Lebanon ‘terrorism’ 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Former Lebanese President 
Amin Gemayel called Satur- 
day for international help to 
restore his country's political 
system, saying this was 
"essentiai” to curb interna- 
tional terrorism. 

“Lebanon has been export- 
ing in the last few years ter- 
rorism. fanaticism, religious 
extremism.” he said. 

“Why? Because Lebanon 
has been dismantled, because 
our traditions have been dis- 
mantled, because our politic- 
al system, democracy, our 
constitution have been dis-~ 
mantled." Mr. Gemayel told 
a news conference. 

The former president was 
greeted by 100 flag-waving 
supporters as he anived at the 
airport here Saturday amid 
tight security ahead of a 
meeting of about 100 dele-, 
gates of his Kataeb party. • 

Mr. Gemayel was Leba- 
non's president from 19S2 to 
198S following the assassina- 
tion of his brother, Bashir, 
killed while still president- 
elect. 


Syria’s occupation of much 
of Lebanon and the attitudes 
of the current Lebanese gov- 
ernment of President Elias 
Hrawi had helped make it a 
centre of international terror- 
ism. he said. 

Mr. Gemayel cited a series 
of groups he claimed had 
been trained in Lebanon, in- 
cluding Turkish Kurd rebels.. 
Algerian fundamentalists, 
the Shiite" Muslim fun- 
damentalist group HizboIIah' 
and the Japanese Red Bri- 
gades. 

In the 1970s his country 
had also trained members of 
the notorious Bader Meinhof 
gang, the German Marxist 
group, he said. 

"it’s essential to help 
-Lebanon in recovering its 
democracy and freedom.” 
Mr. Gemayel said. 

It was necessary to help the 
country’s government and 
people recover “full author- 
ity on our soil.” he said, in 
order “to stop Lebanon being 
a platform -for terrorism all 
over the world." 


Loan accords to be signed today 

* (Continued from 16) 


the signing of the Italian 
accord was not immediately 
known. 

As a result of the 
agreements with Japan, the 
World Bank and Italy. Jordan 
will' get a net amount of SI 72 
million to boost its foreign 
exchange reserves to over 
$600 million. 

Iordan is bound under the 
restructuring programme it is 
implementing in 
coordination with the IMF to 
raise its reserves to about 
$700 million - the equiva- 
lent of three months of 
imports — before the end of 
the year. 

Japan holds about SI .8 
billion of Jordan's tgtal 
foreign debts of S5.6 billion. 
The accords to be signed to- 
day raises Tokyo's loans and 
grants to Jordan in fiscal 
1995 to $441 million. A 1 
split-up of the figure showed 
$215 million in untied 
“commodity loan" ($135 
from the Export- Import Bank 
and $80 million from OECF); 
$196 million in project 


loans ($100 million for the 
Aqaba thermal power station 
and S80 million for “human 
resources development" -- 
schools etc.- from OECF) 
and SI 6 million for the TCC 
(from the Export-Import 
Bank): and S30 million in 
project grants and technical 
assistance (under separate 
agreements expected to be 
signed later). 

Japan's agreement to 
reschedule $155 million of 
Jordan’s debts (due between 
July 1994 and May 1997) to 
18-20 years with a grace pe- 
riod of three to five years is 
part of a broad accord that the 
Kingdom reached with the 
Paris Club of creditor 
governments in June 1994. 

A total of SI. 21 billion of 
Jordan's debts were 
rescheduled under the Paris 
Club agreement, which calls 
for separate accords with the 
governments concerned to 
formalise the arrangement. 
The relevant Jordanian- 
Japanese agreement will be 
signed in November. 


‘Magic World’ denies it is fake 


(Continued from page 16) 
headline so sensationalised Nabil Sherif. Saturday said 


that one must question the 
motives of A1 Dustour in 
printing this outrageously 
false article.” 

"... Magic World calls 
upon AI Dustour to print a 
full retraction of its article 
with equal prominence to 
that given the original article 
(including the use of a large 
red headline). A retraction is 
the only way for Al Dustour 
to maintain any credibility 
that it has with its readership. 

“(The paper) has com- 
pounded its error in judge- 
ment by priming similarly 
false information on page six 
of its Ocx. 28 supplement on 
the Amman economic sum- 
mit. (An English edition 
which) was distributed to all 
of the MENA partici- 
pants...” 

In addition to seeking a 
retraction of the statements 
in Al Dustour. Mr. Ligon 
told the Jordan Times that 
Magic World was exploring 
all legal options available to 
it. 

Editor of AJ Dustour. Dr. 


PNA to 
publish 
electoral 
legislation 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) is to publish its 
first law on elections to a 
self-rule council, Palestinian 
local government minister 
Saeb Erakat said Saturday. 

The law is to be published 
Sunday, Mr. Erakat said at 
the end of the weekly meet- 
ing of the PNA. 

He also announced thar the 
first group of 60 international 
observers will arrive on Nov. 
9 to supervise the drawing up 
of an electoral register. 

The Israei-Palestinian 
Organisation (PLO) auton- 
omy accord signed on Sept. 
28 in Washington sets out an 
82-member council plus a 
president to be elected direct- 
ly by universal suffrage. 

AH Palestinians aged 17 
and over, and living in the 
West Bank, the Gaza Strip 
and East Jerusalem will have 
the right to vote, except if 
they are deprived of it by a 
court ruling or have Israeli 
nationality. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said Friday 
that the first Palestinian 
general elections will rake 
place Jan. 20. 

The European Union, 
which is to supervise the elec- 
tion process from, beginning 
to end, had told him the 
Palestinians could meet the 
date, be added. 

Speaking to reporters after 
meeting with EU delegation, 
Mr. Peres said Mauel Marin, 
the EU official dealing with 
Palestinian elections, told 
him the Jan. 20 date could be 
inet. 

Mr. Marin met earlier with 
■Dr. Erekat, and Joel Singer, 
legal adviser from Israel's 
foreign ministry, to iron out 
remaining disagreements on 
the elections. Mr. Peres said 
all the issues were resolved. 

“We have to keep to the 
rules and we have to keep to 
the date,” he said. “The elec- 
tions will take place on time. 

Mr. Peres praised the EU 
for helping the Palestinians 
plan the elections. The EU 
will provide most of the elec- 
tion observers and most of 
the funding — more than $20 
million. 


World Bank sees high potential 

Continued from page 3 
corporate 


very successful 
borrower. 

The Euro-bond issue, par- 
tially guaranteed by the 
World Bank itself, came 
against a backdrop of mea- 
sures adopted by Jordan. Mr. 
Koch-Weser noted. These in- 
clude reforms in the taxation 
structure, adoption of a new 
investment promotion law, 
and further moves towards 
trade and economic liber- 
alisation as supported by the 
Kingdom's application to en- 
ter the World Trade Orga- 
nisation. 

Jordan is also negotiating a 
“partnership” agreement 
with the European Union 
that would effectively bring 
about further flexibility- in the 
Kingdom's economic and 
trade strategies. 

Crowning the achieve- 
ments of Jordan, despite stiff 
difficulties posed by the eco- 
nomic fallout of the 1991 
Gulf crisis and a heavy fore- 
ign debt overhang, is its host-, 
ing of the MENA summit, 
said Mr. Koch-Weser, noting 
that the very focus of the 
conference was on realising a 
dominating role for the pri- 
vate sector. 

“I congratulate the govern- 
ment of Jordan for the mea- 
sures it has adopted with 
success.” the World Bank 
official said. Jordan is on the 
way to achieve further suc- 
cesses if “the Jordanian au- 
thorities continue as forceful- 
ly as possible on the medium- 
path reform path as they have 
done in the past few years." 

He specifically referred 
Jordan’s achievements the 
average six per cent annual 
economic growth and reduc- 


tion and removal of the big 
debt overhang” — we will 
plead for more (on behalf of 
Jordan)” — to help increase 
the country’s reserves furth- 
er. 

Jordan also has to remove 
“the remaining trade and in- 
vestment barriers and l think 
the (MENA) summit is an 
excellent opportunity to say 
that to the world.” said Mr. 
Koch-Weser. 

The World Bank is giving 
about $140 million a year to 
Jordan in structural loans to 
help the Kingdom to con- 
tinue its economic reform 
programme while also build- 
ing its foreign exchange re- 
serves. 

“This is one of the very- 
high per capita loans” that 
any country is receiving from 
the World Bank, and it is an 
indication of the bank's 
“positive and substantial” 
support for the Kingdom, he 
said. 

“I am very glad that our 
support loans also has an 
ultimate objective of a free-' 
trade association with the 
European Union.” Mr. 
Koch-NVeser said, referring 
to the proposed Jordanian- 
EU partnership accord. 

Mr. Koch-Weser described 
the recent introduction in 
Jordan of access to Internet 
as pan of the Kingdom’s 
efforts to afford access to 
information for its people. 
While the World Bank offi- 
cial would not say so in so 
many words, the implication 
was also that the free access 
to electronic information 
means lesser state controls on 
the flow of data in and out of 
the country policy. 


Centrists reject poll finding 

Continued from page 3 

al the Lower House of Parlia- ' “This is unacceptable too,” 


ment, contended that unity 
between Jordan and any fu- 
ture Palestinian entity should 
not be tackled at present. He 
claimed that the results of the 
opinion poll that showed 
Jordanians and Palestinians 
desire for unity cannot poss- 
ibly be taken into account 
since “it depends on the man- 
ner in which the questions 
were put.” 

“This is censorship,” said 
Dr. Hamarneh. “Those who 
reject the results of the study 
are assuming things without 
scientifically reading or ana- 
lysing the results.” 


he added. 

Dr. Hamarneh, whose cen- 
tre has two polls and one 
roundtable discussion on tbe 
future of Palestinian- 
Jordanian ties this year, said 
the centre stands by its find- 
ings. 

Our mission “is to provide 
data for everybody involved 
in the politcal life to help 
them make decisions. We 
have no preference,” Dr. 
Hamarneh said. 

“Our findings are useful 
and can be described as gold- 
mines for researchers in the 
social sciences." 


he was not prepared to com 
ment on the issue until he had 
a chance to look further into 
the matter. 

Mr. Fulscher declined to 
disclose the company's capit- 
al, saying only that: “We are 
a private company with U.S. 
investors. We don’t release 
our financial statistics to any- 
one. However, let me say our 
situation is adequate for this 
project, and I can assure you 
bur financials are substan- 
tial.” 

A letter from the com- 
pany's certified public 
accountant provided to the 
Jordan Times indicated that 
Group LLC holds assets in 
excess of $3 million, and 
showed the company's ex- 
penditures in feasibility stu- 
dies to be nearly $1 million. 

Under the agreement 
signed by Magic World and 
ARA President Fayez Kha- 
sawneh. Magic World would 
build a resort on 566 dunums 
on the Aqaba gulfs south 
coast complete with a 400 
dunum theme park and a 256 
room, 5-star hotel. The 
agreement, as it stands, is not 
binding on rhe Jordanian 
government, which, accord- 
ing to Mr. Fulscher, will hold 
minority equity in the com- 
pany. 

Mr. Fulscher said the com- 
pany is prepared to assume 
all financing for the project 
and lease the land at a 30- 
year option, although, he 
raid the Jordanian govern- 
ment would have some equity 
in the company. “I can't tell 
you how much, but it will be 
3 minority.” The remainder 
.will be held by Magic World, 
he said. 

He added that the com- 
pany will most likely be soli- 
citing some additional Jorda- 
nian investment. “When we 
started with the ARA, we 
were asked to create a 
mechanism for Jordanians to 
invest,” he said, “and we 
have worked with the Am- 
man Financial Market to de- 
velop a public market. At 
some future point, we would 
like to utilise the public mar- 
ket in Jordan and go public in 
the U.S. as well.” He said 
that he expects the company 
would offer investment 
opportunities one year after 
operations commence. 


PM voices 
optimism 
over summit 

Continued from page 16) 

Following the meeting, 
which was held at the Prime 
Ministry, Mr. Musa said the 
two sides focused on means 
of coordinating their stands 
at the summit. 

He added that Egypt's 
large-scale participation at 
the summit dearly manifests 
his country's keen interest in 
it. 

He voiced hope that the 
summit would succeed in 
laying the true and realistic 
foundations for developing 
the Middle East, adding that 
the two countries were in full 
agreement on the institutions 
that are to be established at 
the summit. 

The meeting was attended 
on the Jordanian side by Fi- 
nance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh. Minister of Industry 
and Trade Ali Abul Ragheb, 
Minister of Planning Rima 
Khalaf and Jordanian 
Ambassador in Washington 
Fayez Tarawneh. 

The meeting was attended 
on the Egyptian side by 
Minister of the Business Sec- 
tor Atef Obeid, Minister of 
International Cooperation 
Boutros Ghali and Minister 
of Economy and Foreign 
Trade Mahmoud Mahmoud. 


news in brief 


Girl killed as school wall collapses in Lebanon 

RPTRirr I 3.FP) - A l-uc.ir.-ui p.rl died crushed under 

SSrss? srissrter sfirt 

daughter of (Dormer Lebanese nation.** jhWkv chief, died 

when the wall collapsed as she was 

came at the school in Nahr Ibrahim. .s0 ^kilometres north Ol 

Beirut A 1^-v car-old bov suffered biokcn kgs ifl the 

accident on Friday, police said, The 
L’Orieni-Le Jour, said investigators helloed the newly 
ronsmreteef wall might have been knocked down by a 
bulldozer on a neighbouring building mic or collapsed 
because of vibrations from the machine 

Iraqi army officer defects to Iran 

TEHRAN lAFP) — A senior Iraqi army officer has 
defected and sought refuge in Iran, a newspaper reported 
here Saturday. Jomhuri Islam: said the officer, who was not 
identified, had arrived in Iran a week ago. comp aimng of 
the “deplorable situation in the anm and ok tali nai 
regime" of President Saddam Hussein. The paper raaJ 
Iraqi security officers and a militarv official had a 1 ready 
defected to Iran in the pasr month. It was the first time that 
an Iranian newspaper had reported detections b> Iraqi 
military officials to Iran. 

Israeli police officer accused of shoplifting 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli justice ministry officials have 
threatened to suspend a senior police officer after he was 
accused of stealing a SI electricity switch from a shop, state 
radio reported on Friday. Israel Assaf. the deputy com- 
mander of Israel’s frontier guards, a police unit, was filmed 
allegedly taking the switch in a shop at Hedera. north of 
Ter.Aviv. the "radio raid. 

Baby kidnapped from Kuwait hospital 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Three people were arrested 
after kidnapping an eight-day-old baby from a hospital in 
Kuwait, health officials said Saturday. The Baby, abducted 
during visitinc hour on Friday at Al Addun Hospital, 45 
kilometres south of Kuwait" City, was returned to its 
parents after staff discovered who the kidnappers were and 
set a trap, newspapers here said. The three kidnapper*, a 
woman unable to have children, her father and her sister, 
were caught after a man telephoned the hospital asking for 
a nurse to come to a woman who had just given birth. The 
nurse, seeing that the child was a few days old and that the 
mother was in perfect health, persuaded the family io go to 
hospital to register the birth apd they were subsequently 
arrested, the papers reported. “The baby was returned to 
its mother two hours after its disappearance." said Dr. 
Walid Al Fzcih. the hospital director, who added that it 
was the first incident of its kind in ihe hospital 

Ramos thanks UAE president for saving maid 

MANILA (AFP) — Philippine President Fide! Ramos 
thanked United Arab Emirates (UAE) President Sheikh 
Zaycd Al Nahayan for saving a teenage Filipina maid from 
execution for murder, the presidential palace said Satur- 
day. Sarah Balabagan. a 16-year-old Filipino Muslim, was 
spared the death penalty after the UAE leader convinced 
the family of the manshehad killed to drop their demands 
for her execution. Ms. Balabagan was sentenced b> a lower 
court to die by firing squad for stabbing to death her UAE- 
employer. Mohammad Almas Al Baloushi. whom she 
claimed had raped her. "The government of the Republic 
of the Philippines, the Filipino people, the Balabagan 
family and I will always remember your remarkable act of 
benevolence and mercy." Mr. Ramos said inn letter to his 
UAE counterpart. Ms’ Balabagan is still in jail in the oasi> 
town of Al ’Ain and diplomatic efforts are underway for 
her to be freed. 

Turkish president approves early elections 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish President Suleyman Demirel on 
Saturday approved a bill calling for early general elections, 
paving the way for Dec. 24 polls despite fears there is not 
time to update voting lists. But parliamentarians opposed 
to early polls immediately started collecting signatures to 
force tfie constitutional court to review the law in hopes of 
having it overturned. “We want the law to be revoked.” 
Social Democrat Deputy Mumtaz Soyral told the state- 
controlled Anatolian news agency. Parliament has passed 
two laws to hold early general elections, one which can be 
reviewed by the high court and one which analysts say 
cannot be reviewed. But Mr. Soysal threatened to find a 
way to get the second decision overturned as well. The bill 
was originally submitted by Prime Minister Tansu Ciller's 
True Path Party and the social democrat Republican 
People’s party. Ms. Ciller's minority government, which 
lost a vote of confidence on Oct. 15, holds power on a 
caretaker basis. 

Mahtii’s home reported surrounded after attack 

CAIRO ( AFP) — Sudanese security forces surrounded the 
home of former Prime Minister Sadeq Al Mahdi after he 
delivered a vehemently anti-government speech, the 
Sudanese opposition said in a statement here Saturday. 
The statement condemned »he security force’s “barbaric 
behaviour.” and called on international human rights 
organisations to add this latest act to “the list of human 
rights violations in Sudan.” Security forces surrounded Mr. 
Mahdi’s home in Omdurman. near Khartoum, on- Friday, 
and detained scores of people who flocked to visit him, 
according to Mubarak Fadel Al MahOi, who handles 
externa] relations for Mr. Mahdi 's Umma Parry. Speaking 
at the University of AI Ahfad in Omdurman on Thursday. 
Mr. Mahdi criticised Hassan Tourabi’s National Islam’ic 
Front government, especially his policy on education and 
living conditinos in the country. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 


14:00 The Flintsloncs 

14130 Joshua Jones 

14^5 .... Droopy Master Detective 

15:19 Family Playhouse 

15:39 PugwatTs Summer 

16:0® i Love Lucy 

16:38 Tarazan 

17:99 


Children's Programme — Cocottc 
Minute 

17:30 Scric — Fruits & Legumes 

IfcflO Cocumcnt 

IMO News in French 

19:15 

Magazine — Sports Et Musiquc 

News Headlines 

IMS Nurses 

2940 Cinema. Gncma 

29:25 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:10 Heartbeat 

21:45 Doc — Futures 

22HM News in English 

22t25 CoudlCKtrikc 

23:10 Cassidy 

Mh30 Comedy My Two Wives 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:27 Fair 

fJS:45 (Sunrise) Doha 

11:19 Dhuhr 

1*26 “Aar 

16:54 Maghreb 

18:12 -Isha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swrifldi, Td. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Td. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 6245911. 
Church of the A n nu nci a ti on TcJ. 
637440. 

De b Sefie Church Td. 661757 
Temsancta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the A nnunria Sion Td. 

623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 652X26 
Armenian CathoBc Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

St Ephraha Church Tel. 77] 751. 
Amman International Church Tel.' 
652526. 

EvunxeBcul Lutheran. Church Tel: 
B24328. 

Gennan-cpeakiug Evangelical Con- 

grtgaftM Td. 845457 

The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 

Church of Naiwene Tcl.675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church in 

Amman 

Td. 811295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Cool, cloudy, and rainy weather 
conditions are expected to prevail 
today with winds northwesterly 


moderate to active. In Aqaba, skies 
will be partly cloudy with winds 
northerly moderate and seas culm. 


Mm ./Max. temp. 

Amman 12/21 

Aqaba IK / 27 

Deserts 10/25 

Jordan Valley 18 / 26 


Yesterday's high temperatures; 
Amman 2b, Aqaba 28, Humidity 
readings: Amman 35 per cent. 
Aqaba 55 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukblcs Mazahrah X20425 

Dr. Jum'a Abu Dhiah 758X48 

Dr. Walid Al Masri 6754H5 

Dr. Yousef Rushed 8963UI 

Finn pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdnws pharmacy 77K336 

Al Ascmu pharmacy 6371155 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623*72 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacouh pharmacy 644945 

Shmchani pharmacy 637660 

Noiroujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


IRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad AI Hilu .... 279773 
Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Khiifid Abdul Salam .... 9X4549 
Khalifch pharmacy 0854 17 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre h371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 6611 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 631)34] 

Civil Defence Emergency 19V 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fin; Brigade 6I7IUI 

Blood Bank 77512 1 

Highway Police K434U2 

Traffic Police X9639U 

PUblx Security Department <i3(1321 

Hotel Complaints 605KIXI 

Price Complaints 661(76 

•Water and Sewerage 

Complaints K97467 

Amman Municipality 

Comphinis 7X7111 

Tricpburc Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls (11(1230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623WI 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority oho 1 00 

Jordan Elect ridiy Authority 

’ 8J.SAI5 


• Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-5321X1 
Ouccn Alia !nti. Airport »S-532[XI 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre XI3K13/32 
KhaKdi Matcrniiv. J. Amn 

fvtcxi.-n 

Akilch Muicrnitv. J. Amn. 

64244 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhus J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcbuiii 6U7II71 

Shmcisani Hospital 669(31 

University Hospital W5M5 

Al-Muushcr Hospital 667227.N 

The Islamic. Ahdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali 664164/6 

Italian. At-.Muhajrecn ... 777101/3 
A I- Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 
Amiv.Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amui Hospital 607155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Gust. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqu National Hospital 


(119)91X156(1 

IhnSma Hospital {09)9.H6732‘ 

Al Hikmj Modem Hospital (INPNiMu 
The A rah Centre fur Heart and Special 
Surgery *65199 

IRBID: 

Princess Basnu Huspiu! (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Htbphal (tll)2722?5 
Jhn AJNJm Hospital / 02 ) 247 iM 


AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Hlghts 

(Terminal 1) 


07:45 Aqaba (RJ) 

MJ0 Jeddah (RJ) 

Lamaca (RJ) 

WtiB Dhuhran. Rivadh(RJ) 

09:10 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Beirut (R|) 

OfcSD Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

Ws® Brussels, Damascus (RJ) 

16:45 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

17:00 Paris (RJ) 

17:50 London (RJ) 

IS.-00 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

»« Athens (RJ) 

18:45 Frankiun (RJ) 

I9--40 Rome (RJ) 

20:25 Rdme (RJ) 

20^0 Vienna (RJ) 

0Ot39 Aqaba (RJ) 

OIsJO Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flight® (Terminal 2) 

10 jo Sanaa ( I Y) 

12:49 Bahrain. Sbanqab (GF) 


12:40 Moscow (GF) 

15:15 Rome. Damascus ( AZ) 

19:35 Cairo (MS) 

29:10 Beirut. (ME) 

21:20 London. Beirut (BA) 

22J0 Istanbul (TK) 

22JO .. Athens (OA) 

“*25 Amsterdam (KLl 

•ls» London ( KJ) 


07:45 . 

Ii30 . 

13 JO 

15:95 

29:25 
00:05 . 

01:35 . 

03:00. 


Beirut (ME) 

Sanaa (m 

Doha (GF) 

Moscow (SU) 

Cairo (MS) 

Beirut. London (BA) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

.. . Athens (OA) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Righto 

(Terminal 1) 


J*'-*! Aqaba (RJ) 

••• Beirut (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

!0; 20 Aqaba. Vienna (RJ) 

rt:l® Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

I IrfS Amsterdam. New York ( RJ I 

R"mc (RJ) 

^ Athens (RJ) 

Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

New Dchli (RJ) 

tr!7f Damascus (RJ) 

r.'if •; Damascus (RJ) 

“■“G Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

32 Jakarta (RJ) 

Aqab.it RJ) 

Sanaa (RJl 

Other (Ughta (Tormina) 2 ) 

Rome | AZ) 


MARKET PRICES 


l 'pperknter price m i , K per kg. 

Apple 

TtltV 5H) 

Banana 

680 

Banana (Mukammar) . 

fCO 

t abbage 

. 200 / 140 



Cauliflower 

.. 241*140 

1 ucumbcrs (large) .. 

2110 IN) 

Cucumbers (small) . . 

340 240 

Eggplant 

.. 22ft IN) 

Garlic 

?NkMtft 

Grapes 

... 6UV5W 

Grape Fruit 

. 2NVI50 

Lemon 

... 2W/16H 

Marrow (Urge! 

... 144V 9tl 

Marrow { small) 

. 230 / 160 

OhwMgievn) 

... OV32U 

Orion (dry) 

.. 2NV INI 

Orange 

.. 5UU4ntt 

Pcppct (hot 1 

200 » INI 

Pepper (sweet) 

... 200)50 

Pomegranate 

... 3MV260 

Potato 

.. 340 250 

Spinach 

220120 

Sinng Beam. 

.. 7ftt) . 600 

Tangerine 

.... 300' 180 

Tomato 
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S. Korean foreign minister reviews prospects of 
joint works in water, railways and construction 


Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Saturday meets with World Bank Vice Pres- 
ident Cak> Koch-Weser who is in Amman to attend the MENA economic summit 
(Petra photo) 

World Bank is supportive of 
Jordan’s economic reform plans 


AMMAN (Petra) — World 
Bank Vice-President Caio 
Koch-Weser Saturday met 
Prime Munster Sharif Zeid 
Beo Shaker to discuss 
measures and economic 
reforms aimed at liberalis- 
ing the national economy 
and paving the ground for 
private sector investments. 

Mr. Koch-Weser said the 
World Bank fully supported 
Jordan's efforts to reform 
its economy, and that Jor- 
dan will be provided with 
the required financial and 
technical assistance to help 
its - development pro- 


grammes. 

The prime minister and 
Mr, Koch-Weser reviewed 
various economic pro- 
grammes and reform plans 
recently introduced by the 
government Sharif Zeid 
said the Kingdom was pro- 
ceeding with cooperation 
plans with the World Bank 
in order to meet its eco- 
nomic reform goals. 

The meeting was attended 
by Finance Minister Basel 
Jardaneh. 

Earlier Saturday, Sharif 
Zeid visited the press centre 
for the Middle East and 


North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit at AJ Hus- 
sein Youth City and was 
briefed on last-minute 
preparations. 

The prime minister said 
that representatives of Arab 
countries in the MENA 
conference at any level in 
the private as well as the 
public sectors will undoubt- 
edly lay the foundation for 
solidarity and coordination 
among the Arab countries. 

He said be was optimistic 
that the conference will 
benefit to all concerned. 


AMMAN (Petra) — South 
Korea is eager to promote 
economic ties with Jordan, 
particularly in the imple- 
mentation of Jordan’s 
development schemes, 
Foreign Minister Myung 
Oh said during his meeting 
with Water and Irrigation 
and Transport Ministers 
Saleh Krsbeidat «nJ Samir 
Kawar Saturday. 

South Korean-Jordanian 
relations have witnessed 
rapid progress since His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
visit to the Southeast Asian 
country in 1983, the minis- 
ter said. 

Mr. Oh is leading his 
country’s delegation to the 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) confer- 
ence. 

He said South Korea will 
follow up on the implemen- 
tation of economic projects 
which Jordan is planning to 
submit to the conference. 

The South Korean minis- 
ter extended an invitation to 
Dr. Irsbeidat to visit South 
Korea and hold further 
talks on the transfer of 
modem technology to Jor- 



FILM 

* “Como ser nwjer y no morir en el intento" at Institute 
Cervantes at 6.00pm. 

* ''Frankenstein" at the American Centre at 5.00pm. 

LECTURE 

•"The Palestinians between the Administration of the Rev- 
olution and the Administration of the State" by Dr. Adrian 
Hafez Jabir at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation at 
6.00pm. 

BOOK FAIR 


BANI HAMIDA FALL EXHIBITION 

* The Bani Hamida Women's Weaving Project presents 
"Winds of Change" its fall exhibition at the Jerusalem 
Insurance Company in Shmeisani (TeL 658696) 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Sal am Kanaan and ceramics by Najwa 
Annab and Margaret Tadros at Alia Art Gallery. 

•Paintings by Iraqi artists Nazem Hamed at Orfali Gallery. 
•Paintings by Iraqi artist Saleh Jumai'i at Ab'ad Gallery. 
•Paintings by Shakir Hassan Al-Said at the French Cultur- 
al Centre- Posters on Louis Pasteur's achievements. 


“ Fifth International Book Pair, at the World Expo Centre, 
I Uryversity Road " ‘ „ . ... ; .... . 


.'in science. 


• Selected vyprks by the young and the established at The 
' Gallery, Hotel InterContinental. 
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Ismail Bilbeisi & Co. 

WELCOME 

ALL ARAB, FOREIGN OFFICIAL 
. t & BUSINESS DELEGATIONS 
. TO 

THE MENA AMMAN ECONOMIC SUMMIT 
WISHING THEM ALL THE SUCCESS IN BUILDING 
A NEW REGION OF PROSPERITY THROUGH 
COOPERATION BETWEEN 
ALL PARTIES CONCERNED. 


dan and on the implementa- 
tion of Jordanian develop- 
ment projects. 

Dr. Irsheidat said Jordan 
was looking forward to 
increased Jordanian-Kore- 
an ties and to acquiring 
Korean expertise in water- 
related fields. 

He noted that South 
Korea is already involved 
in local development 
schemes, such as water, 
transport and road projects, 
through several of private 
firms. 

Areas where involvement 
of South Korea was con- 
cerned were reviewed by 
the two ministers. 

Also Saturday, Ml Oh 
met with Minister of Trans- 
port Samir Kawar to dis- 
cuss bilateral cooperation 
in roads, railways, airports 
and sea ports. 

The Sooth Korean minis- 
ter said his country looked 
forward to aiding regional 
countries in their drive for 
development. The confer- 
ence will provide good 
opportunities for invest- 
ments in the region, Mr. Ob 
said. 



Minister of Transport Samir Kawar Saturday meets with South Korean Foreign Min- 
ister Myung Oh who arrived in Amman to attend the MENA economic summit (Petra 
photo) 


Mr. Oh later met with 
Minister of Public Works 
Abdul Razzak Ensour to 
discuss prospects few joint 


construction projects. 

Mr. Oh said his govern- 
ment was appreciative of 
Jordan’s treatment of South 


Korean workers who are 
involved in several con- 
struction schemes around 
the Kingdom. 


Royal commission says U.S. congressional vote 
on Jerusalem offends Arab, Islamic nations 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Royal Commission on 
Jerusalem Affairs (RCJA) 
Saturday described a vote 
by the U.S. Congress to 
move the American 
embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem as contravening 
international law and the 
U.N. Geneva Conventions 
and offending Arab and 
Islamic nations. 

The congressional deci- 
sion, which was endorsed 
by the majority of the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
and the Senate, constitutes 
a serious threat to the peace 
process which Is sponsored 


by the United States and 
which has repeatedly 
affirmed its determination 
to build a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East, 
the statement said. 

The U.N. resolutions call 
on Israel not to move its 
government headquarters to 
Jerusalem. The Security 
Council condemns the 
acquisition by Israel of 
Arab land by force and its 
attempts ro change the legal 
status of Jerusalem and 
demands the cancellation of 
all measures that ainrat any 
change in the character of 
the Arab city, the statement 


said. 

The U.S. legislature’s 
vote flagrantly violates 
these U.N. resolutions, the 
statement added. 

Since Arab Jerusalem was 
occupied in the 1967 war, 
U.N. resolutions on the 
West Baltic and the Gaza 
Strip apply also to the Arab 
city, the statement said. 

It said the U.N. resolu- 
tions urged aii nations to 
pull out their diplomatic 
mission?, from the city, in, 
implementator) of resoiur. 
lion 478 of 1980. . 

Noting that the vote in the 
US Congress coincided with 


the ongoing negotiations 
between the Palestinians and 
the Israelis, the statement said 
the vote totally disregarded the 
two sides' announcement that 
they would discuss the future 
of Jerusalem in the final stage 
of their negotiations next 
spring. The statement con- 
cluded by saying that 

Jerusalem will remain the cnix 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
stressing that there can be no 
just and durable peace in the 
„ region without the restoration 
...of. Arab sovereignty to the 
Arab city which should 
become the capital of the state 
of Palestine. 


YOUR JOINT VENTURE PARTNER IN JORDAN 


Century Investment Group Is a public share holding company with a registered capital of 
$10.4 million. Major share holders include: 


BANKS 


PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 


PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS 


- Arab Banking Corporation - Jordan University - Arab Investment Company 

- The Housing Bank - Yarmouk University - Near East Investments 

-The Business Bank - Jordanian Social Security Fund 

• Prominent Jordanian Businessmen (Salah, Sayeh, Shurdom, Rifai, Majali). 

Century aims for 50:50 partnerships with foreign investors on most of its range of 
industrial and retail projects. The total investment on projects already underway is $40 
million. Century is finalising a number of joint venture agreements with US and European 
companies ana has already signed JV agreements with: 

- UK's BabyGro (a subsidiary of US’s Sara Lee) for a garment manufacturing facility'. 

- US's Destination for a knitwear plant. 

- US’s Shamrock for the first world class shopping mall in Jordan. 

- Netherlands Balton Bv for a Dairy Dessert plant. 

Century is fully committed to your success in Jordan and will provide you with the following 
support: 

- Identify opportunities with long-term profit potential. 

- Provide financial and human resources. 

- Coordinate with all governmental agencies to facilitate obtaining permits and 
approvals. 

- Utilise its expertise in the region such as market trends and public relations. 

- Set-up a local integrated business system - monitor day to day operations and control 
quality assurance: recruit quality labor force and manage employee relations: 
coordinate related matters with all legal, marketing and distribution entities; perform 
all administrative and financial management including a full fledged computerized 
management information system. 

We are confident that as your joint venture partner in Jordan, we will meet all your needs 
and exceed your expectations. 
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Rebels harass Sri Lankan 
troops with mortar barrage 


COLOMBO (.AFP) — 
Tamil guerrillas Saturday 
kept up an intermittent mor- 
tar barrage on Sri Lankan 
troops, who were massed 
near the main rebel strong- 
hold in the north following 
a 11 -day offensive, officials 
said 

Meanwhile, security 
forces repulsed a dawn 
attack by separatist 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) on a police 
post in the eastern town of 
Eravur . killin g at least five 
LTTE mili tants, military 
officials said. 

Only two constables were 
wounded in the three-hour 
attack, officials said 

On the northern Jaffna 
peninsula, government 
troops were building new 
defences in a wide swathe 
of t erritor y captured from 
the LTTE during the offen- 
sive code named Rivirasa 
(Sunshine), a military 
spokesman said 

“Troops continued to con- 
solidate in the newly cap- 
tured areas. Terrorists inter- 
mittently fired mortars and 
small aims towards the 
troops,” the spokesman 
said 

He said one officer and a 
soldier were killed late 


Friday when LTTE militants 
fired 'mortars on army posi- 
tions set up during the 
advance by some 7,00 0 
troops towards the Li it’s 
main stronghold of Jaffna 
town. 

The latest army casualties 
raised to 128 the number of 
security personnel killed in 
the o ffensi ve. More than 
500 LTTE fighters have 
been killed in die operation 
so far, according to the mil- 
itary. 

Tbe military said that 
security forces were cur- 
rently within eight kilome- 
tres of Jaffna town, which 
the army has vowed to cap- 
ture during the Rivirasa 
Operation. 

There were signs of mon- 
soonal rains breaking out in 
the peninsula shortly but the 
military said heavy rains 
would not force a halt to the 
offensive, which has 
brought several vill ages 
dominated by the LTTE 
under army control. 

On Friday, deputy defence 
minister, Anuruddha 
Rat watte told Colombo- 
based diplomats that the 
objective of the offensive 
was to seize Jaffna but that 
the army was advancing 
slowly out of consideration 


for civilians. 

Mr. Ratwatte’s remarks 
came as President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga, 
who is currently visiting 
New York, predicted the 
next few days would be 
“critical” to the protracted 
ethnic conflict, which has 
claimed tbe lives of more 
than 50 ,000 people. 

The LTTE, which is fight- 
ing for a separate state in the 
northern and eastern regions 
for Sri Lanka's minority 
Tamils, has called for third 
party mediation to resolve 
the ethn ic wa r. 

The LTTE organ Inside 
Report said in its latest issue 
that previous peace talks 
had failed due to “mutual 
mistrust” and “hostility” 
and that the current military 
'action had further compli- 
cated the possibility of two- 
way talks. 

“In this complex situation 
riddled by mutual mistrust 
and hostility between the 
parties in conflict, it seems 
difficult to conceive of a 
solution to this protracted 
problem without the facili- 
tation or mediation of a neu- 
tral third party ” the Inside 
Report said. 

The call for an indepen- 
dent mediator was also 
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Ivory Coast President Henri Konan Bedie walks with aides after it was officially 
announced by the Constitutional Council that be had won the presidential elections 
(AFP photo) 

Bedie named Ivorian president 


ABIDJAN (R) — Henri 
Konan Bedie was formally 
installed as Ivory Coast’s 
second president after his 
weekend election victory. In 
a major opposition strong- 
hold members of his Baoule 
tribe fled their farms fearing 
attack. 

Noel Nemin, head of the 
West African state’s 
Constitutional Council, told 
assembled dignitaries at the 
Presidential Palace Mr: 
Bedie had won 95.25 per 
cent of valid votes in 
Sunday's poll. His sole 
opponent, lawyer Francis 
Wodie, won 3.80 per cent 

“The council has therefore 
taken note that you 
Monsieur Aime Henri 
Konan Bedie polled the 
required absolute majority 
of votes to be proclaimed 
elected. In consequence, tbe 
Constitutional Council pro- 
claims you president of the 
Republic of Ivory Coast,” 
he said. 

Ivory Coast, the world’s 
top cocoa producer, is bold- 
ing its second multi-party 
elections this year. A gener- 
al election is due on Nov. 
26, followed by municipal 
elections in December. 

Mr. Wodie broke ranks 
with his opposition allies to 
stand Sunday. The opposi- 
tion, accusing Mr. Bedie of 
manipulating electoral 
rules, cried foul before 
polling, called a boycott and 
vowed to disrupt the elec- 
tion. Polling took place 
despite unprecedented 


political unrest, which 
killed at least 10 people. 

Mr. Nemin said 1,722,506 
Ivorians cast their votes. He 
gave no percentage for the 
turnout but pre-poll figures 
released by the Interior 
Ministry put the registered 
electorate at about 3.8 mil- 
lion, which would make a 
turnout of about 45 per cent 

But as Mr. Bedie took 
over, ethnic tension reigned 
around the opposition 
stronghold of Gaguoa in the 
cocoa-giowing heartland. 

More than 4,000 members 
of Mr. Bedie’s Baoule tribe, 
have fled their farms since 
the weekend. “They are 
arriving, they are arriving, 
they are arriving," civil 
administrator Raymond 
Bikpo Adahi said by tele- 
phone from Gagnoa, where 
opposition militants seri- 
ously disrupted polling 
Sunday. 

Opposition newspapers 
accused the ruling 
Democratic Party of play- 
ing with fire by stoking up 
ethnic tension. 

“Ivorians, if we are not 
careful, will allow them- 
selves to be caught out by 
this campaign of disinfor- 
mation,’' the Republican, 
newspaper of tbe Rally Of 
the Republicans, said. 

La Voie, of the Ivorian 
Popular Front (FPI), spoke 
of “tribalisation of the polit- 
ical debate”. 

Mr. Bikpo Adahi put the 
□umber seeking refuge in 
two colleges in the town. 


230 kilometres northwest of 
the commercial capital 
Abidjan, at more than 
4,000. 

“Someone who doesn’t 
feel safe at home prefers to 
come into town. ..They are 
not refugees, they are dis- 
placed people. It is a popu- 
lation which finds itself in a 
position of insecurity and 
changes location,” he said 

The Baoule, one of 60 
tribes making up tbe rich 
ethnic mix in the nation of 
14 million people, have 
dominated power since 
1960 independence from 
France and are the main 
cocoa planters. 

The Gagnoa region is 
stronghold of the FPI which 
spearheaded the campaign 
that forced multi-party poli- 
tics on the first president, 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny, 
himself a Baoule, in 1990. 

The bete ethnic group of 
FPI leader Laurent Gbagbo 
are the main group in the 
region. Mr. Houphouet- 
Boigny defeated Mr. 
Gbagbo in the 1990 presi- 
dential poll. 

There were reports of 
killings of up to 18 Baoules 
in a village near Guiberoua 
in the run-up to polling. 
Investigators from Gagnoa 
said they were able to find 
only one body. 

But roots of tension go 
deeper. In 1970, Mr. 
Houphouet-Boigny crushed 
a revolt by the Guebie eth- 
nic group in tbe region. 


Cosmonauts fined for balking at space walk 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Two 
Russian cosmonauts were 
fined $4,500 each for refus- 
ing to carry out a sixth 
spacewalk from the Mu- 
space station, the Russian 
newspaper Komsomolskaia 
Pravda reported Saturday. 

Vladimir Dejurov, com- 
mander, and Gennadi 
Strekalov objected to the 
extra walk last June because 
it was not in their contract 
which envisaged a stay of 
115 days in space for a 


salary of $30,000, said the 
newspaper. 

They had been on Mir for 
three months with U.S. 
astronaut Norman Thagard 
to prepare for tbe docking 
of the U.S. space shuttle 
Atlantis. 

Kaliningrad Space 
Control Centre (TSOUP) 
near Moscow announced a 
further spacewalk on June 
15 after the discovery of 
two malfunctions on board 
the orbital complex. The 


men were supposed to 
repair one of the four solar 
panels on tbe Spektr module 
which had not functioned 
properly. They also had to 
rectify a slight oxygen leak 
on the Kristall module. 

But their walk was can- 
celled the following day. 

Mr. Streiakov — who had 
done more space flights 
than his commander — 
decided as the self-appoint- 
ed veteran to refuse. 


echoed by the rival Eelam 
People's Revolutionary 
Liberation Front (EPRLF), 
which said both the military 
and the LTTE were killing 
in the name of liberation. 

However, ar a meeting in 
New York Thursday, Mrs. 
Kumaratunga flatly ruled 
out foreign mediation and 
said that talks could resume 
only if the rebels surren- 
dered their weapons and 
agreed to a ceasefire. 

As both sides braced for a 
final battle for Jaffna town, 
police here said they had 
uncovered a LTTE plot to 
assassinate Mr. Ratwatte, 
following the arrest last 
week of a Tamil guerrilla 
suicide-bomber. 

Perumal Romesh, a LTTE 
suicide-bomber bad admit- 
ted to a plan to kill Mr. 
Ratwatte and military com- 
manders directing the cur- 
rent campaign against the 
Tigers, police said. 

Mr. Romesh was in charge 
of the LTTE’s spectacular 
rocket on two key oD stor- 
age facilities in tire capital 
on Oct. 20, police said, 
adding the Tiger cadre was 
arrested on the same day in 
. northern Vavuniya. . 

Death toll 
in Iceland 
avalanche 
rises to 20 

REYKJAVIK (R) — 

Rescuers found the body of 
a one-year-old baby girl 
buried under tonnes of 
snow and ice Friday, bring- 
ing the death toll from 
Thursday's avalanche in a 
northwestern Icelandic vil- 
lage to 20. officials said. 

Two 60-man reams had 
searched through Thursday 
night for the baby, whose 
family perished in tbe dis- 
aster. 

Flags flew at half-mast 
all over Iceland after the 
avalanche in tbe fishing 
village of Flateyri. 

This is the second time in 
less than a year that the 
265,000 inhabitants of this 
sub-Arctic island have 
been united in shock after a 
killer avalanche. The near- 
by village of Sudavik lost 
14 inhabitants in January 
after a similar disaster. 

“We Icelanders all lack 
for words as we again face 
the consequences of a cruel 
natural disaster,” President 
Vigdis Fumbogadottir said 
in a televised address to the 
nation Thursday night. 

“At the same time, we 
feel bow close we stand to 
one another, how. tightly 
we stand together when 
tragedy strikes,” she added. 

At one of many services 
of prayer in Reykyavik, 
Mr. Fumbogadottir bugged 
grieving relatives. 

About 500 people with 
ties with Flateyri visited a 
Reykjavik Red Cross 
Centre to await informa- 
tion on friends and rela- 
tives. 

The front-page of 
Iceland’s Morgonbladid 
morning paper was given 
over to photographs of the 
10 men, six women and 
three children who died in 
the avalanche, along with 
the missing baby. 

In a country where they 
joke that everyone is a rel- 
ative, a friend, or a friend 
of a friend to everyone 
else, the village tragedy 
became a catastrophe of 
national proportions. 

Prime Minister David 
Oddsson, visiting New 
York for the 50th anniver- 
sary celebrations of the 
United Nations, spent a day 
of frustration attempting to 
get a flight home. 

He managed to catch an 
evening plane, arriving in 
time to chair an extraordi- 
nary cabinet meeting on the 
Flateyri tragedy. 

Iceland’s Rescue Serivce. 
only too used to this type of 
disaster, responded quickly 
to the avalancbe despite the 
heavy blizzards that raged 
in the area. 
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Fernando Yanez (left), identified by the Mexican government as Zapatista 
Commandante ‘German’, leaves jail in Mexico City accompanied by human ngnts 
defender Rosario Iberra De Redra (right) (AFP photo) 

Mexico release alleged rebel leader 


MEXICO CITY (R) — The 
Mexican government 

released the alleged founder 
of the Zapatista rebel move- 
ment from jail Friday after 
dropping controversial arms 
charges against him. 

Fernando Yanez Munoz, 
who the government says is 
r n m andan te German of the 
Zapatista National 

Liberation Front (EZLN). 
walked out of the Oriente 
Prison in Mexico City at 
about 10 a m (1600 GMT), 
smiling and flashing a peace 
sign. 

“They arrested me for 
political reasons and I sup- 
pose they are releasing me 
for political reasons,” he 
told reporters. 

He said his detention was 
an illegal kidnapping by 
security forces aimed at 
sabotaging peace talks in 
the southern state of 
Chiapas between the gov- 
ernment and the EZLN. 

The government, in an 
embarrassing backtrack 
aimed at limiting damage to 
the talks and calming finan- 
cial markets, said late 
Thursday it would drop 
charges against Yanez 
Stemming from bis arrest 
last Saturday. 

He was accused of illegal 
possession of an AK-47 
assault rifle, a 9mm pistol, 
ammunition and a small 
amount of cocaine. 


The Mexican peso and 
stock market, shaken by the 
jailing of Mr. Yanez, recov- 
ered Friday following news 
of his release. 

The rebels said this week 
they were on “red alert" 
because of the arrest and 
were considering breaking 
off the peace talks. They 
said the arrest of Mr. Yanez 
violated a law governing the 
talks which guarantees safe 
passage to Zapatistas during 
negotiations and suspends 
arrest warrants against 
them. 

At a news conference. Mr. 
Yanez reiterated his denial 
he is a member of the 
Zapatistas, although he 
proudly acknowledged hav- 
ing been a leftist guerrilla 
leader in a group called the 
national liberation forces in 
the 1970s. 

“If I hadn't given up arms, 
there might be 40 kidnap- 
pers fewer in the country 
today,” he said. 

The government says the 
EZLN grew out of Mr. 
Yanez ’s'" former guerrilla 
group, a charge he denied. 

Mr. Yanez. 51, praised the 
rebels and their masked 
leader Marcos but urged 
them to pursue negotiation 
rather than conflict. “He 
achieved what we in so 
many movements in the 
1970s were unable to do." 
he said. “(But) you should 


always seek the path of dia- 
logue." 

Mr. Yanez is protected 
from prosecution for his 
earlier guerrilla activities by 
a 1970s amnesty law. 

Mr. Yanez says he is now 
just an architect based in the 
northern city of Monterrey 
and says police planted the 
evidence against him. 

In an appeal against his 
arrest, he said that even 
though he denies being 
Coman dan te German, the 
government accused him in 
February of being a rebel 
leader and therefore must 
protect him under its own 
law governing the peace 
talks. 

The attorney general’s 
office accepted the appeal 
after pressure from Chiapas 
mediators. 

The Zapatistas rose up in 
arms on New Year's Day- 
1994 to demand more 
democracy and indigenous 
rights. More than 145 peo- 
ple died in the early days of 
the uprising but there has 
been virtually no bloodshed 
since. 

The latest round of talks 
between rebel and govern- 
ment envoys ended last 
weekend on an upbeat note 
which was quickly damp- 
ened by news of Mr. 
Yanez’s arrest. 


Bangkok badly hit by floods 


BANGKOK (R) — More 
than half the Thai capital 
Bangkok was inundated 
with floodwater Saturday as 
the Chao Phraya River 
reached its highest level in 
decades. 

Most low-lying areas of 
western Bangkok had 
already become flooded in 
the last few days and 
Saturday the problem 
spread into Chinatown and 
the city's main business dis- 
trict, an official at tbe Flood 
Prevention Centre said. 

Some tourist sites like the 


Grand Palace were inundat- 
ed and cars were not 
allowed to enter. Four of the 
seven bridges spanning the 
river were closed due to 
high waters on connecting 
roads. Residents used boats 
to get around. 

By noon Saturday the 
Chao Phraya River had 
reached 2.27 metres above 
sea level — the highest seen 
in decades, the flood pre- 
vention official said. In 
19S3, when floods inundat- 
ed nearly all of Bangkok, 
the water measured 2.13 


metres. 

Officials said the flood 
was expected to peak 
Sunday due to high tides on 
the Chao Phraya. 

The Thai floods, which 
began in July, have left 
thousands homeless and 
resulted in more than 200 
deaths around the country. 

The flooding is reported 
to have cost more than 10 
billion baht ($400 million) 
in damage to farms, live- 
stock and fisheries. 


Indian opposition upset over setback 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
main opposition party cried 
foul Saturday after 
President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma dissolved the legis- 
lature in tbe nation's most 
populous state. 

“It's a fool decision,” 
Susbma Swaraj, spokes- 
woman of the Hindu nation- 
alist Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), told Reuters. 

Mr. Sharma signed a 
proclamation disbanding 
the 425-member assembly 
early Saturday on a recom- 
mendation by Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao’s cabinet, a govern- 
ment spokesman said. 

The decision followed the 
fall earlier this month of the 
state government led by 
India’s first.low-caste chief 
minister. 

The president’s move 
dashed the BJP’s hopes of 
leading a new government 
in the northern state, which 
will be a crucial political 
springboard in general elec- 
tions due by mid- 1996. 

“We were in a position to 
form a government and we 
should have been given the 
chance,” Mr. Swaraj said. 
“The decision was nor guid- 
ed by tbe established parlia- 
mentary practices but moti- 
vated by an ami-BJP 
stance.” 

The BJP. the main opposi- 
tion party in New Delhi, 
had hoped that by forming a 
government in Uttar 


Pradesh it could boost its 
fortunes in the general elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Rao’s ruling Congress 
Party welcomed the dis- 
banding of the assembly, 
saying it was normal consti- 
tutional practice as no party 
had the strength to form a 
stable state government 

“The fall of tbe govern- 
ment will only help us,” 
Congress spokesman V.N. 
Gadgii told Reuters. 

Mr. Gadgii said the BJP 
had also encountered trou- 
ble recently in the western 
state of Gujarat. “This will 
send a message to people 
that if they want stability, 
only Congress can give it ” 
he said 

BJP rebels in Gujarat 
staged a revolt this month, 
forcing the state’s chief 
minister, a member of the 
party, to resign barely six 
months after he took office. 

Uttar Pradesh, bisected by 
the mighty Ganges River, is 
India’s biggest electoral 
prize with 85 of 545 seats in 
the lower house of parlia- 
ment in New Delhi, by far 
the greatest number of any 
state. 

Seven of 10 Indian prime 
ministers have'' come from 
the state, which according 
to the 1991 census had a 
population of 140 million 
people out of some 900 mil- 
lion in India. 

Mr. Sharma imposed 


direct federal rule over the 
sprawling state on Oct 18 
after the BJP withdrew sup- 
port for then Chief Minister 
Mayawati, toppling tbe 
government after only a 
brief stint in power. 

Later both the BJP, the 
largest party in the assem- 
bly with 176 legislators, and 
the rival Samajwadi Party 
claimed they had the back- 
ing of enough legislators to 
head a new majority. 

But the state’s governor, 
Moti Lai Vora. said he had 
received no firm assurance 
the parties could establish a 
stable government in a state 
which has seen three chief 
ministers in two years. 

The government spokes- 
man said no dates for fresh 
assembly elections had 
been set. 

Under law, Mr. Sharma 
can exercise direct rule over 
Uttar Pradesh for a six- 
month period ending next 
April. His authority can be 
extended by parliament for 
another six months. 

The BJP said it wanted 
general elections and polls 
in Uttar Pradesh to be held 
simultaneously. But 
Congress would prefer to 
bold federal elections first 
as the party expects to gen- 
erate stronger support in 
general elections than in 
state polls, where local 
issues and alliances can pre- 
vail. 

Congress has indicated it 
wants to hold polls next 
Apnl. 


Tightrope-walker 
sets new record 
across Yangtze 

BEIJING - (AFP) — 
Canadian Jay Cochrane set 
a world record Saturday for 
the highest and longest 
tightrope walk, inching Ms 
way across a wire strung 
between two cliff-tops 
above China's roaring 
Yangtze River. Balancing 
300 metres above the 
water. Cochrane, dressed in 
a bright blue suit spangled 
with silver, took 50 min- 
utes to travel MO metres 
across the river’s spectacu- 
lar Qutang Gorge, national 
television footage showed. 
The dramatic record-break- 
ing attempt was completed 
Saturday afternoon, after 
being delayed a few hours 
due to fog. The weather 
appeared clear as Cochrane 
arrived bv helicopter for 
the death-defying feat in 
remote Fcngrie county in 
China's southwestern 
province of Sichuan. The 
Toronto native, who over 
the past 36 years has 
walked more than 1.600 
kilometres along tight- 
ropes, also has an entry in 
the Guiness Book of 
records for spending the 
longesr uninterrupted peri- 
od on a cable, after living 
round-the clock on one for 
21 days. Cochrane, 51. — 
known as the “prince of the 
air” — smiled and talked to 
onlookers as he completed 
the last few metres of his 
crossing. He was congratu- 
lated on the cliff-top, with a 
pink tinsle garland being 
flung around his neck and 
bunches of flowers thrust 
into his hands. Some 
80.000 tickets to watch the 
spectacle were reportedly 
. issued, with crowds flock- 
ing across inhospitable ter- 
rain to reach the gorge. The 
government of the poor 
county is believed to have 
spent some eight million 
yuan ($964,000) on prepar- 
ing the site. 

Patrick Swayze 
content with his 
roles 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Patrick Swayze has played 
characters ranging from a 
lovelorn ghost to a dancing 
gigolo, a hockey player and 
cross-dresser. And he does- 
n’t regret passing up super 
macho roles. “Don't get me 
wrong." be said in a recent 
interview. “I love action 
roles, but I just don't want 
to get stuck doing only one 
thing. When 1 look at 
Arnold Schwarzenegger or 
Sly (Silvester) Stallone or 
Bruce Willis, I feel no jeal- 
ousy or envy. Yes, I could 
have made a fortune as an 
action star.” Swayze, 41, 
played a ghost opposite 
Demi Moore in Ghost, a 
dance instructor in Dirty 
Dancing, an athlete in 
Youngblood, and a trans- 
vestite in To Wong Foo, 
Thanks For Everything 
Julie Newmar. “The impor- 
tant thing in this business is 
not to feel bored," he said 
His latest film is Three 
wishes, portraying a free 
spirit who drifts into the 
lives of a fatherless family. 

Mother charged 
after baby put in 
oven 

COLUMBUS. Ohio (R) — 
A young mother accused of 
putting her two-year-old 
daughter in the hot' oven of 
a school cafeteria was 
charged with assault and 
child endangerment 
Thursday, officials said. 
Police said Veronica 
Russell, 25, walked into the 
kitchen of a local elemen- 
tary school Wednesday and 
placed the child in the 
oven. “Employees of the 
cafeteria observed this and 
got the baby out of the 
oven and held the mother 
until police arrived," homi- 
cide detective Patrick Dora 
said. He said Ms. Russell 
had u history of mental ill- 
ness. Bail was set at 
$250,000 but Ms. Russell 
was held without bond on a 
previous domestic violence 
charge, a municipal court 
spokesman said. The baby 
was in fair condition in 
Columbus Children’s 
Hospital Thursday with 
second-degree bums on her 
back, arms and hands, a 
hospital spokeswoman 
said. 
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Thousands of Ca n ad ians rally in Montreal to persuade Quebeckers not to secede from Canada (AFP photo) 

No witch-hunt planned into British royal hoax 


LONDON (R) — Bucking- 
ham Palace said Saturday it 
had no plans for a security 
witch-hunt after an unre- 
pentant disc jockey posing 
as Canada's leader duped 
Queen Elizabeth into talk- 
ing about Quebec indepen- 
dence and broadcast her 
comments. 

‘There will be no formal 
inquiry or witch- 
hunt.. .Common sense dic- 
tates we will make sure tele- 
phone procedures are as 
secure as possible,’' a palace 
spokesman told Reuters. 

‘The queen is head of 
state of 16 realms and a lot 
of business is transacted by 
telephone.” 

Montreal disc jockey 
Pierre Brassard fooled the 
British monarch in a 14- 
minute telephone call 
Thursday and broadcast her 
comments about the inde- 
pendence referendum to 1.4 
million listeners in Canada. 

The security breach out- 
raged Britain and sent alarm 
bells ringing that her com- 
ments conld rip the balance 
of Monday's vote in favour 
of independence and also 
damage her regutaiion. 

But prankster Brassard, 
who pulled similar stunts on 
Pope John Paul, Haitian 
President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide and actress Brigitte 
Bardot, failed to see what 
all the fuss was about 

Tt is a great day. It is a 
good feeling. I discover a 
woman very, very trice, very 
lively, very attentive,” the 
amused jokester told BBC 
Radio in heavily accented 
English. 

“That kind of conversa- 
tion is a good thing because 
we see foe human side of 
the person. She is a person 
like you and me.” 

Mr. Brassard claimed he 
had completely fooled the 
queen. 


“At foe moment of the 
conversation she thinks I 
am the P rime Minister of 
Canada Jean Chretien, bien 
sur.” 

During the chat, the 29- 
year-old imposter told the 
queen he was concerned 
about opinion polls suggest- 
ing the Quebec separatists 
could succeed. 

"Well it sounds as though 
foe referendum may go foe 
wrong way,” the queen 
replied, adding that she 
would be “delighted to do 
anything I can.” 

An embarrassed 

Buckingham Palace was not 
amused about the conversa- 
tion — which was relayed 
back into Britain — and dis- 
missed any political impli- 
cations. 

Tt was a carefully con- 
trived process of deception 
and an annoying incidence 
that has wasted foe queen's 
time ” the spokesman said. 

Harold Brooks-Baker, 
director of the nobility 
directory Burke’s Peerage, 
said be didn’t believe for a 
moment that the queen's 
words were, a political cojn- 
ment- . . , . ..ii... 

Tt.is her wish to help.ail 
subjects and everybody in 
Canada is one of her sub- 
jects because sbe is their 
head of state,” he told a tele- 
vision interviewer. 

T think she comes out of 
this with foe most enormous 
tact and credit and I don’t 
think there is any interfer- 
ence there at all.” 

Canadian High 

Comnrisioner Royce Frith 
also thought the joke was 
being blown out of propor- 
tion. T don’t think it embar- 
rasses foe relationship 
between the two countries 
or between the queen and 
her subjects, particularly 
considering bow well sbe 
did.” 


But British newspapers 
were not so sure. 

"The prank could have 
disturbing implications for 
the future of the 
Commonwealth and the 
queen's unblemished repu- 
tation of staying above the 
political battlefield," said 
the Daily Mail 

The Daily Telegraph said 
the monarch had not felt so 
embarrassed since her hus- 
band Prince Philip made 
mention of people with 
“slitty eyes” on a visit to 
China in 19S6. 

But on a lighter note, the 
newspaper added that there 
was something rather 
endearing about the inci- 
dent. "'Which of us has not 
at some point in our lives 
bear bamboozled by a fool- 
ish caber on foe telephone.” 

Meanwhile with only two 
days left before a referen- 
dum on Quebec indepen- 
dence, separatists and sup- 
porters of Canadian unity 
plan more big rabies this 
weekend in a final push to 
sway voters. 

One more public opinion 
pob is expected Saturday to 
indicate how Quebec’s five 
minion .voters will act in a 
referendum Monday on 
whether the province should 
separate. 

The latest poll published 
Friday showed Quebec sep- 
aratists ahead 46 per cent to 
40 per cent among decided 
voters. The outcome 
appeared to hinge on the 
roughly 14 per cent of unde- 
cided voters. 

In an emotional outpour- 
ing of patriotism Friday, 
tens of thousands of 
Canadians converged on 
downtown Montreal to 
declare tbeir devotion to a 
united Canada and beg 
Quebec voters not to vote 
for separation. 

Canadians dropped what- 


ever they were doing to 
attend the rally. Some par- 
ents took their children out 
of school and businesses 
and the federal government 
gave people time off to go 
to Quebec. 

Organisers estimated 
more than 150,000 people 
thronged foe Place Du 
Canada (Canada Square) in 
Montreal for the “Crusade 
For Canada” rally, waving 
Canada’s red and white 
maple leaf flag and 
Quebec’s' blue and white 
Rear De Lis flag, and 
singing the national anthem, 
u O Canada". 

Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien, who warned 
Wednesday that Canada 
was facing a crisis, thanked 
people for coming "to lend 
their hand to foe survival of 
Canada.” 

“We have built a country 
that is the envy of the world, 
this country of generosity 
and sharing, this country of 
tolerance...fois country 
where people from across 
the continents would give 
up everything they had to 
share Canadian citizenship. 
This is what Canada is ab 
about,” Me Chretien said. 

Roger Lalonde, a 64-year- 
old French-speaking resi- 
dent of the western province 
of Alberta, boarded an air- 
craft just after midnight in 
Calgary to get to the raby. 

T think Quebec’s place is 
in Canada. If Quebec left, 
Canada would be greatly 
diminished,” he said. 

Quebec separatists dis- 
missed foe Canadian unity 
raby as a staged event rather 
than a genuine emotional 
outpouring of affection for 
Quebec. 

“Those are nice words. 
There is nothing behind it 
all,” said foe Bloc Quebe- 
cois’ Lucien Bouchard at a 
campaign stop in Montreal. 


S. Korean president returns to slush fund crisis 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam flew home 
Saturday into a political 
corruption scandal that 
threatens to engulf his pres- 
idency. 

After parading on the 
world stage at foe United 
Nations 50th birthday cele- 
brations in New York, the 
president returned to face 
accusations from opposition 
groups that he took money 
from disgraced ex-President 
Roh Tae-Woo. 

Mr. Kim, who took power 
on a “Mr Clean" image and 


promised to root out the 
corruption be inherited from 
decades of military-backed 
rule, now finds his close 
attachment to Roh to be his 
greatest political liability. 

On Friday Mr. Rob made 
a tearful confession in front 
of television cameras that 
he secretly hoarded a $654 
million slush fund while in 
office. 

In an arrival statement, 
Mr. Kim made no mention 
of the scandal He has 
insisted he has not taken “a 
single penny” in black 
money, and has urged a 


thorough probe into Mr. 
Rob’s illicit riches. 

Tire main opposition 
National Congress for New 
Politics accused Mr. Kim 
Saturday of taking money 
from Mr. Roh to finance his 
1992 presidential campaign. 

“Now is the time for the 
president to open his mouth. 
He should reveal foe size of 
foe political funds he 
received from Mr. Roh dur- 
ing 1992 presidents elec- 
tion," party spokesman Park 
Jie-Won said in a statement 

“Unless he makes this dis- 
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closure, Mr. Kim will face 
more severe public criticism 
than Roh is now encounter- 
ing,” Mr. Park warned 
Congress leader Kim Dae- 
Jnng has said Mr Roh gave 
him two billion won ($2.6 
million) at foe time of foe 
1992 vote when he was run- 
ning against Mr. Roh. He 
has accused Kim Young- 
Sam of pocketing hundreds 
of billions of won. 


Jordan Times, Sunday, October 29, 1995 


Powell sends signals he will 
bid for U.S. presidency 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
He talks like a candidate, 
travels campaign-style and 
is fawned over by the 
media , but Colin Powell 
remains tight-lipped on 
whether be will run for 
president, sowing confusion 
among Republican ranks. 

At foe peak of popularity 
after foe enormous success 
of his memoir. My 
American Journey, the 
retired army general has 
only a few short weeks in 
which to decide and 
announce whether he will 
compete for the Republican 
presidential nomination. 

He appears to have ruled 
out the possibility of enter- 
ing foe 1996 presidential 
race as an independant. 

The former Joint Chiefs of 
Staff c hairman , 58, has just 
concluded a 35-day book 
promotion tour across the 
United States which 
allowed him to test foe 
impact of his “message” on 
Americans, who seemed 
seduced by his cocktail mix 
of values: traditional on fis- 
cal policy for example, and 
liberal on abortion rights. 

Public opinion polls put 
Gen. Powell at the top of the 
list of people Americans 
want to see in the White 


House in 1996, whether he 
runs as a Republican or an 
independent, in case of a 
three-candidate race. 

Gen. Powell, as if on the 
eve of a great battle, has 
decided to spend the com- 
ing days holed up at home 
aid in intense consultations 
with his relatives and 
Republican Party leaders. 

He even has begun to get 
financial advice on an even- 
tual campaign, notably from 
Ronald Lander, a cosmetics 
industry magnate. 

The ex-general might, 
according to his relatives, 
announce his decision on 
Nov. 11, foe symbolic feder- 
al legal public hoUday of 
Veterans Day and in time to 
participate in an informal 
conference of Republican 
militants in Florida on Nov. 
17. 

The “Powellmania” that 
has swept the United Stares 
is creating commotion in 
foe heart of the Republican 
Party, whose most conserv- 
ative members wonder 
whether foe general will be 
their saviour or will use the 
party for his own benefit. 

Gen. Powell's candidacy 
totally would change foe 
nature of Republican elec- 
tions, observers say, noting 


that Senate leader Bob 
Dole, foe frontrunner for the 
Republican nomination, has 
had little success in moti- 
vating foe troops. 

But already criticism has 
begun to be heard. 

In a memorandum issued 
to prominent Republicans 
Thursday. Gary Bauet, a 
former aide to George Bush, 
warned that Gen. Powell 
would undo the conserva- 
tive revolution that put 
Republicans in control of 
Congress for foe first time 
in 40 years. 

American Conservative 
Union Chairman David 
Keene said earlier this week 
in a statement unanimously 
endorsed by the group’s 
board: ‘T cannot find any 
reason why any conserva- 
tive would want to sacrifice 
the work of decades on foe 
altar of political celebrity.” 

Other Republicans, like 
William Bennett, former 
education secretary under 
foen-President Ronald 
Reagan, have succumbed to 
Gen. Powell's charm and 
predict that if he runs, he 
could become the first black 
U.S. president 

Gen. Powell’s supporters 
think even the religious 
right and ultra-conservative 


fringe of foe Republican 
Party' will come to under- 
stand that his candidacy is 
their only chance to succeed 
in bringing the conservative 
revolution to foe White 
House. 

Powell-watchers note that 
be has subtly changed the 
tone of his statements, 
angling them a tittle closer 
to the right, notably on 
prayer in schools and even 
abortion, while not forget- 
ting to praise Republicans' 
energetic attempts to 
resolve the country’s prob- 
lems. 

Finally, his relatives say, 
Gen. Powell make his 
decision in accord with his 
wife, Alma, who has 
expressed in foe past her 
fears for his security as a 
black man in a presidential 
campaign. 

However, she said she 
would go along with her 
husband's decision. 

While Americans await 
the word from Gea Powell, 
one of has cousins, Victor 
Roque, said he thought be 
had picked up a clear sign. 

“For a guy who has driven 
Volvos all his life, he's now 
driving an American car — 
a Cadillac 


Pentagon 
opens door 
to Okinawa 
troop cuts 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
The Pentagon Friday 
opened the door to possible 
long-term reduction of the 
24,000 U.S. troops on 
Okinawa in response to a 
furore over the alleged rape 
of a schoolgirl by U.S. ser- 
vicemen last month. 

“Yes to your question” 
Assistant " . - Defence' 
Secretaiy Joseph Nye told 
reporters when asked if the 
U.S. response to the prob- 
lem could be a shift of 
some of the U.S. troops 
from Okinawa to other 
areas of Japan. 

But Mr. Nye stressed at a 
briefing on Defence 
Secretaiy William Perry’s 
visit to Tokyo next week 
that any transfer of troops 
from Okinawa would be a 
long-term proposition. Mr. 
Perry said this week that he 
opposed such a cut on 
Okinawa. 

“Of the (44,000) U.S. 
troops that are in Japan, in 
the short run it is very diffi- 
cult to make reductions in 
foe number on Okinawa 
because of the way bases 
are structured,” Mr. Nye 
said. 

“We are not talking about 
in the short run a troop 
reduction on' Okinawa but 
we are willing to look at 
foe question of the foot- 
print that American forces 
on Okinawa create and find 
ways to alleviate that” by 
closing some bases and 
adjusting training, he 
added. 



Industrial Development Bank 
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Yeltsin heart condition is 
stable but visitors barred 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, who suffered 
a mild heart attack 
Thursday, was reported in 
stable condition in hospital 
Saturday, but doctors barred 
all visitors except members 
of bis family. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 64, is being 
treated at Moscow’s elite 
Central Clinical Hospital. 
His new bout of heart trou- 
ble, which occurred less 
than four months after Ms 
first episode, seat ripples 
through international finan- 
cial markets and added a 
new element of uncertainty 
to an already unsettled 


domestic political scene. 

“The head of foe 
Presidential Medical 
Centre, Seigei Mironov, 
still does not recommend 
contact between the presi- 
dent and any of Ms staff,” 
Interfax News Agency quot- 
ed Mr. Yeltsin’s Press 
Secretaiy Sergei Medvedev 
as saying. 

But Interfax said urgent 
documents requiring the 
president's attention might 
neverfoetiess be delivered 
to him. 

Sergei Krasavchenko, a 
Russian presidential aide, 
told the agency no informa- 


tion was being withheld 
abohl Mr. Yeltsin’s condi- 
tion, wMch has been diag- 
nosed as ischaemia — the 
same blood supply problem 
that sidelined him for 
around four weeks in July 
and August 

“There is no information 
barrier between foe Central 
Clinical Hospital and the 
Kremlin ” Interfax quoted 
Mr. Krasavchenko as say- 
ing. “The work of the 
Russian president’s admin- 
stration has not been 
changed at all ” 
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TAKE BACK A MOM ENT 0 OF YOUR VISITT0 JORDAN 

CHOOSE FROM THE LARGEST SELECTION OF JORDANIAN HANDICRAFTS 
rugs * pottery • tiushions • clothing • wrought iron • basketry 
jewellery* pottery • hand- blown glass * small souvenirs 
Opening hours: 9am - 7pm except fridays 
all major credit cards accepted - shipping worldwide 
Noor A1 Hussein Foundation « 699141/2 
Off Wadi Saqra Street between King Adbullah Gardens and Safeway. 

Second right after gas station 


GEORGE AND SAMI KHOURY TRADING CO. 


Importers / Exporters 
and Leading Distributers 
of Food Supplies in Jordan 


*20eCco**te to* (tonUaa 

The Delegates to 

Amman MENA Economic Summit 

Oct. 29 - 31, 1995 


For further information about the local and 
Imported food stuff market in Jordan 

Please call ; 783113 / 782306 / 785672, Fax : 741 844 
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Expectations for MENA 


THE COMPOSITION of the list of the 1,997 
registered participants at the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) economic conference tells 
nearly the whole story about its direction. A 
breakdown of the list reveals that there are about 
900 representatives of 64 countries which have 
chosen to take part in the conference. This is no 
small feat and in itself is a vote of official 
confidence in MENA. But the picture from the 
private sector is even more promising. More than 
1,000 business people are taking part, out of 
whom 14 per cent are bankers. 

This seemingly even division between the 
public and private sectors suggests that the two 
groups have important complementary roles to 
play, albeit their contributions may not neces- 
sarily he equal. As His Majesty King Hussein 
stated in Asturias (Spain) on Friday, the MENA 
summit will devote itself to granting the private 
sector the freedom to operate freely since such 
freedom is vital to achieving sustainable econo- 
mic growth. In making a comparison between the 
first MENA conference in Casablanca last year 
with this meeting, officials of the World Econo- I 
mic Forum (WEF) noted that the agenda this j 
time will be “more business-driven,” even i 
though ft 'also remains a watershed event bring- j 
ing together leading businessmen and political | 
decision-makers to strengthen peace In the region : 
by forging new partnerships between the private | 
and public sectors. j 

To give expression to this joint effort, MENA | 
H will focus on specific projects for economic | 
development at a time when business leaders can 
be expected to make clearly defined proposals to 
governmental representatives to. Improve the 
investment climate in the area. As we assess the 
situation, donor governments would be called 
upon to invest in projects that would restructure 
regional economic, cooperation, planning and 
development. On the basis of this governmental j 
action, the private sector can be expected to build ; 
projects to which the peoples of the Middle East ! 
and North Africa can relate and benefit from. 

Too much reliance on the private sector at this 
stage, though, could be tantamount to patting the 
cart before the horse. Donor countries which 
have dearly expressed support to regional peace 
and made repeated pledges to finance huge 
regional projects are expected to come forward 
with definite contributions to what we may refer 
to as the backbone of peace between Israel and 
the Arab World. Without the construction of this 
backbone through direct governmental invest- 
ment, the private sector cannot be expected to 
shoulder the remaining responsibility of con- 
tinuing the long road towards regional develop? 
ment and stability. 

This perspective is not necessarily in conflict 
with the World Bank report launched on the eve 
of MENA Q. The report has identified inefficien- 
cy in the private sector as only one of the several 
factors responsible for lower regional economic 
growth. The report, entitled “C laiming the 
Future: Choosing Prosperity in the Middle East 
and North Africa,” called for drastic improve- 
ment in social statistics (such as illiteracy, 
poverty and infant mortality) in addition to a 
switch to private sector dependence and reform 
across the board. All these objectives can be best 
realised when the process of regional develop- 
ment takes off, hopefully soon, with the support 
of the industrialised world which shares with us 
the faith in peace, security and stability for all. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in A1 Ra’i daily said Saturday that the Israeli 
pull out from the Palestinian town Jenin enhance the hopes 
and the aspirations of the Palestinian people for a future 
independent Palestinian state. Musa Barhoumeh said that 
the dream is beginning to take shape despite the modest 
achievements so far, and at the same time the puli out 
marks the beginning of the end of the Jewish state's dream 
of a greater Israel in the midst of the Arab World. He said 
those who were pessimistic about the whole peace process 
and saw the earlier Israeli pull out from Gaza and Jericho 
as a final one, are now revising their position in the light of 
tile new developments and the gradual Israeli pull out from 
the Palestinian towns. It is true that what is happening does 
not fulfil all the long sought aspirations and hopes but. 
under the present circumstances, and in the light of the 
prevailing world situation, one has to reconcile the great 
hopes with what is possible to achieve, added the writer. 
He said following the pull out from Jenin, there is going to 
be pull outs from the rest of the Palestinian towns until the 
final stage of an independent Palestinian state has been 
achieved. 


Political and economic stability in Jordan 


JORDAN WAS established as a modem political 
entity after World War I. It has now around 75 
years of uninterrupted Hashemite regime, which 
derives its legitimacy from a combination of reli- 
gious and historical backgrounds as well as a 
record of political, economic and social achieve- 
ments. 

His Majesty King Hussein has ruled the King- 
dom since 1953. His popularity- has always been 
strong, but it grew steadily during the eighties, 
and has soared to an unprecedented level since 
1989-1990. when Jordan held its first parliamen- 
tary elections in 20 years and when the King 
refused to join the Western alliance against Iraq, 
insisting on an Arab solution to the Gulf crisis. 

Jordan is an integral pan of the Middle East, 
which has been in turmoil all through the 20th 
century. The threats to stability in Jordan come 
from various sources. They can be described as: 

a) Geographic. Jordan exists in the midst of an 
unstable area — the Middle East, it is landlocked 
(except for Aqaba port at the Red Sea), and it is 
surrounded by countries which are far stronger in 
military, financial and population terms, namely. 

b) External factors. These include Israeli expan- 
sionism, which posed a threat since 1948 until 
1994 when a peace agreement was signed, and the 
heavy foreign indebtedness — S6.0 billion, com- 
pared to an annual gross domestic product (GDP) 
of $6.0 billion (1995). 

c) Internal factors. The most important of these 
is the sizeable Palestinian community, around 46 
per cent, high unemployment, which reached 24 
per cent during the Gulf crisis (1991) before it 
declined to 15 per cent in 1995, and small eco- 
nomic base and limited resources, relative to pop- 
ulation — 4.2 million, growing at one of the high- 
est rates in the world — 3.4 per cent a year, 
believed to have been declining to 2.8 per cent as 
of 1992. 

So far, all these factors have been contained. 
They did not cause instability in the country 
except for very short periods of time, after which 
the country was able to overcome the threats and 
push forward in tact 

Examples of shocks which demonstrated a lot of 
resilience and ability to recover from set-backs 
are: The assassination of King Abdullah in 
Jerusalem (1951), the political parties turmoil 
(1957), the sudden occupation by Israel of 
Jerusalem and the entire West Bank (1967). the 
short-lived Jordanian-Palestinian civil strife 
(1970). the crisis of foreign indebtedness (1988). 
the resulting social disturbances of April (1989), 
the impact of the second Gulf war (1991), and the 
imposition of an IMF economic adjustment pro- 
gramme (1992). 

The Jordanian leadership recognised the sources 
of instability and the potential national security 
risks. Instead of denying them, as a different type 
of leadership in the Arab World would do. it 
worked hard to neutralise them and. in certain 
cases, to convert them into advantages. 

When the Arab World was politically and ideo- 
logically divided between the East and the West, 
Jordan took a Western orientation without having 
to become a Western satellite, or to be obsessed 
with fighting communism. Jordan was admired 
and respected by both camps, all through the cold 
war era. 

In the Arab-Israeli conflict, Jordan was a mod- 
erate element, behaving like an Arab country 
should behave under the circumstances, but with- 
out having to go to the extreme, or to enter into a 
life-or-death struggle with the stronger adversary, 
when and if this was possible. 

When socialism and totalitarianism ruled the 
day in the Arab World. Jordan opted for a rather 
free market economy, preserving the private sec- 
tor. Liberalism was the name of the economic and 
political game. 

When Palestinians were treated as refugees or 


strangers in all Arab states, including Syria and 
Lebanon. Jordan granted them full citizenship and 
allowed them to participate in the economic, 
social and political life. 

When death was the fate of political opponents 
who rise against the regime in any country of the 
Arab World, the Jordanian leadership made it a 
point not to spell one drop of blood on political 
grounds. Political adversaries were eventually 
brought back to the fold, co-opted and brought 
backed into the system. 

Current state of affairs 

Jordan is currently judged as relatively stable 
internally and externally, also, politically, econom- 
ically, and socially. Public life is being institution- 
alised and modernised. In a nutshell: It is devel- 
oping and progressing in the right direction, neu- 
tralising the potential risk factors. One can safely 
claim that there is no international, regional or 
internal power that is both able to and interested 
in destabilising tbe country. 

At the same time. Jordan is building self-immu- 
nity against changing winds and potential threats. 
It is marching steadily towards financ ial viability 
and sustained development. The IMF's recom- 
mended adjustment programme indicates that Jor- 
dan's economy can be financially independent 
and self-sustained by 1998. Peace may help in 
reaching tbe target earlier. 

To substantiate the above conclusion, we shall 
touch on some features of the current state of 
affairs in Jordan, and point out some factors that 
are contributing to the stability of die country 
from political, economic and institutional points 
of view. 

Political reform 

Jordan opted for reviving democracy as of 1989. 
The King called for general elections for the first 
time since 1967. The elections were the most hon- 
est elections in the recent history of the Arab 
World. All opposition groups, including Commu- 
nists on the far left, and Islamists on the far right, 
were represented in the 1 1th Parliament, and were 
given the opportunity to participate in the decision 
making process, and, consequently, to be incorpo- 
rated in the official establishment. 

Parliament approved a new law on political par- 
ties based on pluralism. Parties were given full 
protection. The government will not be able to 
desolve any political party without going through 
the courts. Political parties, which were operating 
underground, and posing the major threat to the 
internal security of the system, became pan of it. 
For the first time. Jordan experienced the loyal 
opposition. Twenty-two parties were licenced. 

A new law on the press was also enacted to 
extend a wide range of freedom of expression, 
and to give journalists free access to information. 
Applicants for new publications could go to court 
if the authorities denied them a Usance. In order 
for the government to revoke a publishing licence 
it has to apply to the court fcr a ruling. 

The first multi-party elections since 1957 were 
held in 1993 and* produced the 12th Parliament, 
which represented a wide spectrum of the Jordan- 
ian society, including 30 members of the newly 
formed political parties. 

Economic reform 

In 1989, Jordan adopted an economic adjust- 
ment programme approved by the IMF. The pro- 
gramme was interrupted by the Gulf crisis at mid 
1990. and was temporarily suspended. By the end 
Of 1991 a revised seven-year programme was 
adopted to cover the period 1992-1998. The major 
objectives were: (1) to reduce of deficit in the 
budget, tbe balance of trade, and the balance of 


payments. (2) to liberalise the economy and u 
remove distortions (3) to reduce the burden o 
debt service through rescheduling, reduction, and 
other forms of debt relief. 

The main theme was adjustment with growth, 
sustainable development and the protection of the 
poor through safety nets. Performance in the first 
year of the programme (1992) exceeded the tar- 
gets. Performance in the second year (1993 and 
1994) exceeded the revised up- wards targets ot 
the programme. A growth of over 22 per cent in 
real terms was achieved during the three years, 
and the IMF experts commended the authorities 
for their firm commitment and timely implemen- 
tation of the programme. Jordan may become a 
showcase for the success of structural adjustment 
supervised by the IMF. 

Structure and institutions 

Middle class forms around 60 per cent of the 
Jordanian population, with around 25 per cent at a 
lower economic level, and 15 per cent of higher 
income groups. Abject poverty is limited to 6 per 
cent. Around 18.3 per cent of the population fall 
below the poverty line and every thing is being 
done to help them and alleviate poverty. The mid- 
dle class is the backbone of the Jordanian society 
and a pillar of stability. School enrolment reached 
100 per cent and literacy S4 per cent, the highest 
in the Arab World. The ratio of university gradu- 
ates is comparable to the United States and Swe- 
den. 

Jordan has an extended family system. The 
average size of household families is 6 persons. 
This social structure helped to tolerate a high rate 
of unemployment without social disturbances. 
Most of the unemployed are members of families 
with other members who are working and earning 
income to support the entire family. 

Jordan is blessed by a professional army which 
was never involved in politics. Its loyalty to the 
King and the regime is beyond doubt, and its strict 
obedience to the civil authority is guaranteed at all 
times. The Jordanian army is the major pillar of 
stability, it inspires confidence that things cannot 
go out of control. 

Debt service remained a big hut manageable 
burden. Jordan reached an agreement with Paris 
Club of governmental creditors to grant a 10- 
years grace period and another 10 years for 
repayment. A substantial debt reduction took 
place following the successful conclusion of the 
peace treaty with Israel. Negotiation with London 
Cub of commercial creditors was successful and 
a substantial reduction and easy prices and timing 
were agreed. 

The banking system in the meanwhile built a 
respectable reserve of foreign exchange, which 
helped to secure the stability of the Jordan dinar 
under minimal currency restrictions. The JD was 
declared on February 1995 a convertible currency 
following the acceptance of obligations under 
article 8 of the IMF articles of agreement. All cur- 
rency restrictions were removed. 

Over the years, Jordan has built effective insti- 
tutions. A very efficient central bank, five state 
universities and eight private universities, highly 
reputable hospitals and medical centres. The pub- 
lic administration is efficient and the civil service 
is relatively competent with high integrity. Jor- 
danian officials are accessible, and decisions can 
be made and carried out efficiently on schedule. 

The Jordanian society is generally religious but 
the system is modern and secular. Things are done 
in a business-like manner. No wonder that Jordan 
was the most successful Islamic country to con- 
tain fundamentalism peacefully. Islamic Action 
Front is the strongest political party. It drew 
around 12 per cent of the popular vote in the 
recent general elections. 


LETTERS 

Thousand-mile journey: Staying the course 


To The Editor: 

PLEASE ACCEPT my very best wishes, kind- 
est regards and congratulations on the occa- 
sion of tbe Jordan Tunes’ 20th anniversary. It 
is due to all of you that tbe readers of tbe paper 
keep in touch with the rest of the world, and 
enjoy reading what has not been published by 
the others. Let me surprise you by saying that 
I have just skimmed through the first edi- 
tion/copy of the Jordan Times (Vol. I — No. I 
of Monday OcL 27, 1 975) of which my wife is 
the proud owner. It was delightful to read the 
leader “A Thousand Mile Journey” and the 
caption under the cartoon of two rabbits: 
“Don't get closel Otherwise we’ll have an 
explosion.” They must have been extremely 
close, because I can see that on Oct. 25, 1995, 
the Jordan Times published issue No. 6055 in 
its Volume 19. What an explosion! Please con- 
tinue to be as objective, investigative and 
delightfully mischievous as you can be. Well 
done J.T. 

(Senator) Maan Abu Nowar, 
Amman. 

I Would like to express my appreciation for 
the achievements of your newspaper, which 
has distinguished itself presenting accurate 
news and objective analyses. 

(Senator) Taber Hikmat, 
Amman. 

My best wishes on the Jordan Times’ 20th 
anniversary. I wish you more pre gross in con- 
veying the picture of Jordan to the world. 

Samih Darwazeh, 

(Minister of Energy and 
Mineral resources), 

Amman. 


As a daily reader of your paper since its incep- 
tion, I would like to congratulate you and your 
staff on the development of the Jordan Tunes 
and its quality. 

Hisham Khali b, 

(Former minister of energy), 
Amman. 

1 congratulate you on tbe 20th anniversary of 
the Jordan times. I wish you more prosperity 
and success. 

Mahmoud AJ Sharif, 

(F ormer minister of 
information), 

Amman. 

On the occasion of tbe Jordan Times* 20th 
anniversary, my newspaper for every morning, 
I congratulate you on the high standard which 
you have attained. My best wishes for you for 
more progress in serving the cause of freedom 
of expression and courageous stands. 

William Habib, 

Lebanon’s!* Ambassador 
in A mman. 

In an era of peace and democracy, journalism 
plays an important. role in conveying facts and 
events honestly and impartially. The Jordan 
Times has proved its credibility by expressing 
an unbiased point of view in all fields and dis- 
ciplines. I myself enjoy reading it enormously 
and depend largely on it for tbe latest 
international news. I wish the Jordan Times fur- 
ther development and prosperity as a trust-wor- 
thy instrument transmitting the sound of truth. 

Jung-11 Oh 

Ambassador of the Republic 
of Korea in Amman. 

1 hope that this newspaper will continue its 
march in celebrating courageous and indepen- 
dent journalism and showcasing the bright 


image of the country to both the Jordanian 
and the foreign readers. 

Dr. Dureid Mahasneh, 
(Director, Jordan Ports 
Corporation), 

Aqaba. 

I congratulate you on the anniversary of a 
newspaper, which has shouldered our con- 
cerns. shared our dreams, reflected our image 
and represented our vision over the years. I am 
sure you will press ahead with the vitality and 
vigour of a 20-year old all the time. 

Disan Ramzi. 

(Director General, Jordan 
Radio and Television 
Corporation), 

Amman. 

Congratulations on your 20th anniversary. We 
salute your constructive efforts to serve the 
country. 

Radhi Alkhas, 

(Regional Representative, 

Arab Radio and television), 
Amman. 

We congratulate you on the 20th anniversary of 
the Jordan Times. We wish you success in your 
march to serve the country and the nation. 

Mohammed nazzal, 

(Hamas Representative) 
Amman. 

Please accept my congratulations on the 20th 
anniversary of the Jordan Times. I wish you 
continued success in serving the cause of jour- 
nalism, tbe country and its citizens 
Mazen Armouti, 

(President, Institute of Diplomacy) 
Amman. * 


The 

genius of 
Jordan at 
MENA 

By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 

Jordan is hosting investors 
from 63 countries, ministers 
of trade ami industry from 46 
countries, and financial and 
business deals that will 
amount to hundreds of bil- 
lions of dollar*. This is by no 
means trivial. This is the Jor- 
dan we have always wanted: 
one that is :i place for business 
negotiations not an arena for 
political gladiators. The 
genius of Jordan is about to be 
discovered - the an of the 
deal. 

Yes, the an of the deal was 
not bom in a book by some 
megalomaniac. presently 
divorced bur remarried and 
possibly broke. New York 
developer. Neither was it 
invented by some Greek god- 
dess or tycoon during a phi- 
landering excursion. The deal 
was first made hen: over 
1 0.000 years ago when the 
people of the Jordan Valley 
became the first formers of 
die world. They learned, 
before any other people, the 
meaning of value-added by 
convening a seed into a 
bushel. They created a sur- 
plus. the surplus had to be 
traded, and to trade they 
learned to deal. As trade grew, 
they needed larger markets 
and new alliances and fnends. 
Consequently, they discov- 
ered that trade knows no 
bounds, has no geographic 
boundaries, and is apolitical. 

Business is. therefore, not 
new to Jordan, but rather it is 
an ancient tradition in which 
Jordanians excelled and set an 
early example for the rest of 
the .world. Competitiveness is 
innate in Jordanians. In fact. 
Jordan is considered one of 
the most competitive coun- 
tries in the world. According 
to an index that ranks coun- 
tries according to their eco- 
nomic competitiveness. Jor- 
dan Is ranked among the top 
10 per cent in the world, fol- 
lowing Turkey yet surpassing 
South Africa (according to 
recent speech given last week 
by His ‘Royal Highness 
Crown Prince HassanX The 
index is constructed around 
several variables, such as 
regional and maca'economic 
factors, internationalisation 
(the ability to deal in 
international spheres), the 
openness of an economy, 
level of industrialisation, the 
level of training and educa- 
tion of the labour force, and 
political stability. Of course, h 
would have been wonderful to 
be ranked number one. but 
that spot is already taken by 
the U.S. and we may have to 
wait a few years. 

We are bullish on Jordan. 
Why? Because; 

- Our Gross Domestic Prod- 
uct (GDP) has been steadily 
growing for die past four 
years. Last year alone, our 
GDP per capita increased by 
10.6 percent 

-Industrial production 
increased by 7 per cent from 
1993 to 1994. 

- Construction increased by 
16 per cent from 1993 to 
1994. 

- Gross investments as a per 
cent of GDP were up by 
almost 30 per cent from 1993 
to 1994. 

-The current government 
deficit is down to under 3 per 
cent of GDP. 

-Last month the government 
decided that Jordan would 
become a member of tbe 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO). This move will fur- 
ther liberalise Jordan's mar- 
kets. Our openness will fur- 
ther increase and we will be 
able io export and import 
without discrimination. 

- A few weeks ago. Parlia- 
ment passed several new laws 
aimed at enhancing the busi- 
ness environment. These laws 
include an investment law and 
a corporate law that encour- 
age investment, lower corpo- 
rate taxes, and reduce bureau- 
cracy. - MENA represents a 
public-private sector partner- 
ship at a level that most devel- 
oped countries have not and 
cannot achieve. In fact. Jor- 
dan seems to have pulled oft* 
what has eluded must 
economies; the case where the 
public sector cooperates, con- 
sults. supervises and receives 
direction from. to. and with 
die private sector. 
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Jordan seeks qualitative ties 

Continued from page 3 ■ 
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Prince pointed out that inter- 
national investors were not 
focusing on the local Jorda- 
nian market on its own any- 
way but was more interested 
in using Jordan as a trade hub 
and a transit route. 

As such, the Jordanian 
‘ strategy in this context is to 
■ offer the most suitable en- 
: vironment with the least im- 
pediments to investors who 
could use the facilities avail- 
able in ’the Kingdom to do 
•business in the region, which 
offers a much larger market. 

The emphasis being given 
to developing the Jordan Rift 
Valley and offering it as a 
special economic zone for 
businesses with a minimal 
regulatory environment, the 
Crown Prince said, was an 
example of how a region 
could tell international inves- 
tors that “this is the environ-' 
ment that I’m giving you 
(and) do try your best to 
internationalise that environ- 
ment. *’ 

The Crown Prince sum- 
^ manly rejected arguments 
. put up by critics of the peace 
process and said: “My con- 
cern is that all these posturing 
is at the expense of focusing 
on the substance of future 
development.” 

Underlining the vital need 
to show the man in the street 
that Jordanians are reaping 
the economic dividends of 
peace .that reflect on every- 
one’s life in the country be- 
fore the sceptics gain ground 
. in their argument on the abs- 
ence of tangible changes in 
daily life, the Crown Prince 
said: “Nothing succeeds like 
success.” By the same token, 
“nothing succeeds like ex- 
cess” either. 

“Even with peace, treaties 
between states, until the 
inter-communal issues have 
been addressed, there will be 
no stability,” he said. The 
“inter-communal" issues, he 
explained, could mean 
“Palestinian-Israeli” as well 
• as “Muslim-Christian Jew- 


ish." 

On the political level, the 
question is, “who is going to 
address” these issues, he 
said. Will it be the state or 
will it be vested interests, he 
asked. The message to the 
man in the street in Jordan, 
the Crown Prince said, is that 
"there is a deliberate attempt 
to focus on" the real means 
to bring about an uplifting of 
the quality of life, through 
creating employment oppor- 
tunities and boosting econo- 
mic activities in the country. 
However, such a change will 
not occur overnight, he 
affirmed, noting that some of 
the big projects from among 
the S3. 5 billion worth of 
proposals that Jordan would 
present to the summit would 
take time and effort to mater- 
ialise. 

“If 1997 is a realistic 
(target) for maturing the 
gestation period of some of 
the projects," then one could 
say that “there should be a 
substantial increase in gross 
take-home pay for the em- 
ployed by 1997-98,” he said. 

The Crown Prince referred 
to the dozens of new indust- 
rial units that have sprung up 
in and around Amman and 
elsewhere, partly from 
financing raised through the 
estimated SI billion worth of 
new shares appearing at the 
stock market this year and 
cited them as a vivid example 
of the abilities of Jordan’s 
human resources. 

While the Middle East re- 
gion indeed needs foreign 
technology, there is as much 
need for "moving the kno- 
whow within the region," 
said the Crown Prince. 

“I wonder how many 
Jordanians took time out to 
go through the tour" of in- 
dustrial units that he recently 
undertook and found “many 
different nationalities work- 
ing with young Jordanian ta- 
lent in what I call a contract 
of generations," he said, 
adding: "Critics are not pre- 
pared to accept a success 
story when they see one." 


PLO wants talks on Jerusalem 

Continued from page 3 

embassy to Jerusalem from The Palestinian cabinet 
Tel Aviv by the end of May meeting chaired by Mr. Ara- 
1999, although it gave U.S. fat praised other members of' 
President Bill Clinton the the international community 
power to postpone the traits- such as the European Union 
fer indefinitely. and China, which have re-^ 

The 51-member OIC has fused to follow the U.S. ex- 
called on Mr. Clinton, who ample and intend to keep, 
has opposed the move, to their embassies in Tel Aviv, 
cancel the vote to avoid "the Most countries which had 
collapse of the peace pro- embassies in Jerusalem trans- 
cess.” ferred them to Tel Aviv in 

Palestinian Housing Minis- 1980 in protest at Israel’s 
ter Zakaria Aga said he was declaration of the city as its 
convinced Mr. Clinton would "eternal and undivided” 
not implement the resolu- capital, 
don, which was hailed by Only Costa Rica and El 
Israel but provoked a storm Salvador still have an embas- 
of Arab and Muslim protest, sy m the Holy City. 


. Tel Aviv by the end of May 
^1999, although it gave U.S. 
* President Bill Clinton the 
power to postpone the trans- 
fer indefinitely. 

The 51-member OIC has 
called on Mr. Clinton, who 
has opposed the move, to 
cancel the vote to avoid “the 
collapse of the peace pro- 
cess.” 

Palestinian Housing Minis- 
ter Zakaria Aga said he was 
convinced Mr. Clinton would 
not implement the resolu- 
tion, which was hailed by 
Israel but provoked a storm 
of Arab and Muslim protest. 

Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid has said that the 
league was “ready to respond 
favourably to any demands 
presented by Arab leaders" 
for a meeting. 

But he ruled out a summit 
flf Arab leaders saying a spe- 
cial session of Arab foreign 
ministers was one option. 

“This issue demands Arab 
coordination at the highest 
level," he told reporters ear- 
lier in the week. 

Mr. Arafat slammed the 
U.S. vote saying it was a 
“direct sabotage" of the Mid- 
dle East peace process which 
the United States co-sponsors 
with Russia. 


By Cecil Houranl 

AMMAN WILL for the 
coming three days be the 
focus of interest for govern- 
ments, international finan- 
cial institutions, multina- 
tional and national cor- 
porations. private business 
people, and the media from 
ail over the world as it hosts 
the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit which will attempt 
to put substance into the 
resolutions and declaration 
of principles formulated at 
the summit meeting in 
Casablanca in 1994. 

This will be the second 
Occasion in recent months 
when Amman becomes the 
centre of international 
media attention- The first 
was the defection of Hus- 
sein Kamel from Baghdad 
in July and his arrival in 
Amman. 

International speculation 
about the motives, the im- 
plications, and the possible 
consequences of the defec- 
tion gave that event an 
importance greater than its 
intrinsic merit: but it did 
serve to focus international 
attention not only on Jor- 
dan's relation with Iraq, 
but also on Jordan's rela- 
tions with its neighbours in 
the Arab Peninsula, and on 
Jordan's role in the chang- 
ing Middle Eastern scene. 

The arrival of Hussein 
Kamel and his brother in 
Amman was not an unpre- 
cedented event: They were 
only the latest in a long list 
of Arab exiles from most of 
the countries of the region * 
who have found in Jordan a 
freedom and security lack- 
ing in their own. Other 
Arab exiles have from time 
to time sought refuge in 
Beirut. Cairo and Damas- 
cus. Why then did Hussein 
Kamel’s arrival in Amman 
create such a stir through- 
out the world, and in par- 
ticular among the neigh- 
bours of Jordan and Iraq? 

The defection of a senior 
member of the ruling group 
in Baghdad was, of course, 
of major interest to all the 
“Saddam watchers" in va- 
rious capitals who await 
with different degrees of 
interest any sign that may 
predict the imminent col- 
lapse of the Iraqi regime; 
but the international and 
regional interest in, and 
speculation about, what 
might be Jordan's role in 
any change in Baghdad is a-; 
sign that Jordan's role in 
the Middle Easti from 
being minor in the past, is 
becoming major in the pre- 
sent. 

In the period beginning 
with the Gulf crisis and war 
until the present day, the 
Jordanian regime has made 
decisions which have had a 
profound impact in contri- 
buting to changing the Mid- 
dle Eastern scene. The first 


Jordan’s role in the new Middle 
East: Central or marginal? 


was the prorogation of a 
National Charter, before 
the war was over, which 
established the bases of a 
genuine parliamentary 
democracy, and defined 
the relations between gov- 
ernment and governed in 
terms of equality, public 
liberties and private human 
rights. 

The political life of Jor- 
dan since the enactment of 
the National Charter has 
been organised according 
to its principles: Political 
parties have been given leg- 
al status; a series of nation- 
al and local elections held; 
free debate in Parliament 
and in the press on national 
and international issues 
publicised; and the incor- 
poration into the national 
establishment of the whole 
spectrum of political and 
ideological opinion. 

In the Middle East, 
which is still dominated by 
various forms of totalita- 
rian, and autocratic regim- 
es, the existence of an open 
political society and a free 
market economy, which 
have developed without re- 
volutions or coups d'etat, is 
an example which may be 
feared by some, but will be 
followed by others. At all 
events, it is a factor on the 
Middle Eastern scene to 
which none can be indiffe- 
rent. 

The second decision 
taken by the Jordanian reg- 
ime which has had a pro- 
found impact and changed 
the region’s agenda was the 
peace treaty signed with 
Israel in October 1994. 
Egypt’s Camp David agree- 
ments with Israel put an 
end to the state of war 
between the two countries, 
and its historic importance 
should not be minimised. 
But Jordan's peace with 
Israel introduces dynamic 
changes into the relations 
between the two countries, 
and beyond them. Its main 
objective is not to maintain 
a stariis quo, but to change 
it. to accept the consequ- 
ences of cohabitation on a 
shared territorial space, 
and to remove the barriers 
to human, economic, and 
cultural intercourse which 
for 50 years have disrupted 
the natural development of 
the region. 

The implementation of 
the agreement incorpo- 
rated in the Jordan ian- 
Israeli peace treaty, which 
is how being negotiated be- 
tween the two parties, ends 
the situation in which Jor- 
dan was landlocked with its 
only access to the sea at 
Aqaba^ and opens it up to 
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the Mediterranean. The 
hitorical, geographical and 
human links of culture and 
trade between the two sides 
of the River Jordan are 
now in the process of being 
restored; and the eventual 
reintegration of all the 
components of the holy 
land will also restore its 
historic links with the coun- 
tries to the north, the east 
and to the south. 

The full implications and 
consequences of the Jorda- 
nian peace will not man- 
ifest themselves until the- 
Palestinian component of 
the “shared space" has 
found its final place in the 
equation. But the fact of 
living on the same land, 
and under the same sun 
and moon, and equally de- 
pendent on its soil and wa- 


resoiiFces. Added to all this 
will be the impact of 
societies with a common 
cultural attachment to plur- 
alism, and to the peaceful 
co-existence of the three 
Abrahamic faiths. 

Whether this impact is to 
be confrontational or 
coo pe rational in the region 
will depend largely on the 
role Jordan chooses, or is 
.able, to play. The strategic 
balance in ' the area has 
been changed: Jordan is no 
longer a territory of transit, 
a landscape on which other 
countries fight their battles. 
Instead of being a buffer 
between enemies, it can 
become the pivot of peace. 
On lines between Iraq and 
Iran to the east, and the 
Mediterranean and beyond 
to the west: and on lines 


“In the period beginning with the Gulf 
crisis until the present day, the regime 
has made decisions which have had a 
profound impact in contributing to 
changing the Middle Eastern scene” 


ter, make it certain that a 
political and legal 
framework will eventually 
be worked out to incorpo- 
rate the three peoples into 
what may be termed a 
•’community.’’ or an 
“alliance." or whatever fin- 
al constitutional framework 
may be agreed. 

The emergence of such a 
new entity on the Middle 
Eastern scene will have a 
profound impact: The 
“community” will have a 
population of now 12 mil- 
lion. half Arab and half 
tsraseli; it will have a 
powerful industrial and 
financial base; the highest 
rate of econcomic growth 
in the region; access to the 
largest trading areas in the 
world; and a high reserve 
of human and technological 


between Turkey to the 
north and Africa to the 
south. Jordan is territorial- 
ly central. And its new in- 
ternal structure, and its 
new strategic choice, give it 
the possibility of being also 
central politically. 

This possibility has not 
escaped the notice of some 
of its neighbours who covet 
that role for themselves. 
Strange alliances have been 
formed between regimes, 
which are afraid of, or 
opposed to. peace with 
Israel, and a regime which 
has already made peace. 
Suspicions of Jordan’s role, 
and fears of its possible 
future role, were broadcast 
on the flimsy basis of one 
man’s defection from 
Baghdad, but these fears 
and suspicions were really 


the reflection of the fears of 
some regimes for them- 
selves. 

In Jordan itself, the im- 
plications of the regime’s 
strategic decision, and the 
possibilities for an en- 
hanced and central role in 
the region, have not yet 
been folly understood. A 
futile, but potentially 
dangerous, debate between 
the supporters of the peace 
treaty with Israel, and its 
opponents, centres around 
the question whether 
Jordanians should establish 
“normal” relations with 
Israelis, or whether they 
should continue to consider 
them as enemies. The 
opponents of "normalisa- 
tion" claim that it was the 
regime which made peace, 
not the people, and that the 
people are therefore not 
bound by it. Attempts have 
been made to prevent con- 
tacts with Israelis by busi- 
ness persons, writers, jour- 
nalists and professionals; 
and some organs of the 
press give wider publicity 
to individual cases of 
attempted or frustrated 
contacts between Jorda- 
nians and Israelis than the 
reality justifies. The reality 
is that Jordanian, Palesti- 
nian and Israeli business, 
companies and individuals 
have long been in contact 
with each other, and that 
the peace has legalised 
these contacts, and given 
them a wider scope, of 
which the business world is 
now raking advantage. 

The danger of the debate 
lies in the fact that it con- 
ceals a hidden challenge to 
the regime. If the people 
can legitimately reject the 
decision of the regime, of 
the government, of the 
elected representatives of 
the people, then the regim- 
e’s own legitimacy is re- 
jected. A minority of the 
opponents of normalisation 
would admit this openly; 
but the majority have not 


seriously considered the 
implications of their posi- 
tion. 

The choice which faces 
the people of Jordan is not 
between “normalisation" 
and “non-normalisation." 
The latter would not be a 
return to the stasrus quo 
ante; it would create a flew 
situation, a situation which 
the treaty itself would Ibe 
abrogated, and the author- 
ity of the regime seriously 
challenged, if not over- 
thrown. 

The consequences of 
such a change for the future 
of Jordan are not difficult 
to imagine. Violent dis- 
turbances, perhaps civil 
war. would disrupt and des- 
troy the bases of society on 
which the country has been 
built. Intervention from 
neighbouring countries, 
and perhaps from further 
afield, would certainly fol- 
low. and the very existence 
of Jordan as an indepen- 
dent country would be 
seriously threatened, and 
the possibility of its absorp- 
tion into the framework of 
another territorial entity 
would become real. 

Fortunately, the people 
of Jordan nave acquired 
through years of bitter ex- 
perience a healthy sceptic- 
ism about the views of the 
professional and traditional 
opponents of peace, and a 
deep attachment to the reg- 
ime and to the bases on 
which Jordanian society 
has been built. In the abs- 
ence of any credible, or 
even any formulated 
alternative to peace, the 
probability is that the de- 
bate about normalisation 
will before long peter out. 
Once they have understood 
the challenge which now 
lies ahead of them, it is not 
presumptuous to predict 
that the Jordanian peuple 
will follow the lead which 
has been given them, and 
opt for the major role 
which now opens up before 
them. 

The writer is an Arab histo- 
rian who taught history ■ at 
the American University of 
Beirut. He contributed the 
above article to the Jordan 
Times. 
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MENA II — The prospects for investment 


Reprinted from Middle 
East Monitor 


THE SECOND MENA sum- 
mit will be judged by whether 
its participants have learned 
how to weigh each other up 
correctly. There will be few 
prospective aid donors, and 
those that are present, not- 
ably the World Bank, will be 
demanding an increasingly 
strict set of criteria for future 
lending, the onus will thus be 
on recipient nations to prove 
they are sufficiently commit- 
ted to genuine economic re- 
form to attract investment on 
essentially commercial terms. 
One problem is that many of 
the economies of the region, 
even those in the process of 
being liberalised, are still 
organised around networks 
of informal government and 
company relationships that 
do not amount to free-market 
operations. In dealing with 
both nominally public and 
private sectors, foreign inves- 
tors will have to gauge 
whether their partner is truly 
subject to market forces, or, 
in the case of state author- 
ities. indeed has access to 
public funds for their side of 
the bargain. 

Overall, prospects for fresh 
external aid will be limited, 
but there will be some old- 
fashioned largesse — most 
notably from the Japanese 
government. Despite prob- 
lems in the administration of 
its own aid budget, the 
Japanese still pursue a policy 
used on large-scale, and 
largely tied, aid to secure 
their regional political objec- 
tives. Their concern, as ever, 
is Japanese energy security. 
Japan began its aid program- 
me to the Middle East in the 
wake of the 1973-74 crisis. 
Now the world’s biggest aid 
donor, it has pursued a policy 
of disbursing aid to, or mak- 
ing significant energy invest- 
ments within, almost all 
countries in the region, re- 
gardless of the state of bi- 


lateral relations. Thus Syria 
benefited last month when 
Japan signed a formal SS6S 
million loan for construction 
of the new Zara power plant. 
Japan also stressed its con- 
tinuing commitment to pro- 
vide S2G0 million to aid 
Palestinian development, 
whilst Jordan is likely to se- 
cure a further easing of its 
SI .8 billion debt. 


Accountability is the key 
issue 


The most crucial issue is 
accountability. Jordan is 
showing the way, but while 
the Palestinians are now 
securing a considerable ex- 
tension of political self-rule, 
they are jeopardising their 
prospects for maximising 
financial aid with their deci- 
sion that, in future, the bulk 
of international aid will flow 
straight to the Palestine 
National Authority and not, 
as laboriously agreed a year 
ago, to PECDAR. Much of 
the external focus will be on 
large-scale projects, such as 
the proposed canal from the 
Red Sea to the Dea Sea. 
Given limited indigenous 
financial resources and con- 
troversy concerning the true 
costs of desalinisation, the 
time for such mega-schemes 
may have passed. The only 
question is whether they still 
have a political role to play. 


offers a very different 
approach: a commitment to 
cooperation on a series of 
fronts accompanied by speci- 
fic commitments to improve 
Palestinian day-to-day living. 
If the Israeli commitment is 
genuine, or perhaps if any 
such commitment can outlast 
the present Israeli govern- 
ment, then this offersa prac- 
tical bottom-up approach to 
economic development that 
reflects the current sceptical 
attitude of international aid 
bodies. In this context. 
MENA II will be judged by 
its ability to marry private 
investment to relatively 
small-scale development pro- 
jects. In 1994. at the IMF in 
Madrid and then at MENA I 
in Casablanca, PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat missed 
two good opportunities to bid 
effectively for much-needed 
private-sector funding, be- 
cause he used his major pub- 
lic speeches to address 
Palestinian audiences at 
home and in exile and not the 
businessmen gathered to hear 
him. He tried to recoup at a 
lunch gathering for business- 
men of largely Palestinian 
origin, but it was not good 
enough. For the Palestinians, 
the stakes at Amman are 
therefore very considerable. 


Barcelona: external 
pressures for regional 
economic integration 


Peace - possibly; 

prosperity - perhaps 


While Amman will show 
that there will still be at least 
a limited focus on moderate 
volumes of government and 
international aid for such 
schemes at the Jordan Rift 
Valley Development project, 
a better test may be its ability 
to underpin the Arab-lsraeli 
peace process. The Israeli- 
Palestinian peace agreement 


The Middle East has a 
much narrower economic 
base than is commonly sup- 
posed, and this makes it 
vulnerable to external press- 
ures. The richest part of the 
region, the six GCC nations, 
possess a GDP level which,' 
whilst accounting for a little 
over two-fifths of total Arab 
GDP. still remains modest in 
global terms. The poorer 
parts of the Arab World. 
North Africa and the other 
African Arab countries, are 
proportionately weaker in 
terms of their population/ 


GDP ratios. AH pans of the 
Middle East, including Israel 
and Turkey, are thus at a 
disadvantage in determining 
their economic relations with 
the major global trading 
blocs. 

The Arab World has long 
expressed public commit’ 
ment to economic integra- 
tion. Two-thirds of all ’the 
organisations it has spawned 
.since 1945 represent attempts 
to promote development 
through integration. At Bar- 
celona. the EU’s muscle of 
promote free trade amongst a 
broad swathe of Mediterra- 
nean countries will, if suc- 
cessful. have the useful, if 
unintended consequence of 
making it easier for many 
Arab countries to trade with 
each other. 

Ultimately, unless Arab 
countries act collectively (and 
only the GCC has shown 
even a limited ability to do 
so) there is little that the- 
Arab World can do to resist 
the pressures of economic in- 
tegration with Europe. Tne 
European Union has already 
demonstrated its muscle by 
making it' clear that, should 
they wish to secure a pet- 
rochemicals agreement with 
Europe, the GtC states must 
first harmonise their own 
tariffs. Yet such integration is 
not necessarily negative, 
from an Arab perspective: 
indeed, it is probably one of 
the most important elements 
in promoting overdue econo- 
mic reform in languishing 
Arab economies and in con* 
soiidating the gains made by 
more successful ones. But it 
is a process that is not under 
any significant Arab control; 
it is Europe that is in essence 
setting the agenda. Greater 
Arab integration is required 
if Arab economies — and 
peoples — are to reap the full 
benefits of the proposed asso- 
ciation with Europe. 


ment of this programme is 
the effective extension of an 
existing free-trade area — the 
European Union itself and its 
existing associates on the 
continent of Europe — to the 
southern and eastern shores 
of the Mediterranean 
through a series of bilateral 
accords. In effect, it would 
integrate much of the Arab 
.World, and possibly Israel as 
well, into an essentially Euro- 
pean trading structure. The 
aim is to develop reciprocal 
and preferential free-trade in 
ail manufactured and agri- 
cultural products of interest 
to both parties and free trade 
amongst the Mediterranean 
countries themselves. In 
addition, the proposed Euro- 
Mediterranean Economic 
Area's goals include support 
for the economic modernisa- 
tion of participating countries 
that are prepared to liberalise 
their markets; support for 
general cooperation in re- 
gional development; streng- 
thening of north-south eco- 
nomic and financial links: 
and. of course, continued 
support for the Middle East 
peace process. But instead of 
Arab economic integration 
being the precursor to such 
an expansion of free trade, it 
would come as a consequ- 
ence. This may be politically 
distasteful, but it still makes 
sound economic sense. 


The Barcelona option 

The most important ele- 


One of the principal objec- 
tives of the European Com- 
mission's proposals is support 
for the economic restructur- 
ing of the less developed 
countries of the Mediterra- 
nean — with this support 
backed by a proposed de- 
velopment programme which 
the European’ Commission 
would like to Total some ECU 
5.5 billion ($7.36 billion). In 
practice. ' this means the 
whole of the North African 
littoral, with the cunent ex- 
ception of Libya, as well as 
assistance for Syria. Jordan. 
Palestine and Lebanon. 
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CORFU RESTAURANT 


A Jordanian Islamist after Friday prayers 
waits for a taxi under summit banners in 
Amman. World government and business 
leaders, including Israelis and Arabs from 


Welcomes the delegations at 
the MENA summit conference 


INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD. 


* For this occasion we’ve open 24 hours. 

* Serving oriental & European meals. 

* Located within walking distance from 
hotels Forte Grand, Marriott & Regency. 

For reservation call 680185 + 695308 


NOTICE FOR INVITATION TO BID 
FOR 

CIVIL CONSTRUCTION WORK OF BUILDINGS' FACILITIES 


INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD. (IJQ, INVITES TENDER FOR 
SUPPLY AND CIVIL CONSTRUCTION WORKS OF THE FOLLOWING BUILDINGS' 
FACILITIES AT THE PROJECT SITE IN THE SPE&lAL INDUSTRIAL FREE ZONE 
AT ESHIDIYA. 


RAINBOW TRAVEL & TOURISM COMPANY 


Tender Ref. No. 
C-003/9S 
C-4KM/95 


Buildings / Facilities 

Administration Building 

Canteen Block (Residential Area) 


We have the pleasure of welcoming all MENA 
delegates to Jordan both from the public and 
private sectors. 

Please call us if you need assistance. We can be of- 
particular help in offering the following services; 

— Meeting, assisting and transferring delegates 
and visitors to Jordan 

— Handling air tickets (sales & reservations) 

— Facilitating car rental all over the world 

— Providing private cars with drivers 

— Arranging special tours and programmes to and 
from the Kingdom 

— Conducting daily tours in Jordan 

— Making hotel reservations anywhere in the world 

For further information please call or fax: 
962-6-621652 

Our address is: King Hussein Street, P.O. 
Box 20193, Amman 11118 


THE TENDER DOCUMENTS COVERING THE SCOPE OF WORK, TECHNICAL 
SPECIFICATION AND OTHER GENERAL/ COMMERCIAL TERMS ARE 
AVAILABLE AT OUR OFFICE. 


INTERESTED CIVIL/STRUCTURAL CONTRACTING COMPANIES REGISTERED 
WITH MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS IN JORDAN (GRADE I AND III MAY 
COLLECT THE ABOVE TENDER DOCUMENTS ON PAYMENT BY CASH/DF.MAND 
DRAFT (ADDRESSED TO "INDO .JORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD." 
PAYABLF. AT AMMAN) A SUM OK JD 100 FOR EACH TENDER DOCUMENT FROM 
THE MANAGER (ADMINISTRATION &. PERSONNEL) INDO-JORDAN CI1EMICAI.S 
CO., JRD FLOOR, DELMON BUILDING, P-O- BOX NO. 926787. AMMAN 11110 
(TEL.NO. 685732) , ON ANY WORKING DAY TILL 16.11.95. 


BIDDERS SHALL SUBMIT THEIR BIDS SEPARATELY FOR EACH OF THE ABOVE 
TENDERS SUPERSCRIBING THE TENDER REF. NO. ON THE RESPECTIVE 
ENVELOPE AND SUBMIT IT ON OR BEFORE 141IO HRS. ON 2M2.95. 


BABU K. VERCHF.SE 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
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U.s. embassy opens business, 
multi-media centres 


AMMAN (USIS) — One of 
the main goals of the Amman 
Economic Summit is to en- 
courage and facilitate econo- 
mic growth in the Middle 
East and North Africa 
through the development of a 
private sector network con- 
necting business interests in 
the region with one another 
and with the U.S.. Europe 
and the rest of the world. The 
American Business Centre 
and the Multi-Media Centre 
have been designed to 
achieve that goal. 

The American Business. 
Centre, to be operated by the 
Economic and Commercial 
Section of the U-S. Embassy, 
will offer the following ser- 
vices to American and re- 
gional business delegates to 
the Amman Economic Sum- 
mit: 


— Match-making services 
to assist American business- 
men in locating Jordanian or 
regional business partners 
and in identifying potential 

opportunities; 

— Key information on 
Jordanian and regional 
businesses through a com- 
puterised database; 

— Facilities and staff to 
organise information sharing 
and meetings between Amer- 
ican delegates and summit 
participants. 

The Multi-Media Centre, 
operated by the U.S. In- 
formation Service at the 
American Embassy, features 
Hi-Tech information services 
designed to answer questions 
for business, media and gov- 
ernment delegates to the 
Summit. Examples of ser- 
vices offered are: 


— Jit CD ROM databases 
on worldwide economic, 
financial, business and trade 
information. 


— Interactive Internet con- 
nection. featuring special 
••homepage" features on’ 
Summit activities and partia- 
p.ititii! countries. 

_ ' individual e-mail sex- ■ 
vices sia the Internet. 

— Official statements, 
documents and prev* releases 
from the official V S delega- 
tion to the Summit 


— Technical staff to assist 
users wirh their information' 
needs. 

Both the Business Centre 
and the Multi- Media Come 
operated by the L'.S. Embas- 
sy will be located in the Mar- 
riott Hotel throughout the 
summit. 


Morocco to the Gulf, will Sunday be attending 
a summit intended to show the Middle East has 
exchanged war for economic growth (Reuters 
photo) 


Number of participants 
from private sector 


Middle East 


Algeria - Turkey 

Bahrain 

Egypt 

Israel 

Kuwait 10 

Lebanon ' 

Morocco 3- 

Oman 9 

Palestine 49 

Qatar 50 

Saudi Arabia 2ij U.S. ... 

Tunisia 25 Canada 

UAE 27 

Yemen 5 


Romania 5 

Slovak A ' 

Spain 4 

Sweden 5 

Switzerland 57 t 

Turkov U ; 


North 

America 


Rest of 


Europe 


the world 


Austria 

Belgium 

Cyprus 

Czech 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

Great Britain 

Greece 

Ireland 

Italy 

Netherlands 


Argentina 2 

Australia 4 

Brazil 1 


17 China 


• 5 Hong Kong - 

. 1 India 2 

44 Indonesia 11 

4$ Japan 2b 

S5 Nigeria 2 

. 5 Pakistan 1 

. 1 Russia It* 

57 South Africa 2 

11 Thailand 1 


A REPUTED TRAINING INSTITUTE 
IN OMAN URGENTLY REQUIRES 
TRAINERS/INSTRUCTORS: 


JOB TITLE AND ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS 


CATERING TUTOR 

- Specific requirement for kitchen work experience and food 
preparation and training 


TRAVEL TUTOR 

- 1ATA Certificate 


COMPUTER TUTOR 

- DOS, Windows, MS Word, Excel 

- Preferably knowledge of MS ACCESS, PowerPoint LOTUS 123, 

Freelance Graphics, Dbase, Ami-Pro, Network Software, UNIX, 
Novell. COBOL, FOXPRO, PASCAL, BASIC, etc. 


STOREKEEPING AND WAREHOUSING 

- Familiar with different recording methods i.e. log; 
microfiche, bin card and computer literate 

GARMENT INSTRUCTOR 

- Experience of all types of modern sewing machinery 

SALES EXECUTIVE 

Experience in sales and training 


HEALTH, SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL TRAINER 

- Impart instructions in HsS and Driver skills 

- Instruct, test and counsel course attendees in particular areas of 

specialisation. 


GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL THE ABOVE POSTS 


1. Degree or Diploma Qualification in the respective or related fields 

2. Should have at least five years related experience 

3. Ruent in the English language and preferably the Arabic 

language 

4. Flexible approach to work and travel extensively to different 

locations within Oman as and when required 


BENEFITS OFFERED TO 


.ECTED CANDIDATE 


1 . Good salary for the right candidate - will commensurate with education 
.qualifications and experience 

2. Single furnished accommodation 

3. Annual paid holiday with return flight tickets 

4. Medical benefits as per the company rules. 


Detailed CVs along with copies of the educational 
qualifications and experience certificates and recent 
photograph should be delivered by hand within one week 
from the date of this advertisement to the following address: 


Talal .Abu-Ghazaleh International 

?~™J\. C ?.^!? ercial Center ’ 8th Floor. Abdali 
JORDAN (Tel: 669603) 
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By Suleiman A1 Khalidi 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan will 
negotiate with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
3 new three-year reform 
programme to further liberal- 
ise the economy and inte- 
grate it with global markets. 
Finance Minister Basil Jar- 
daneh said Saturday. 

Mr. Jardaneh told Reuters 
an IMF team would arrive 
next month to agree on the 
three-year programme, to 
start in 1996, that will replace 
another IMF plan. Jordan 
embarked on IMF-directed 
reforms after an economic 
crisis in 1989. 

“The expanded program- 
me is to move towards Jordan 
becoming a leader in liber- 
alising its economy and inte- 
> grate it further in the global 
economy,” said Mr. Jar- 
daneh. 


“The reforms will aim at 
opening the economy further 
towards the requirement of 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO), with safeguard 
mechanisms,” Mr. Jardaneh 
added. 

The WTO obliges mem- 
bers to ensure trade is largely 
non-discriminatory and to 
limit export subsidies. Jor- 
dan, with a 25 percent rise in 
exports this year, has ex- 
pressed an interest in joining 
the organisation, the succes- 
sor to GATT. 

Officials said Jordan would 
enter the IMF programme on 
the understanding it would 
get commitments from the 
European Union, the IMF 
and the World Bank in excess 
of $500 million to build fore- 
ign currency reserves and 
support its balance of pay- 
ments. 

The new reform plan 
would help integrate Jordan's 


siock market into global 
capital markets by moves to 
“improve and rationalise it. 
including the formation of 
mutual funds with foreign 
participation." 

Jordan’s stock market, 
capitalised at over $4.4 bil- 
lion, is one of the few open 
markets in the region. 

Mr. Jardaneh said the re- 
forms would include legisla- 
tion to supplement an invest- 
ment law passed recently. 

“There will be additional 
legislation: Customs laws, 
companies law, amendment 
of the Amman Financial 
Market law and the establish- 
ment of mutual funds,” Mr. 
Jardaneh said. The plan will 
retain a “social safety net” 
for low income earners. 

The new programme 
would help develop Jordan's 
domestic capital markets, 
creating long-term financial 
and savings instruments that 


include government and 
corporate bonds. 

The plan would further cut 
restrictions on foreign invest- 
ment, which is now limited to 
49 per cent in some sectors, 
amend the companies law 
and simplify land acquisition 
for companies. 

Under the programme, 
fresh steps would be taken to 
advance privatisation, now 
focused on transforming state 
concerns into commercial en- 
tities. 

Mr. Jardaneh said by the 
end of the year Jordan would 
get around $300 million in 
soft loans, including $135 mil- 
lion from Japan's Export- 
Import Bank and $80 million 
from the World Bank to be 
matched by Japan The World 
Bank agreement will be 
signed during the Amman 
economic summit starting 
Sunday. 


Housing Bank, backed by Alliance 
Capital, launches Jordan Fund 


By Cathy King 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Underpinning 
the banking sector’s import- 
ance in future economic and 
investment development, the 
Housing Bank announced its 
creation of the Housing Bank 
Jordan Fund in Jordanian di- 
nars, a senior bank official 
has said. 

Housing Bank Chairman 
and General Manager Zubair 
Khouri said that the invest- 
ment initiative is the first and 
largest Mutual Investment 
Fund based on Jordanian cur- 
rency that is open to Jorda- 
nian, Arab and foreign inves- 
tors. 

“The coming era requires 
that the banking sector in 
Jordan plays an effective role 
in soldi fying the national eco- 
nomic structure,” Mr. 
Khouri said. 

The Housing Bank, the 
second largest financial in- 


stitution in the Kingdom, has 
signed a contract with the 
American fund manager 
Alliance Capital so as to 
guarantee the activity of the 
fund. 

According to a statement 
released by the Housing 
Bank, the fond is open to 
investors looking to benefit 
from potential investment 
opportunities arising from 
new regional economic de- 
velopments, that will in turn 
bring growth to the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM). 

The drive to create a more 
attractive investment climate, 
included a new package of 
investment and tax legisla- 
tions. 

“The new package of in- 
vestment and tax legislations 
has created real change that 
will motivate investment," 
Mr. Khouri inferred. The 
bank's investment initiative 
was launched in time for the 
Middle East and North Afri- 


ca (MENA) economic sum- 
mit that opens here today. 

Mr. Khouri said that the 
country was now ready to act 
as an investment base for the 
region. 

“The groundwork is pre- 
pared, more than at any time 
m the past, for Jordan to act 
as an Arab and international 
base for investment.” he 
claimed. 

The introduction of the 
Housing Bank Jordan Fund is 
an effort to seize the opportu- 
nities created by the legisla- 
tion changes and is a bid to 
increase the financing capabi- 
lities required to meet invest- 
ment needs, Mr. Khouri said. 

He added that the banking 
sector also aims to develop its 
ability to interact with inter- 
national financial markets 
and to finance projects de- 
veloped in Jordan. 

The fond, said Mr. Khouri. 
will invest in Jordanian secur- 
ities (shares and bonds) 


issued by the Treasury, as 
well as m government cor- 
porations and also in Jorda- 
nian public shareholding 
companies traded -on the 
AFM — Jordan's stock ex- 
change. 

The fond can also invest 
invest in Jordanian bonds 
issued in foreign currencies, 
in addition to investing in 
private companies not liked 
on the AFM, provided that 
the fund's holdings do not 
exceed 15 per cent of the 
fund's JD 20 million capital. 

According to the bank's 
statement, the contract was 
signed with Alliance Capital 
owing to its reputation as one 
of the largest fund managers 
in the world and its handling 
assets of 49 American com- 
panies. 

The statement added that 
the Housing Bank Jordan 
Fund is the Kingdom's first 
investment fund on this scale 


Beirut bankers back 
boycott of summit 
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BEIRUT (R) — Most Beirut 
bankers back Lebanon's 
boycott of the Amman Eco- 
nomic Summit but some say 
the country may be missing 
out on investment opportuni- 
ties. 

Several bankers polled by 
Reuters said it was premature 
to discuss economic coopera- 
tion with Israel before peace 
is signed. They also feared 
Israel wants to swallow up 
Arab markets through joint 
projects tike a planned re- 
gional development bank. 

“We are still in peace 
negotiations with Israel and 
going to the conference now 
would mean we recognise 
Israel even before we sign 
peace,” one banker told Reu- 
ters. 

“We should wat at least 
until peace is signed between 
us and them,” added the 
.banker, who requested 
? anonymity. 

“This conference is not to 
our benefit Israel is trying to 
swallow the Arab markets 
and we’re not ready to stand 
up in the face of Israeli tech- 
nology,” be said/ 

Prime Minister Rafik A1 
Hariri said last month Leba- 
non would stay away from 
the Oct 29-31 conference be- 
cause peace with Israel had 
not been achieved. 

Syria, which has 35,000 
troops in Lebanon, is also 
boycotting the Amman sum- 
mit because of the impasse in 
its peace negotiations with 
Israel. 

Hafez Abai Chaker, direc- 
tor of Banque Libano Fran- 
caise, said he agreed with Mr. 
Hariri’s political argument 
but felt Lebanon could gain 
by attending such interna- 
tional conferences “which 
give it a presence in regional 
and international arenas.” 

“Lebanon is a reconstruc- 
tion site and we need invest- 
ments. We want businessmen 
from the Arab World to 
come and to contribute eco- 


nomically to the post-war 
projects,” he said. 

“So economically speaking 
Lebanon could benefit from 
going to the Amman sum- 
mit... of course, there are 
political reasons that forbid 
Lebanon from attending and 
political considerations over- 
ride economic ones here,” 
Mr. Abi Chaker added. 

Talal Abou Zaki, foreign 
exchange manager at Bank of 
Beirut and die Arab coun- 
tries, doubted that the con- 
ference would be a success 
because “Arab public opin- 
ion is not ready to accept 
joint projects with Israel. We 
cannot forget 45 years of 
enmity.” 

“Look at Egypt, it signed 
peace years ago but Egyp- 
tians still do not accept joint 
projects,” he said. 

Bankers also warned 
against the establishment of a 
regional bank, expected to be 
unveiled at Amman, which 
would give Israel its first 
membership of a regional - 
economic body. 

Mr. Hariri said last month 
Lebanon opposed the bank 
because even if peace was 
reached with Israel, “setting 
up the bank, its capital and its 
work as planned is not in our 
interest." 

Mr. Abou Zaki also re- 
jected the idea, saying Beirut 
lacked the technology for 
joint projects with the 
Israelis. 

“Any joint project would 
serve their purposes and in- 
terests, not ours. Israel is 
striving for joint projects with 
Arabs as it wants to expand 
horizontally and vertically at 
Arabs' expense. They will try 
to take our role as 
Lebanese," he said. 

Mr. Abi Chaker said he did 
not believe capital would 
pour into the bank in the 
immediate post-peace era as 
many Arabs could not easily 
accept a sudden end to the 
Arab-Israeti conflict. 
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1 - Intercontinental Hotel Book Shop 

2 - Marriott Hotel Book Shop 

3 - Amra Hotel Book Shop 

4 - University Book Shop , Gardens 

5 - Book Corner. First circle. Jabal Amman 

6 - Orbit Internationl Marketing Est. 

Publishers 

ORBIT INTERNATIONAL EST. 
Tel. (962)6 688732 
Fax. (962)6 680978 


Arab Gulf states favour 
boosting local funds 
over Mideast bank 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf oil states are 
pressing to use regional de- 
velopment funds as an 
alternative to an ambitious 
Middle East bank project 
proposed by the United 
States to aid cooperation be- 
tween Israel and its Arab 
neighbours. 

The six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCQ states have 
already made clear their par- 
ticipation in a watershed eco- 
nomic summit in Amman in 
the coming days does not 
mean they will contribute to 
the $5 billion bank. 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. 
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) argue the bank could 
be more to the benefit of 
Israel and that Arabs do not 
need a new development 
fond as they have a surplus of 
Such institutions. 

“We are trying to activate, 
the existing regional funds 
and upgrade their operations 
to make them more effi- 
cient,” a GCC official told 
AFP. “Why do we need a 
new fund with $5 billion 
when our funds are still flush 
with money? We think our 
proposal is more logical.” 

U.S. and Israeli officials 
have said that the Bank for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development in the Middle 
East and North Africa would 
.be launched at the Amman 
forum which opens Sunday. 

Arab states already have 
seven major development 
funds in addition to two in- 
stitutions jointly owned with 
others — the OPEC Fund for 
International Development 
and the Islamic Development 


Bank. 

Official statistics until 1993 
showed the nine funds had 
provided around $39 billion 
in soft loans and grants since 
they began operation in early 
1960s. This is in addition to 
nearly $98 billion extended 
by governments, mainly 
those in Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait and the UAE. 

The bulk of the aid has 
been channelled to Arab 
countries to finance develop- 
ment and infrastructure pro- 
jects as well as economic 
reforms. 

But the assistance has not 
been fruitful, with most 
member states still suffering 
slow or negative growth 
rates, debt, unemployment, 
inflation, and deficits in their 
budgets and balances of pay- 
ments. 

According to Osama Al 
Faqih, a former chairman of 
the Abu Dhabi-based Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF), the 
Arab League's 22 members 
have received more than $370 
billion in cash between 1970 
and 1990. The funds were in 
the form of loans, grants and 
remittances from Arab and 
Other countries. 

The AMF, one of the main 
financial institutions in the 
region, has been directly in- 
volved in development in 
member states through pro- 
viding soft loans. 

But it started to concen- 
trate on technical assistance 
and encouragement of econo- 
mic restructuring program- 
mes after the loans produced 
no results. 

“There are no fund shor- 
tages in the region. All Arab 
countries have access to de- 


velopment funds," a Gulf 
financial official told AFP. 
“But the problem is that the 
money is not being used 
properly... What we are 
proposing is a sort of 
mechanism to ensure benefi- 
ciaries exploit the money for 
the purpose for which it is 
extended. In other words... 
efficient usage.” 

Experts said Arab nations 
could repair their economies 
if they pursue reforms. But 
they stressed financial aid- 
was essential. 

“There is a stronger need 
now for money to finance 
economic reforms provided 
they (Arabs) are serious in 
such reforms,” one expert 
said. 

The other six key official 
Arab funds involved in de- 
velopment in the region are 
the Saudi Development 
Fund, which has provided 
around S5.9 billion, and the 
Kuwaiti Fund, which has 
granted nearly $7.8 billion. 

The Abu Dhabi Develop- 
ment Fund has extended 
nearly SI .58 billion, while 
around $1.73 billion have 
been given by the Iraqi Fund, 
$6.28 billion by the Kuwaiti- 
based Arab Fund for Econo- 
mic and Social Development, 
$2:2 billion by the AMF, and 
around $1.8 billion by the 
Khartoum-based Arab Bank 
for Economic Development 
in Africa. 

Of the total, Arab states 
have received nearly $23.4 
billion while $8.9 billion have 
been provided to non-Arab 
Asian countries, $6.1 billion 
to Africa and the rest to the 
Latin America and other de- 
veloping nations. 
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Electrolux 


Since 1919 AB Electrolux Stockholm, SWEDEN has been 
providing the world with quality products 
ranging from Household and Commercial Appliances 
to Outdoor and Industrial Products. 

With very large acquisitions integrated into a worldwide 
competitive group. Electrolux, among other destinctions; 
is the largest producer of Floor Care Products in the world 
is the worid leader in the Absorption Refrigerators 
has the highest market share in Western Europe. 


Electrolux, with total commitment to excellence, 
presents Household Appliances that 
make life convenient, easier, and safer 
for millions of people around the worid. 
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Study: Privatisation slow to spread 
in Middle East and North Africa 


Private sector participation at summit 


By Suleiman AI Khaiidi 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Privatisation is 
a popular idea with govern- 
ments in the Middle East and 
North Africa but the fear of 
huge job losses has kept 
, progress to a snail's pace. 

Many of the governments 
in power have nurtured a 
strong state sector and their 
supporters are often the em- 
ployees of loss-making state 
enterprises. 

The social unrest sparked 
by introducing market re- 
forms in the past has also 
made governments wary of 
privatisation and they have 
limited themselves to selec- 
tive sales of enterprises. 

“In general, privatisation 
programmes in the region 
have been among the slowest 
of reforms, reflecting the 
political difficulties of sub- 
jecting public enreiprise to 
market forces." said a World 
Bank study entitled “Claim- 
ing the Future." 

But accelerated privatisa- 
tion was essential to the re- 
gion's future if it wanted to 
avoid a continuation of the 
economic decline suffered 
over the last decade, the 
bank said. 

Political constraints to pri- 
vatisation vary across the re- 
gion with countries like 


Egypt and Algeria burdened 
by an especially inefficient 
public sector ana a powerful 
heritage of socialist-inspired 
central planning. 

In contrast, Jordan, Leba- 
non. Morocco, Tunisia and 
many Arab Gulf states have 
less of a bloated state sector. 

Opposition to privatisation 
in the region was caused by 
various factors. 

There were vested interests 
in state-owned monopolies 
which did not want to be 
exposed to competition. 
There were ideologically 
opposed groups who disliked 
the sale of national assets. 
There was also resistance to 
selling plum assets to fore- 
igners as this disadvantaged 
domestic shareholders. 

A few states were embrac- 
ing the idea of privatisation 
as a good idea in principle 
and as essential to a strategy 
of private sector-based 
growth. 

But many were simply 
turning to it as they desper- 
ately needed foreign capital 
or were now so concerned by 
their large budget deficits 
that selling off state-owned 
companies was seen as a last- 
resort solution. 

Others voiced support for 
privatisation because it was 
part of the package of re- 
forms recommended by the 


World Bank and Internation- 
al Monetary Fund in return 
for soft loans. 

Investors have also found 
few opportunities to partici- 
pate in privatisation in the 
region as it has small stock 
markets which often placed 
restrictions on foreign own- 
ership. 

Despite' these barriers, in- 
creasing demands for capital 
are gradually forcing the pace 
even though actual deals are 
still few and far between. 

The process appears to be 
most advanced in North Afri- 
ca. Morocco's privatisation 
revenues are estimated at 7.4 
billion dirhams ($870 million) 
since its programme was 
launched in 1993. 

In Tunisia, 50 firms have 
been sold in the last five years 
and a dozen more are cur- 
rently in the process of being 
sold. 

. In the Gulf, progress is 
more patchy. ■ Saudi Arabia 
has made a commitment to 
reduce the role of the state in 
its economy. The United 
Arab Emirates and Bahrain 
meanwhile have announced 
plans for the partial sale of 
public utilities. 

Oman has made most 
progress among Gulf states. 
It has allowed mutual funds 
owned by foreigners to operate and 
allowed mutual funds owned 


by foreigners to operate and 
targeted areas like desalina- 
tion and power plants for 
privatisation. 

In Kuwait, a sell-off of 
stakes in eight companies 
netting the government SI 
billion is mired in political 
controversy. 

In Egypt, ambitious plans 
to sell off 300 state-owned 
companies worth billions of 
dollars — either directly to 
foreign companies or through 
share flotations — has slowed 
to a tortoise pace. 

Foreign firms have shown 
little interest in Egypt's loss 
making and overstaffed state 
companies. The government 
has therefore resorted to 
floating small shareholdings 
in the more profitable firms 
onto the stock market. 

Jordan is nibbling at the 
edges of its extensive public 
sector with state monopolies 
being made to run as self- 
financing corporate entities. 
But full-scale privatisation is 
some way off. Tourism and 
telecommunications are like- 
ly contenders. 

Regional economic super- 
power Israel has had little 
difficulty in attracting foreign 
investors as it has a stock 
market open to foreign inves- 
tors and many of its firms are 
also listed in the United 
States. 
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Pakistan 

devalues 

rupee, 

raises 
oil prices 

ISLAMABAD <R) — Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto's 
government Saturday de- 
valued the Pakistani rupee by 
seven per cent to help stag- 
nating exports and also in- 
creased domestic oil prices by 
the same margin. 

The prime minister's spe- 
cial adviser on finance. V.A. 
Jafarey, said in a televised 
speech the measures had 
been taken to boost exports 
and to consolidate the ba- 
lance of payments position. 

He also announced a new- 
temporary regulatory duty of 
10 per cent on all* dutiable 
imports, subject to the condi- 
tion that the maximum tariff 
on an item should not exceed 
65 per cent. 

Saying that total exemp- 
tion from taxes had been “a 
serious weakness on our tax 
regime," he said a five per 
cent duty had been imposed 
on non-dutiable imports ex- 
cept wheat, fertilisers and 
power generation plants of 
up to a maximum of 3.000 
megawatts . 

However, he said the posi- 
tion of imports allowed duty 
free under treaties with fore- 
ign governments and agen- 
cies would not be affected. 

Mr. Jafarey said the rupee 
had been devalued by seven 
percent against the dollar, 
adding: “As a consequence 
of change in the value of the 
rupee, the prices of pet- 
roleum products are being 
increased by seven per cent.” 

He said it had also been 
decided that in future, 
domestic petroleum prices 
would be linked to global oil 
prices so that changes could 
take place automatically in 
response to variations in 
world prices. 

In measures, likely to in- 
crease domestic prices, have 
been announced at a time 
when Ms. Bhutto’s two-year- 
old government is facing pro- 
tests over inflation. 

Mr. Jafrey said the govern- 
ment was conscious about the 
expected pressure on con- 
sumer prices but that these 
measures were necessary to 
maintain export growth. 

“The package now 
adopted will in the long run 
stimulate higher output and 
reduce monetary and fiscal 
.pressure, bringing about 
more stable prices," he 
pointed out. 

He said the government 
had been viewing with con- 
cern the fact that Pakistan's 
exports had stagnated during 
the last three months after an 
18 per cent growth last year. 

"In particular, there has 
been a decline in the ship- 
ment of cotton textile pro- 
ducts, which account for over 
60 per cent of our exports." 
he added. 

To succeed in achieving 
export targets “it is of vital 
importance that our exports 
remain competitive,” he said. 

Mr. Jafrey said that for 
quite sometime the position 
of Pakistani, exporters had 
been weakened by large cur- 
rency depreciations by coun- 
tries competing with Pakistan 
in international markets. 


Italians , French 
highlight economic 
ties with Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
and Itaiy are currently finalis- 
ing a bilateral agreement on 
protection of Italian and 
Jordanian investments in 
either country and plan to 
sign it in the coming few 
weeks, according to a state- 
ment from the Italian embas- 
sy in Amman. 

The statement which re- 
viewed the scope of bilateral 
cooperation over the past 
years, said that Italy last year 
exported S200 million worth 
of products to Jordan, up 
from S191 million in 1993 and 
SI 66 million in 1992. 

The statement, issued 
Saturday on the eve of the 
convening of the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
summit in Amman, noted 
that Italy was the second 
major European exporter to 
Jordan. 

The statement referred to 
Italian companies operating 
in the Kingdom by noting 
that they were building the 
infrastructure of a number of 
projects like the Karameh 
and Kafrein dams, the 
Aqaba-Naqab highway, the 
Aqaba Thermal Power Sta- 
tion (second phase), and a 
■ project for the desalination of 
the Dead Sea water in addi- 
tion to providing technical 
training to Jordanian clothing 
and textile industries. 


The statement also refer- 
red to cultural, and touristic 
cooperation and the restora- 
tion of archaeological sites in 
the Kingdom by Italian ex- 
perts and to cooperation in 
educational fields noting that 
500 Jordanian students are 
currently enrolled in Italian 
universities. 

Meanwhile, French 
Ambassador to Jordan Ber- 
nard Bajolet said Saturday 
that France and Jordan will 
sign a financial protocol dur- 
ing the MENA conference 
covering cooperation in 1995. 

A joint Jordanian-French 
committee has prepared the 
ground for the protocol 
which the ambassador said 
includes loans to Jordan 
amounting to 100 million 
French francs. 

He said that the soft loan 
will help finance the Irbid 
grain silos project, the water 
pipeline at the Adasieh re- 
gion, the development of 
telecommunications services 
and the civil aviation among 
others. 

Referring to the French- 
Jordanian economic and 
trade ties, the ambassador 
noted that 22 French institu- 
tions and firms have opened 
regional office for their op- 
erations in Jordan in the past 
year. . 


Amman 

showing 

its best 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prepara- 
tion for the MENA Summit 
has cost the Municipality of 
Greater Amman JD 51X1.000 
which will negatively affect 
services provided to other 
parts of the capital. Mayor 
Mamdouh Ahhadi told the 
Jordan Times. 

"The financial cost for the 
summit's preparation was not 
pan of the 1995 municipal- 
ity's budget." Mayor Abbadi 
said. He added that the muni- 
cipality had to pave parking 
lots, (the Royal Cultural 
Centre and King Hussein 
Sports City) which do not fall 
under their responsibility. 

In order to properly pre- 
sent Amman to the three-day 
international summit. 2.000 
municipality employees were 
working for 18 hours a day. 

He indicated that Amman 
did not need the summit to 
improve its public services 
but because this event is the 
biggest gathering of interna- 
tional figures and representa- 
tives of foreign governments 
ever hosted by the country. 
Amman should show its best. 

"We have upgraded the 
level of our services, in order 
to attract investors, and these 
services will continue to be 
provided even after the sum- 
mit.” said Mayor Abbadi. 
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JSSusKOKA ST. VINCENT AND THE GP.ENADMBsnK 
SEE* TOBAGO BARBADOS ARGENTINA GERMANY COuSS 
JIB AFRICA ARUBA IRELAND MALAYSIA TAIWAN MMU 



AFRICA IT. - 



WE’RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD MEDICAL 
STUDENTS. AND WE’RE LOOKING EVERYWHERE 

The best candidates for phyoaaos are bright, determined strong, 
empaiheric And were determined to find them. Sc. George s University now 
offers a piemedkal course leading into the School erf" Medicine as well as 
independent baccalaureate degree programs. The courses indude varying points 
of entry, depending on your educational background and achievements. If you 
believe you can meet our standards for excellence, contact: Office of Admissions. 
Dept. AJ06, St, Georges University School of Medicine, do the North 
American Correspondent, Medical School Services, Ltd. 

One East Main Street, Bay Shore, New York 11706-8399 
516-665-8500 • Ear 516-665-5590 ■ Email; sgu_ info@mssLmssl.com 
Look for us on die Wfodd Wide Web in late Bail 1995- 


63* 


St. George’s University 

School of Medicine 

Shaping the workL„one mind at a time 


Sc. George's University now offers 
the following degree programs: 

Doctor of Medicine (MD) 

1 his program is for students 
•who have a bachelors degree with 
a solid foundation in the 
Biomedical sciences. 

Premedical Program 

The first year of. the three-year 
1 continuum in premedicinc leading 
to the Doctor of Medicine Program 
is designed for students presenting 
achievement at the Ordinarv t eui 
lor the equivalents 
.Students presenting credentials 
such as the Matriculation (..eriilicate 
in South. Africa will he assessed 
for die second year. 
Cnriuidutes need Advanced levels 
in sciences and math, or the 
equivalent: to he considered 
tor tile third year. 

BSc Programs 

Two bachelor's degree programs - 
in Medical Tcvhrologv and 
Basic Medical Sciences - are available. 
Ail courses are aVbig'ush. 

•Our campuses are located in 
t irenada and St. \ incem. with 
affiliated hospitals in die 
United Stares, the United Kingdom 
and rfie ( Gubbcan. 



On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of 
the Jordan Times Zcpter International in 
Jordan congratulates the Jordan Times staff 
and wishes them all success in their 
publishing activities. 
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COMPANY 'E SAME 


ASM BARK FlC 

JORDAN SATIOCrKL BANK 

CAIRO -A MMAN BANK 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

THE HOUSING BANK 

JORDAN COLT BANS 
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ANNAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

FHTT.AP87.FHXa IKVBETHE38T SANK. 



SO. OP 
SNARES 
TRADED 


VALUE PXBV. CLOSING 

traded closing price 

JD PRICE 


240.500 

*■410 

4.400 

2-390 

5.Q30 

1.160 

3.750 

3.360 

1.010 

1.560 


340. SQO 
4.410 
4.500 
2.390 
4.780 
1.150 
3.S10 
3.360 
1.010 
1.530 


banks 


SECTOR 


Mcul 

USXVOI 

Gold 

352.40 


foinal Bank of Mu r« Amfii Kati 


i: 2i/ifl/J.S95 


JD/Cm 


SS/10S ! 995 




■TORDAN INSURANCE 
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JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
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*96 budget totals JD 1.8b 
with deficit of JD 235m 

☆☆ TOTAL SPENDING in the 1996 general 
budget amounts to JD 1.8 billion while local 
revenues, aid and grants total about JD l.S 
billion leaving an expected deficit of JD 235 
million. A JD 32 million was budgeted to 
increase salaries of civil servant and military 
personnel at a rate of JD 10 per month for 
each. The salary increases will be announced 
Nov. 14, the birthday anniversary of His 
Majesty King Hussein. The budget is in line 
with an economic adjustment programme and 
does not envisage creating new job openings 
except at the ministries of health and educa- 
tion (Al Ra’i). 

Housing and Urban Development 
Department to have JD 25m 
budget for next year 

☆☆THE ‘96 budget for the Housing and 
Urban Development Department will total 
JD 25 million of which JD 11.3 million will be 
for capital spending on development projects 
in Abu Nsair. Batrawi housing in Zarqa, 
Tareq housing in Amman as well as housing 
projects in Salhiyyet Al Abed. Marka and 
Aqaba. Furthermore, the budget includes 
spending on commercial markets and other 
new projects in Mafraq. Karak, Irbid. Mada- 
ba, Maan and Ramtha. Another million 
dinars have been allocated to lay down 
policies for reorganising and restructuring the 
public and private housing sectors and study- 
ing the establishment of a secondary real 
estate hypothecation market as well as re- 
viewing laws for organising cities and villages 
and building regulations related to these laws. 
The budget includes JD 12.5 million to repay 
debt instalments and interest to the treasury, 
the World Bank and the Housing Bank. The 
credits were used to build and market 35,000 


housing units in the past few years (Al 

Dustour). 

Public Transport Corporation 
seeks loan to repair buses 

☆☆THE PUBLIC Transport Corporation 
(PTC) is seeking financing from a local bank 
to repair 50 idle buses in the first stage of 
reviving the corporation's buses. According to 
the PTC director-general, the repairs, which 
will be done over a period of six months, will 
cost about JD 600,000. The PTC has a fleet of 
240 buses but some of which are not operat- 
ing. During the past years, 100 buses had been 
taken off the roads, the PTC chief said, noting 
that the corporation does not have the finan- 
cial capabilities to buy new buses. A team is 
currently preparing studies to privatise the 
PTC services (Al Dustour). 

Ministry wants wider 
studies on railways 

☆☆THE MINISTRY of Transport has re- 
quested the Austrian railroad Corporation to 
expand its studies for a railway network 
between some Jordanian cities to include a 
line linking Irbid with the northern Ghor 
(Jordan Valley). The studies at present cover 
railways between Amman-Balqa-Zarqa-Irbid 
to the Syrian border (Al Aswaq). 

Stone cutters, crushers 
moving to Wadi Al Isb 

☆☆OWNERS OF crushers, quarries and 
stone cutters located near housing quarters in 
Amman are continuing to move to a new area 
assigned to them by the Municipality of 
Greater Amman. Reliable sources emphasise 
that brick plants and stone cutters are current- 
ly relocating from the Al Hizam (belt) area to 
Wadi Al Ish. east of Amman. (AIDustour) 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 684311 / 699634-* 


DIRECTORY: The 
Federation of Jorda- 
nian Chamber of Com- 
merce in Cooperation 
with Modem Jordanian 
(M J.) advertising com- 
pany has issued the Jor- 
dan Business Directory 
and will distribute it to 
participants at the 
MENA summit. 
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A DELTA AIR LINES 

WELCOME ALL DELEGATES TO THE 

MENA SUMMIT 

FOR ANY INQUIRY PLEASE CALL METRI TWAL 
AT 643661 FROM 8:00 AM UNTILL 7:00 PM 
AFTER 7:00 PM YOU CAN CALL 079 - 28536 


INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY ... in 
AQABA .. the city of magic and beauty 

A 6,000 square metre piece of land located within the' hotel area, 
with access to the sea by two 6-metre-wide passages. The land’s 
front side, about 100 metres long, faces the beach boulevard and 
is privileged by its proximity to the Aqaba city centre. Appropriate 
for a touristic project. For more information, kindly write to: FAX 
NO. 615164 - Amman. 


ALrKHALAS for CUSTOMS 

CONSULTATIONS 
THE UNIQUE OFFICE IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST WHO DEALS WITH 
CHEMICALS & RELATED 

CUSTOMS; TELEFAX 962 6 615933 



DAK 

CANNED MEATS FROM 
DENMARK 

Agents: JNIT Tel: 612811 

Fax: 610126 


niBMUi with tue mw rauut ratio .*i> n* . ...mgn— njfTT 

The issue of 28/10/95 has a 
special Survey on Jordan. 
ON THE NEWS STANDS 
TODAY. 


FOR SALE 

One dunum plots, zoned as industrial. Inside 
Amman Municipality, in Marqa, near the high 
way. All services available. 

Price JD15-2Q/ sq.m. 

Call 618112 
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The Jordan Cement Factories Co. Ltd. (JCF) 
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When it comes to building, reconstruction and 

development 

in Jordan, the Middle East & some Asian countries 
our products deserve high recognition and are 
bound to cement relations 



JFC was established in 1951, with a capital of one million Jordandian Dinars, raised 
to sixty million Jordanian Dinars in 1991. 

Cement products: At present, three types of cement are produced at our factories: 

1- Pozzolana Portand cement (PPC) Fuhais Factory. 

2- Sulphate Resisting cement (SRC) Fuhais Factory. 

3- Ordinary Portland cement (OPC) Rashadiya Factory. 

Production Capacity: (3.5) million M/T annually. 


Tel: 729901, 729935, Fax: 729921 Amman, Tlx 21239, 23098 Cement Jo 
P.O.Box 815322 - 3359 - 610 Amman - Jordan 

























































HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MON- 
DAY, OCTOBER 29, 1995 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Know who it is that can 
best help you to get ahead 
today, and then join that 
person in some activity. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) This is a good day to take 
a little trip and gamer in- 
formation you need. GEMI- 
NI: (May 21 to June 21) Plan 
the future more sensibly with 
the one you love. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21 ) Situations arise 
today which can be beneficial 
to you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21)' 
Take treatments which will 
improve your health in the 
morning. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Plan amuse- 
ments for the days ahead and 
count the cost very well to- 
day. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Home and fami- 
ly should receive your 
greatest attention today. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) This is a fine 
day for being someplace 
where you can enlarge on 
your present philosophy of 
life. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) No mat- 
ter what you may be doing 
today, take time to study 
your" property for possible 
needed repairs. CAPRI- 
CORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is a good 
day to do what you most 
please, so make plans early. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Get busy at 
arrangements for the days 
ahead and schedule your acti- 
vities wisely. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Go out and see 
relatives and friends whom 
you have not seen for some 
time. 


Ml, SPIKE— MOW 
ARE THINGS IN 
THE TRENCHES? 


WE NEVER 
6ET TAPIOCA 
PUPPING.. 


WHEN YOU SEE GENERAL 
FER5HING,A5K HIM WUV 
*0U NEVER GET TAPIOCA 
PUPPING WHEN YOU'RE 
IM TUF INFANTRY.. 


I LL ASK HIM, SUT 
HE'LL PROBABLY THROW MS 
OFF THE EIFFEL TODER.. 



THE Daily Crossword by p™ Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Gem surface 
6 Deer 

10 Baseball great 

14 Soap plant 

1 5 Winglike 

16 Off-Broadway 

3 


17 Prepare for 
bed? 

20 Alias letters 

21 Missile location 

22 Diners 

23 Bill of fare 

24 English queen 

25 Renown 
28 Additional 
30 Frolic 

34 Disconcert 
36 Eagerly 
e 


38 Dove s cry 

39 Prepares for 


43 Sea bird 

44 Roman emperor 


46 Attempt 
48 Poverty-stricken 

51 Pinochle term 

52 Feedbag 
contents 

54 Swiss river 
56 Baltimore 
athlete 

59 Christiania, now 

60 Except 

63 Preparing for 
sleep? 

66 Part of a.m. 

67 Pretty 

68 Twilled fabric 

69 Cross 

70 Slugger 
Slaughter 

71 Memento 

DOWN 

1 FDR’s dog 

2 In a frenzy 

3 Drug plant 

4 Wapiti 

5 Vex 

6 Toe 

7 Choir voice 

8 Cheer 

9 Wooden peg 
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10 Turtle 

11 Woodwind 

12 Whirring sound 

13 Mrs. HST 

18 Occupation 

19 Rather 

23 GI’s lunch 

24 Comic Johnson 

25 Dims 

26 Cancel 

27 — Loa 

29 Western resort 

31 Yellowish color 

32 Roadhouse 

33 Modeled 
35 Barnyard 

resident 
37 Apple seed 

40 Judicial 

decision 

41 Very: Fr, 

42 Sport 
47 Kicked 

49 Goes quickly 

50 Ivy League 
school 

53 — Baba 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 
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55 Criticize 

56 Gravelly 
ridges 

57 U S. attorney 
general 

58 "Leave — 
Beaver” 


59 Preminger or 
Klemperer 

60 Tree skin 

61 Egg 

62 Govt agts. 

64 Firearm 

65 Zodiac sign 





“My boss is really into this Internet 
stuff. He named his new baby 
Http 'J! baby, s o n/tom/j r ” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
HANNAH HIBSCH 
OlfiM Trfbuna IMa 5«*aw. Inc. 


PICK THE RIGHT SUIT 


East-West vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
*KQ4 
dJ9 
0KQ64 
+ 7542 

WEST EAST 

* J 10 9 8 S +752 

OAKS 08762 

09 OJ10853 

+ K1093 +6 

SOUTH 
* AS 
O Q 10 4 3 
0A72 
+ AQJ8 

'Hie bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1 NT F*s« 3 NT Paaa 
Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of + 

South, declarer at three no 
trump, selected a line that would 
bring home the contract more than 
[bur times out of five. Hie fact that 
the contract foiled could be consul- ■ 
ered a n la c ky were it not fig the fact 
that there waa a sure -trick line 
available. 

The auction waa straightforward. 
With 11 high-card points and no 
Hmr-card major, North had some- 
thing in reserve -for raising part- 
ner's one-no-trump opening to 


game. 

Declarer won the opening lead in 
dummy and immediately t oo k the 

club finesse, losing to West’s king. 
The spade return was taken in 
hand and the ace of dube waa 
cashed to reveal the bad break. 
Next came three rounds of dia- 
monds — to no avail. Now dedarer 
could amasa no more than eight 
tricks. 

Observe the ce1ami*»es that MtH 
declarer. The dub finesse was 
wrong, the suit broke badly and 
duunairia did not split evenly. Yet, 
had dedarer paused to count tricks 
before committing to any line, the 
cOTTfffft technique should have been 
obvious. 

There were seven fast tricks 
available in spades, diamonds 
dube, and the heart suit had to pro- 
vide two more no matter how the ] 
suit was distributed. Each time 
declarer gained the lead a heart 
should have been lad, and nine 
tricks would have been amassed 
before the defenders could get any 
suit going. 

The moral of this story: Even 
when tbe play seems to be too eagy 
for words, check to make sure you 
haven’t overlooked a line that 
comes with a guarantee. 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mke Argirion 


Whew. J'm glad this No 
Is the last one more 

cavities 
V 



RIDOLF 


Answer bene: HIS 


WHAT THg PSNTIST 
HAP AFT£R A LONG 
WY WITH PATIENTS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Saturday's 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FEINT gNaRL BLEACH NEARBY 
Answer. What the confirmed bachelor became — 
ALTAR-ABLE 
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Sk dajani 

"•Ir JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 




Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

In Um Uthaina, 3 
{bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andt 
villas 

Fumished/unfumished for 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

761:810605,810609.810520 




IMIG 


Profesrional QuaHtyj in 
1 Hour Service i 

Develop your cokmr film ax 
our shop and gcr> 

• JUMBO jifeete 



MING-SHING 

Chinese Restaurant 

/The Best Cooking. 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere i in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytu 
Housing Estate ' 
Open from: 

12 noon - £30 pjm 

*30-11*0 




m European Steaks & Chicken 


' Pizza & Snacks 
‘Hamburgers 

* Snlnrin 

■ Angela 

Tel: 642830 

Jabai Amman, 3rd Clide 


m.n ■ 

Hi 




hE3Eg3i?:a 


Take ewap Is mvaBabie 

Stmt AlAmb Stmt 
Um UBmkmh CoamtcM Cmm 

TeU 1*1174 
C«cc lasted MwajftUUd 


H A N A N I a 
TECHNIC AI 
^ETAL WORK 8 

Suppliers of high 
quality welding 
machines, 
electrodes, flaxes, 
and accessories. 
Meet « jbmcW mod 
ftdty equfymf 

« iT#f iw 1 Jhr 
H0 UW7 FWT 



DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shmemni 

Tel: mm 


M;uiri<.T N. vikk;i"i -S, Suns 

Francesco 

smalto 

r 

Paris 

Men'b Wean, 


ouis Feraud - Ammra 

Commercial Center GF. 
Um - Uthaina - Tel: 864721 



4 ijS.T) 4— AlJifl AjLUyi 

IdJJa. j jIumj AiSjlaS 
863944 - 816690 


Teppanyaki 

Sashimi 

Sushi 


For Res. 812997-814118 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished 

c 

irand Unfurnished ri: 

t- 

O 

^-Villas apartments 
©and office Space 

cn 

0T0 Suit-all Budgets 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 



816690 
At ~Tvnno 


La Coquette 

RESTAURANT 


— „raoto\cVta| 
A .^eo' 

^ eS ' Tel. 680093 


AVIS RENTACAR 

RENT A PHONE 

when you pick 
up your kevs 





e tr\ Iuii iK i 


Tel. 699420 


ic- Sv 

i ^ 


K'&f' ,, , ^ . w< , , _ 
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iS^NABEL 

HEAL ESTATE 


for rent 


Deluxe Villas 
Si Appartments 
in Amman 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle. Amman . 


Ifcuz riMiiu U /fwtm 



One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


Advertisement 


in 



5th Circle - 692672 

3 

■VILLA 

Li 


ANSEI 







AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabai Amman 
Tel 638212 
Air-conditioned Lounge 


CROWN HOT 





Abdoun - Tel; 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


ineOvtpfDtaUemL 


junior 

MaxMara 

SPORTMW 

Sandra 

Boutique 

Jordan Insurance Btdg. 
Third Drde 
Tel. 647800 



<Bu Cordon ^Ska Chef 

£uca r Voncini 
jOtmdi & c Diimer 
/kMJXnmum 
7*654201 - 654500 








































JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1995 IS 





•- 1 _M A S ~£- 

: R '^‘T 

O O J E : p 

a L 1 err 

* 181 h 0 v e i *5 

i C ‘ 4 »'»7 ed 

»i®b‘o'r7 


•• I Or 



.-.••• ■ It’!-:-! STtt 
■ • . Amnia 


, : ./TwoBcdroJ 


^<w77 

JLviua^ 


•• |i!:' sl ’ u ' - 

• A ill 

1,1 <-’ S:1 - .. 
I . .., I.^ 


Sports 



Jordan Rallytour to kick off Nov. 10 


World champion Michael Schumacher of 
Germany with team manager Elavio Bria- 


tore behind him during practice for the* 
Suzuka Grand Prix (Renters photo) 


Schumacher drives the point home 


SUZUKA. Japan (AFP) — long rival Hill said: “There is 
World Champion Michael nobody more disappointed 
Schumacher underlined his than myself and the team, 
domination of Formula One and we will have to investi- 
here Saturday with a striking gate why we weren't competi- 
confirmation of his pole posi- live today.'' 
tion for the Japanese Grand Hill and teammate David 
Prix. Coulthard both were slower 

Haying taken provisional on Saturday than in the first 
pole in the final seconds of qualifying session. Coulthard 
Friday's qualifying session, ending sixth on the starting 
Schumacher drove the point grid. 

home on Saturday with Japanese driver Aguri 

another last minute pole lap, Suzuki crashed heavily in his 
nearly half a second faster Liqier Mugen Honda after 
than Friday, and almost a setting 12th best time, suffer- 
second ahead of the field. ing a broken left rib and 
Jean Alesi took the other minor lung contusions. He 
front row spot in his Ferrari, was ordered to stay in hospit- 
despite uncertainty about the al for three days, 
car's handling, with Mika Though the final qualifying 

Hakkinen on the second row hour was dry. light rain fell 
in his McLaren Mercedes, soon afterwards and there 
ahead of a disappointed was a threat of rain for Sun- 
Damon Hill in the Williams day's race, which has been 
Renault. ■ held in wet conditions for the 

“The situation for the race past two years, 
looks very good." said Schu- Despite taking the other 
macher. He was surprised by front position in the closing 
the extent of his lead which moments of the session. Alesi 

he said “makes me feel confi- was outspokenly critical of 

dent.” his_ Ferrari team, which Jie 

•*lt takes us one step closer will leave at the end of tjie 


to the Constructors' Cham- 
pionship. which is very im- 
portant for our team and is 
my ultimate goal.” said Schu- 
macher. who clinched his 
second Drivers* title by win- 
ning the Pacific Grand Prix 
last Sunday. 

Schumacher said he hoped 
the Ferraris would take 
points away from Williams on 
Sunday, allowing Benetton to 
extend their 21 point lead 
over Wiliams and take the 
other title. 

By contrast, his season 


season. 

Alesi said he had felt the 
car was Tather odd on Satur- 
day morning but the Ferrari 
■engineers would not tell him 
what was wrong. 

He said that *i am not 
worried for tomorrow, but I 
need to understand what is 
wrong with the car.” 

Hakkinen had no problems 
in the aftermath of his appen- 
dicitis operation two weeks 
ago. he said, and even felt 
relaxed for having been away 
from racing for that time. 


“I'm very happy to be in the 
top three. It's been a long 
time.” he said. 

Both the car and engine 
have improved. Hakkinen 
said. “And l feel very com- 
fortable about the race, it 
could rain, it's a long race, 
and anything could happen.” 

But his teammate Mark 
Blundell will start last on the 
grid, after crashing on his 
first lap on Friday, and again 
heavily on Saturday morning, 
not driving in final qualifying. 

McLaren chief Ron Dennis 
said the team had advised 
Blundell not to tiy to qualify 
because he was somewhat 
stunned by the accident, “an 
impact at 285 kph at a force 
of 7G.“ Dennis said. The car 
was not seriously damaged 
and was perfectly race 
worthy. Dennis said. 

He said that if Blundell 
starts the race, as he expects, 
-he should be up to around 
I6th “in five to 10 laps.” 
which would have been about 
the best grid position he 
could have scored Saturday. 

The race is scheduled io 
start at 1300 (0400 GMT) and 
run over 53 laps. Last year's 
race, in the wet with the 
safety car controlling the race 
for several laps, lasted 1 hour 
55 minutes. 


By Shehab Makahleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan Rally- 
tour will officially kick off at 
9:30 a.m. on Nov. 10, 1995. 
The 300-km event, with 
several constant average 
speed sections, will be on 
asphalt public roads. 

It is a rally of the second 
category where maximum 
speed is not a deciding factor 
for tbe results, according to 
Royal Automobile Club 
(RAC) sources. 

The event will have two 
sections. The first section 
stars from the RAC and end 
at its headquarters at the 8th 
Circle at 13:00 hrs. The 
second one will kick off again 
from the RAC at 14:00 hrs 
and finish at the same place. 

Any entrant wishing to en- 
ter a vehicle for this event 
must ensure that at the start it 
is fully licensed and insured 
in accordance with the re- 
quirements of the Jordan 
Traffic Law. 

“No restriction to the type 
of vehicle entering the rally 
exists, but that it does not 


ESSEN, Germany (R) — 
Thomas Muster dashed 
Pete Sampras’s hopes of 
regaining the world No. 1 
spot at the Essen Open 
when he upset the Wimb- 
ledon champion 7-6 6-2 in 
Saturday's semifinals. 

After Sampras had 
started the match in com- 
manding style, the Austra- 
lian clay-court expert pro- 
duced a spirited comeback 
to earn a clash with Amer- 
ican Malivai Washington 
in Sunday's final. 

Sampras would have 
dislodged Agassi from the 
number one spot with vic- 
tory in the $1.8 million 
Essen event. 

But the second-ranked 
American mil now have 
to wait until next week’s 
indoor event in Paris be- 
fore he can take over from 
his compatriot. 

Agassi will not be able 
to defend his position in 
Paris because of a -chest 
injury. 

In the other semifinal 
Malivai Washington main- 
tained his great run here 
on Saturday beating 
Frenchman Arnaud 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consisting of 2 bedrooms, salon, bathroom, 
separate centra! heating, with garden and 
garage, close to Ibn Al Haitham Hospital and 
the University of Jordan. Location: Tlaa 
Al Ali behind Bahjat Gardens Centre. 

Tel: 675 - 783- 


<Tn NOW HIRING 

female employees 
in the food, beverage 
ffl X & hospitability industry 

} to hold excellent jobs in all positions 
in Jordan & the Middle East 
1 ** ‘experience required' 

for more information, please call 692050 / 691978 


FOR RENT 

7 floors, 3,200 sq.m., deluxe furnished or unfurnished 
building suitable for embassy, diplomatic mission or big 
companies. 

Located in Al Rabia, in a very beautiful area with lovely 
view over all Amman. 

Tel.: 836700 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

‘Three bedrooms, brand new, spacious 
335sq.m., centrally air conditioned, with 
telephone. 

‘ two bedrooms, neat, quiet area. 

Location: Umm Summaq 

Cali owner: 829861 a.m. 828099 p.m. 


OUTSTANDING 

IRONWORKS 




Ukraine: Kiev University 

Tarasachevtechenka 1 

On Sept. 13, 1995 

I Mr. Khafaf Suleiman \ w 

Abdul Kader Bashabsheh 

was registered as a General 
International Law Researcher J “ 

at the international affairs department to prepare a 
Ph.D dessertation on human rights and the role 
of international organisations in safeguarding 
these rights 

in the period Sept. 15, 1995 to Sept. 15, 1998 
Agreement ref. no. 95-27 — of SepL 1 1, 1995 


H. ANNAS ds CO. 


’ j\ l .15^' 


exceed 2.000 kgs in weight 
and should be (passenger car, 
4x4 drive vehicle, light com- 
mercial van. and pickup 
trucks,” said Sad Louza. ral- 
ly organising committee 
member. 

“Even for the classic cars 
section, they are eligible if 
they were manufactured be- 
fore Jan. 1, 1975," he added. 

Mr. Louza noted that any 
person holding a valid driving 
licence is entitled to drive 
his/her car and that crews 
made up of a minimum two 
persons shall be admitted to 
the Rallytour. The two crew 
members should be nomin- 
ated as driver and navigator. 
Both of them may drive dur- 
ing the event. The starting 
order will be given in the 
order of competition number 
with the lowest number start- 
ing first. 

Throughout the event, Mr. 
Louza said, the crews must 
observe all the traffic laws of 
Jordan. Any crew which does 
not comply with these traffic 
laws will be subject to the 
following penalties: 

— 1st infringement JD 50 







\ 

1/ A 


A Victory Toyota Celica GT-4 in action at last year's rally (file photo) 

penalty Cars will be starred at one members are: Derek H. Led 

— 2nd infringement 5 mi- minute intervals in numerical ger (chairman), Samir Jarrar 

nutes time pcnalft order on Nov. 10. 1995. he llani Naswi. tlassan Allied 

— 3rd infringement exclusion added. din. Zud lou/a .uni Wain 

from the event The organising committee Mihyar. 


cer (chairman), Samir Jarrar, 
I lani Na*.sei . 1 l:iv.an Alaed- 
ditl. Zud l siu/.t and Walid 
Mihvar. 


Muster upsets Sampras in semifinals 


Boetsch 7-5, 6-2 in the 
semi-finals o the 2.9 mil- 
lion dollar Eurocard 
Open, setting himself up 
for his first title victory in 
1995. 

Washington, ranked 
54th and who knocked out 
Andre Agassi in the third 
round, needed just 63 mi- 
nutes to dispose of the 
Swiss based Frenchman. 

The American won the 
first set after Boetsch, 
whose wife Gabrielle is 
expecting a baby, double 
faulted twice. Washington 
immediately broke to lead 
2-0 in the second set and 
won the match with the 
first of three match points. 

He faces either world 
number two Pete Sampras 
or Austria's French Open 
champion Thomas Muster 
in tbe final on Sunday. 


Villa | 

For Sale! 
or Rent f 
i In Abdoun I 

1 1300 m2 | 

[Tel. 629901 



U.S. tennis player MaliVai Washington tennis world number one Andre Agassi 
hits a backhand during his match against (Reuters photo) 


EPC 

Economic 
Press Co. 


623278 


SxceptionaJ 

ckaiacteJt. 


Amra Hotel Shops. Amman 





A? International Community School 
P.O. Box 2002, Khilda, Amman 

Children are accepted between the ages of 3-1 1 
years and we are the only school in Amman to 
offer the full British curriculum adapted for the 
international community. 

Our language of instruction is English with special 
support for non-English speakers. Staff are UK. 
qualified. Music, P.E. and Drama are taught by 
specialists right through the school. French and 
Arabic are also offered. The school provides a 
pleasant stimulating environment - - care is taken 
to meet the needs of each individuals child. Visits 
encouraged. 

Get further details by Tel.: 841070 Fax: 847109 


.While Others Are Sleeping.. 
We 'll be Up To Serve You ! 

T U R I N O 

Check Names / Tel Nos 
Between 6:00 PM - S:00 AM 

You Can’t Do Without tt ! 

"8 1 6 6 9 O' 

YOUR TEL# IN AMMAN 





t 4 i El B S E 

Free Night Service 

* Where 7b Go ? Need Assistance 

* Limousine Service. 

* Where To Eat ? Restaurants Bars ! 

* Cultural Entartabunat^ Banquets. 

* Hospitals, Travel Torn, Banks <£ Etc.. 

* Sbur Htdp - Line ^.Daring MENA 


Kat Kut / Amman / Al-Sweifieha Tel. 812160 


CINEMA 


TEL: 634144 CINEMA 


TEL: GS9233 CINEMA 


TEL: 677420 






<V ‘ }. 


PHILADELPHIA 

Jean Reno, 
Natalie Portman 
& Gary Oldman... in 

Leon 

“The Professional” 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PLAZA 


Nablla Obeid & Yousef Shal>an 
...in 

Huda & His Excellency the 
Minister 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Weekend At Bernies 
Part II 

Shows : 1230, 530, &00, 630, 8:30, 1030 


CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

On Dead ly Ground 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 -618275 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa” 
in 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

Presents 

“Peace Oh Peace” 

in English every Saturday 
Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation call 625155 
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Jordan today signs 
$231m loans from 
Japan, World Bank 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan today 
signs three soft-term loan 
agreements worth 5231 
million with, the Japanese 
government and the World 
Bank' to help build the 
Kingdom's foreign exchange 
reserves and finance 
telecommunication projects. 

Also today, the Japanese 
government will announce 
another loan to Jordan worth 
SSO million, raising to $441 
million the total Japanese 
leans and grants (worth about 
$30 million) to Jordan in 
Japan's current fiscal year, 
which ends on March 31, 
1996. 

In addition, the Tokyo 
government will also 
reschedule SI 55 million in 
Jordan's' debts as agreed in a 
broad accord reached with 
government creditors last 
year. 

The latest Japanese 
assistance to Jordan comes in 
realisation of a pledge made 
by Prime Minister Tomiichi 


Murayama during a visit he 
paid to the Kingdom in 
September. 

The first agreement to be 
signed today will be worth 
$135 million, which will be 
signed by Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh and Hidemi 
Kawai of the Japanese 
Export-Import Bank. The 
untied loan will be for 30 
years with a grace period of 
10 years and carry an interest 
of 3.15 per cent. 

The credit, which will be 
retroactive, comes under a 
special arrangement with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), and will be adjusted 
against IMF credits already 
extended to Jordan. 

The second accord, worth 
$80 million in co-financing 
from the World Bank, will be 
signed by Planning Minister 
Rima Khalaf and a 
representative of the World 
Bank. 

The third agreement is 
worth S16 million in untied 
credit to be used by the state- 
owned Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC). The 
loan, which will also carry 


an annual interest of 3.15 
per cent, will be signed by 
Dr. Khalaf and Mr. Kawai. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Japan’s 
vice-minister of foreign 
affairs, Yasuo Fakuda are ex- 
pected to attend the signing, 
where Mr. Fakuda, who is. 
leading his country’s 
delegation to the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit opening 
here today, will also 
announce that the Japanese 
Overseas Economic 
Cooperation Fund (OECF) 
was granting another loan of 
$80 million to Jordan. That 
agreement is expected to be 
signed 30 working days after 
the announcement, in line 
with a notification re- 
quirement of the 
Organisation of Economic 
Cooperation and 
Development (OECD). 

The government of Italy 
will extend another loan of 
$12 million, again under a 
co- financing agreement with 
the World Bank. The date of 

(Continued on page 4) 


‘Magic World’ denies it is ‘phoney’ 


By Amy Henderson 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An American 
company planning for a 
multi-million dollar theme 
park on the southern coast of 
Aqaba Saturday denied 
allegations published by a 
local Arabic daily that the 
company was a “phoney enti- 
ty." 

"We deem these state- 
ments to be absolutely de- 
famatory.” said Richard 
Ligon, the chief operation 
officer of the company. “It 
appears maliciously done. 
We've done everything 
promised to the Aqaba Au- 
thority, we’ve honoured all 
commitments." 

Two stories carried in sepa- 
rate editions of A] Dustdur 


daily (one on Oct. 24. and 
another in the daily’s English 
language special supplement 
on the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit on Oct. 28), 
said the company, which 
signed an accord with the 
Aqaba Regional Authority 
(ARA) on Oct. 5 for a $130 
million investment plan, was 
a “phoney entity" with a $200 
capital. 

According to Mr. Ligon 
and his partner, Alan Fuls- 
cher, director of business 
ventures, neither Magic 
World nor its parent orga- 
nisation, Group LLC, was 
contacted by any A1 Dustour 
reporter regarding the com- 
pany’s financial status. 

- The paper's allegations 
have slowed the processing of 


the project, which was await- 
ing approval by the ARA. 
but yesterday, ARA Presi- 
dent Fayez Khasawneh said 
that upon further investiga- 
tion by the ARA. official 
information was “contrary to 
what was published in Al 
Dustour." 

Mr. Khasawneh told the 
Jordan Times that the ARA 
was prepared to proceed with 
ratification of the project and 
expected it to be passed on to 
the Cabinet, but said that he 
doubted now that the ARA 
would take any action until 
after the summit. 

In a statement to the press. 
Mr. Ugon said: “The under- 
pinnings of the article are so 
poorly researched and the 

(Continued on page 4) 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker (left) on Saturday holds talks with Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa at the Prime Ministry (Petra photo) 

Jordan voices optimism 
summit will be a success 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Saturday expressed 
hope that the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
conference will achieve suc- 
cess and open the door for 
economic and touristic in- 
vestment projects in the re- 
gion. 

“We expect a very impor- 
tant gathering and we expea 
success in getting the eco- 
nomy of the region moving, 
and we hope that there will 
be many who are interested 
in development projects, in- 
frastructure projects and 
tourism, the prime minister 
said at the airport after wel- 
coming the Mauritanian de- 
legation to the MENA con- 
ference led by the country's 
prime minister. Sidi Moham- 
mad Ould Bu Baker. 

"We hope that we will be 
able to reach agreements on 
many of the projects that we 
plan to present and those 
which other countries are 
also proposing not only for 
Jordan but also for countries 
of the region.” Sharif Zeid 
said. 

The Mauritanian prime 
minister also expressed hope 
that the meeting will be suc- 
cessful and will open new 
avenues for development in 
the region. 

Answering a question ab- 
out the Svrian and Lebanese 


' absence at the conference. 
Sharif Zeid said: “I regret 
that they have boycotted this 
important meeting, but I 
don't think that 'this will 
affect the conference." 

Arriving in Amman Satur- 
day was the under secretary 
of the Kuwaiti finance minis- 
try. Abdul Muhsen Al Hanif. 
leading a Kuwaiti delegation 
to take pan in the summit. 

In a statement to Jordan 
Television, Mr. Hanif said he 
hoped that Kuwait's parti- 
cipation will contribute to the 
conference’s success. 

“No doubt it is an econo- 
mic conference at a major 
international level and it is 
clear that all world economic 
blocs are taking pan in the 
meetings which Kuwait hopes 
will achieve success.” added 
Mr. Hanif. who was wel- 
comed upon arrival by Fi- 
nance Ministry Secretary 
General Suleiman Ai Hafez. 

Dr. Jassem Mana'i. chair- 
man of the board of the Arab 
Monetary Fund, said in an 
arrival comment that the 
Amman meeting represents a 
“very significant event for the 
world community in general 
and the Arab region in par- 
ticular. 

He expressed hope that 
advanced nations will help 
Arab countries achieve eco- 
nomic development. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 


Amr Musa, who leads his 
country’s delegation to the 
conference, said that the 
meeting represented a good 
opportunity for the Egyptian 
delegation to discuss with 
Jordanian and other partici- 
pants matters of common in- 
terest and chart plans for 
regional development. 

Egyptian proposals to be 
submitted to the conference, 
will be for regional projects, 
he said, adding that Egypt's 
participation aims at boosting 
inter-regional cooperation. 

Mr. Musa, who is accom- 
panied by 150 participants — 
mainly business people — ex- 
pressed his country's readi- 
ness to launch joint invest- 
ment projects with Jordan. 

Among the arrivals for the 
conference were also the 
Qatari. Omani. Mexican. 
Bahraini. Indian. Chinese. 
Maltese. Uruguayan. In- 
donesian. Russia. Italian and 
Tunisian delegations. 

Other arrivals on Saturday 
included the Pakistani. Brit- 
ish and Irish delegations. 

Shortly after his arrival, 
Mr. Musa was received by 
Sharif Zeid. 

Sharif Zeid and Mr. Musa 
discussed Jordanian- 
Egyplian relations in all fields 
of coope ration. 

Continued on page 4 
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Israel, Qatar said 
closer to gas deal 


AMMAN ( -\FP» — Israel 
hopes to clinch a deal with 
Qatar on the vapply of natu- 
ral gas :o the Jewibh state 
during the Amman economic 
summit, an Israeli diplomat 
said Saturday. 

Officials from both sides 
are to meet during the three- 
day conference, which opens 
Sunday, to discuss the muJri- 
billion-doilar deal and they 
may reach a breakthrough, 
the diplomat said, asking to 
remain anonymous. 

Fred Sicre of the World 
Economic Forum (WEF). 
one of the main organisers of 
the summit, told AFP: 
“There is going to be an 
announcement made.” But 
he w'ould not give further 
details. 

Another organiser. Greg 
Blatt, said: “if is one of the 
many interesting deals that 
will be looked ai during the 
summit. It has been negoti- 
ated for many months and is 
coming closer now." 

A Qatari diplomat in Am- 
man said that “nothing has 
been officially concluded for 
the moment." adding that 
Israeli and Qatari officials 
would meet in coming days in 
Amman. 

The Qatari delegation to 
the Amman summit is 
headed by Foreign MinLu., 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jaber 
‘Ben Jassem Al Thani. Israel 
will be represented by Prime 
Minister Yitzhah Rabin and 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

Mr. Rabin met the Qatari 
foreign and interior ministers 
in New York on Monday in 
his first public encounter with 


officials from the Gulf state 
which has no diplomatic ties 
with Israel. 

Israel's former Energy 
Minister Moshe Shahal said 
last year that a gas deal was 
"imminent” while his succes- 
sor Gonen Segev said recent- 
ly that he had not ruled out 
that an accord would be 
reached soon. 

Israel wants to convert its 
power stations and petroche- 
mical industry from oil to gas. 

Israeli-proposed projects 
at the Amman conference 
include the transport of li- 
quefied natural gas from 
Qatar to the Israeli port of 
Eilat or Aqaba' in Jordan. 

Qatar's emir. Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa AI .Tha- 
ni. said Friday that a deal was 
under discussion but his 
country would not supply any 
gas until the peace process 
.was completed. 

“We don't have any objec- 
tion to Qatari gas going to 
Israel after the current peace 
process is accomplished," he 
said. 

Doha is involved in two 
multi-billion-dollar projects 
to develop LNG in the North 
Field. which is among the big- 
gest in the world with esti- 
mated reserves of 7.09 trillion 
cubic metres. 

Organisers of the Amman 
summit have said that the 
presence of high-level Gulf 
Arab delegations testifies to 
the growing willingness to 
accept commercial links with 
Israel. Half of the Middle 
East delegates attending the 
conference are from the oil- 
rich Gulf. 
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France’s 
new test 
outrages 
world 

TOKYO (AFP) — Countries 
around the world express 
outrage again Saturday as 
France shrugged off interna- 
tional opinion by carry ing out 
its third underground nuclear 
explosion in the South Paemc 
since it resumed testing last 
month. 

Two of the three parties tn 
Japan's ruling coalition called 
Saturday for the recall of 
Tokyo's ambassador from 
France to protest at the test 
which shook Mururoa Atoll 
in French Polynesia at 2200 
GMT Friday. 

“We will ask the govern- 
ment to take strong mea- 
sures. including recalling the 
Japanese ambassador to 
France," the Social Demo- 
cratic Party's secretary gener- 
al, Wataru Kubo. was quoted 
by Kyodo News agency as 
saying. 

The second party, the New 
Party Sakigake. also called 
for the recall. 

The Liberal Democratic 
Party, the largest in the coali- 
tion. protested against the 
test but did not call for the 
recall, neither did the main 
opposition Shinshinto (New 
Frontier) party. 

The defence ministry in 
Paris said the underground 
explosion had a yield of 60 
kilotonnes — the' equivalent 
of 60,000 tonnes of conven- 
tional explosives, or four 
times that of the bomb that 
flattened Hiroshima. 

"This test was aimed at 
guaranteeing the safety and 
reliability of weapons in the 
future." the ministry said in a 
statement. 

Elsewhere, the United 
States immediately expressed 
its “regret" over the test and 
South Korea declared its 
"deep regret," while New 
Zealand said France's con- 
tinued programme was "an 
affront to all Pacific Rim 
countries." 

Australia deplored the test 
as an action that would 
seriously damage France's in- 
ternational reputation. 

In Papeete, capital of 
French Polynesia, a small 
group of protesters staged a 
peaceful ami-nudear demon- 
stration. 

The South Pacific Forum, 
representing 16 of the nations 
closest to the test site, conde- 
mned the blast, warning it 
would use "all possible 
opportunities" to stir opinion 
against the tests until the 
programme was aKinondol 

"we will continue to de- 
plore particularly the way the 
French use our backyard to 
test nuclear weapons, putting 
at risk the Pacific environ- 
ment and the health of Pacific 
peoples, not their own. with 
total disregard to world opin- 
ion." said the Forum’s secret- 
ary general Ieremia Tabai. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama said rhe 
test was "very regrettable" 
and Japan would again lodge 
a protest with the French 
ambassador to Japan. “We 
have protested several times. 
It is very regrettable," he told 
reporters. 

Greenpeace called on Au- 
stralian Prime Minister Paul 
Keating to use the upcoming 
Commonwealth heads of 
government meeting in New 
Zealand to step up pressure 
on France, saying Australia 
should lead Commonwealth 
nations in "the strongest 
possible condemnation." 

In Paris the environmental 
organisation sent a letter to 
President Jacques Chirac 
containing sevea million sign- 
atures from people in more 
than 30 countries which it had 
been due to hand over on 
Sept. 1. 

Scandinavian countries 
also expressed outrage with 
Sweden and Norway issuing 
formal protests. 

Swedish Prime Minister 
Ingvar Carlsson said he 
“deeply regretted that France 
had derided to carry our 
another test” despite worl- 
dwide condemnation of its 
renewed programme of 
underground blasts. 

The Norwegian foreign 
minister issued a statement 
“strongly deploring that 
France has continued its tests 
in defiance of international 
public opinion.” 

Ministry spokesman Kaare 
Eltervaag said Norway would 
“clearly’ communicate its 
protest to Paris but would not 
recall its ambassador from 
France. 

The test, one of a series 
announced in June by Mr 
Chirac, was detected by the 
Australian seismological cen- 
tre which said it was equiva- 
lent to an earthquake 
measuring 5.6 on the Richter 
scale. 



Mrs. Clinton given 
surprise birthday 
party 

WASHINGTON (R) 

First lady Hillary Rwflttfo 
Clinton was p.rien a sur- 
prise birthday party at foe 
White House Fru!ay rugja 
that featured squat* danc- 
ing and TevMex food. Mrs 
Clinton, who turned 48 
Thursday but was in New 
York to give a speech, first 
accompanied President BiH 
■ Clinton to a birthday pany 
for Secretary of Stale 
Warren Christopher, who 
[timed 70 Frn* ,, y. She 
returned to While 

House to Find 1 guest x \a 
western garb waiting for 
her m the East Room, 
which was decorated with 
bales of hay and wood 
fences. Mrs '('I niton ** 
supplied with a blue- 
checked western dress and 
a Dolly Panon- style wig 
for the pan>. which includ- 
ed a birthday c;ike in the 
shape of a bam 

Singapore Airlines 
plane scrapes 
runway 


VANCOUVER tR> — A 
Singapore Airlines 747 jet 
scraped the runway as it 
landed at Vancouver's air- 
port Friday but there were 
no injuries, an airport 
spokesman said, fhe plane 
with 400 aboard suddenly 
listed to the right as it 
neared the runway on 
arrival from Singapore and 
its w ing dragged along the 
tarmac, the spokesman 
said. "As the plane wo*, 
about to touch down ii 
tipped to the right tor some 
reason and the wing 
scraped the ninwav," rl^ 
spokesman said. The plane y 
then righted itself and tax- 
ied to the lerminnl. 

Drunk driving 
arrests quadruple 
in S. Korea 

SF.OIT. (AFP) - Arrests 
of drunk drivers quadru- 
pled throughout South 
Korea after a former presi- 
dent and a presidential 
hopeful made televised dis- 
closures of involvement in 
a multi-mill ion-doll ar slush 
fund, news reports said 
Saturday. Police booked 
1,600 dnink drivers, many 
of them middle-aged 
salarymen Friday night 
countrywide as opposed to 
the usual Friday night aver- 
age of around 400. the 
Munhwa Ubo (Culture 
Daily) said. Munhwa also 
said domestic arguments 
were rife Friday night after 
former President Roh Tae- 
Woo went on state televi- 
sion to apologise for 
amassing $650 million in 
unreported income while in 
office from 1087 to 1993. 

At the same time 1997 
presidential hopeful Kim 
Dae-Jung said he had 
accepted S2.5 million of 
the black money from Mr. 
Roh when he iniidc his last 
failed bid for the presiden- 
cy in l«92. 


Bomb disarming 
.splits Italy in half 

ORVIETO. Italy (AP) .—A 
500- pound imcxploded 
bomb from World War H 
achieved for one day 
Friday what it didn't du 51 
years ago — split Italy in 
hall. To defuse the bomb, 
which was uncovered Iasi 
week near Orvieio’s train 
station, local authorities 
dosed off all train tracks 
and highways around the 
city, blocking a major lund 
connection between north- 
ern and southern Italy. 
Between 7 a.m and 6 p.m , 
all trains on Italy's Milan* 
Naples line were rerouted 
to secondary tracks, caus- 
ing delays and cancella- 
tions. Two hundred police j 
officers evacuated 3,500 
inhabitants, shut schools, 
and closed off streets with- 
in a half-mile metres of the 
bomb site. Orvicto is 100 
kilometres north of Rome. 





